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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
rnrrRODUCTIOIJ 
The :pnrrose of this service paper in Gloucester history 
is to give to a mentally retarded group of children an under-
standing and knowledge of the part Gloucester had in the build-
ing of America. Soon these children will be a part of the 
future citizenery of tho city, and in many cases very few will 
leave Gloucester. It is imperative that they have some knowl-
edge of the glorious past of the city in ·which they live. 
The aim of this parer is in keeping with the general 
aim of education for the mentally retarded. It is hoped this 
material will help in teaching the child to live better; to 
teach him to use his capacities; and to teach him to become a 
useful and contributing member of the social group. 
Taking pupils interests into account, this material 
· provides some of the simpler and yet important phases of 
historical, industrial, and civic activities of Gloucester. 
Resulting habits of good citizenship and civic pride might 
well be expected. 
Meny civic and historic points of interest of Gloucester 
are located within walking distance of the school, and can 
provide exciting field trips. History study for the retarded 
child is at its best through stories, poems, pictures, drama-
tizations, and memorable trips to the scenes of the adventures 
2 
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" of long ago. These will be a part o:f the activity program 
and all school subjects will be correlated and intergrated 
as the study progresses. 
The child can first know home, then state, finally 
· nation. A very important phase of the education of the 
mentally retarded is to build up for the child an appre-
ciation of American citizenship and the citizen's rights 
and responsibilities. No better way can be done than 
through a knowledge of the workings of his own community. 
3 
CHAPTER II 
CAPE ANN BACKGROUND 
• ::. . .. .-=·.--~- -~ _...::..;:· .. ...;._ -·-·--··- - --··· 
CAPE .Alm BEFORE THE VHUTE MAN 
Many centuries ago the northern part of our continent 
was covered with a blanket of ice and snow. This was known 
as a glacier. The climate became so cold that the snow of 
the winter did not entirely melt in the summer. Each year 
the snow banks grew deeper. As the snow grew deeper, it 
:packed down solidly and became ice. The weight and pressure 
of the ice caused the great blanket to creep onward toward 
the sea. Here it broke off into great-icebergs and floated 
away to melt in the Atlantic Ocean. The edge of the glacier 
was far out into the sea, many miles east of our present 
shoreline. Cape .Ann was buried under this thick moving ice 
blanket. 
All plants were killed by the cold, and all animals 
migrated to the south. The ice pushed along all loose rocks 
and swept the solid rocks clean of gravel and soil. Then it 
scratched the rocks beneath, and these scratches may be seen 
wherever the dirt is dug away from the rocks. They always 
run from northwest to southeast. 
After many years the climate grew warm again. The ice 
melted leaving great deposits of boulders. The retreat of the 
ice was not steady, but varied according to the weather. 
After a severe winter it would push forward a little, only to 
melt back again if the next winter was mild. Sometimes the 
5 
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edge of the ice remained for a good many years at the same 
place. The present appearance of the land about here is 
largely the result of the changing conditions of the time 
when the ice was slowly melting away for the last time. If 
the ice-edge advanced a little into the piles of boulders 
which it had left behind, it would push them up into windrows, 
which are called moraines. These boulder deposits, or termi-
nal moraines, consist of quantities of boulders varying from 
two to six feet in diameter and covering an area of over a 
mile long and several hundred feet wide. The best example is 
seen at Lamb's Ledge, between Harrison Avenue and Railcut Hill, 
Gloucester. Piles of gravel pushed up in the same way are 
called kames. A fine one may be seen on the south side of the 
railroad track half way between Rockport and Gloucester. 
Sometimes the thin edge of the ice, moving forward a 
short distance instead of pushing a pile of gravel away, slid 
up over it, rounding it off into a beautiful oval hill. Such 
hills are called drnmlins. Pigeon Hill was made in this way. 
Throughout the years, the action of frost, lightning, 
and other agents have played uncanny tricks upon the moraines 
until they have taken on monstrous forms of fossil beasts. 
The most famous of all the weird rocks is Whale's Jaw, also 
there is Peter's Pulpit and the Nip. 
As the ice melted away plants began to grow and animals 
returned from the south. It is not certain if men lived in 
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America before the ice-age, but after the ice-age it is agreed 
that men came to live in the land where the ice had been. 
Cape Ann was then not quite so high as now, so that the ocean 
filled the lower valleys. Old beaches may now be found many 
feet up hillsides. 
The early inhabitants of America seem to have migrated 
to America many thousand years ago. They resemble the people 
of eastern Asia more than those of Europe. Since the distance 
between Alaska and Siberia is small, it is possible that they 
migrated across this opening to the continent of north .America. : 
Parsons, Ralph :P. "Cape Ann Before the English Came." 
Gloucester: Board of the Three Hundredth Anniversary Executive 
Committee, 1924. 
THE NORSEMEN 
From the bleak country of Norway in the year 1001, Lief 
Erickson sailed out with a bold, fearless crew. He had heard 
wonderful tales about the land across the ocean, and deter-
mined to visit it. Down the coast of New England he sailed, 
touching here and there. He went as far south as Rhode Island. 
He was charmed by the mildness of the climate and the attract-
iveness of the country. To these Norsemen in their small 
strong boat this was happy adventure. It is quite possible he 
stopped in the sheltered harbor at Cape Ann. 
Lief Erickson in turn was followed by his brother 
i 
:I 
;I 
I! 
Thorwald, who sailed leisurely along the coast from Nova Scotia:! 
ti 
II 
to Rhode Island. He made frequent stops at convenient bays and I! 
1: 
mouths of rivers, to conduct explorations into the interior. 
During a skirmish with the Indians he was mortally wounded. 
From the discriptions in Norse Anals and Sagas, some historians!! 
feel that he was buried on Cape Ann. 
Still another brother of this enterprising family 
Thorstein arrived with a band of followers in 1005. Thorfinn 
Karlsefne, the greatest navigator of his time, came over with 
a band of men and explored the New England coast in the year 
1007. 
The Norsemen supposed that the country was only a 
projection of Greenland. They confined their explorations 
'I 
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to the territory extending from Cape Ann to Marth's Vineyard. 
and they called this land Vinland. Since there were no 
opportunities for commerce with the savages, and the spirit 
for exploration and discovery was satisfied; they abandoned 
the new found land, and returned to their old home. They 
extended their quest for adventure by overrunning and conquer-
ing portions of England and France. 
+ I 
'I Pringle, James R. History of the Town and ~g~l of ·.·.:I' 
Gloucester. Gloucester: Published-oy~e-xnthor .--
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EARLY VOYAGERS 
Many of the early voyagers to the New-World sailed 
along the coast of New England in search of high adventure. 
Prominent among these were John and Sebastian Cabot, Jaques 
Cartier, the Chevalier De Champlain, John Smith, Bartholomew 
Gosnold, Martin Ping, DeMonte and others of note. 
In the year 1602 Capt. Bartholomew Gosnold sailed along 
the coast in the ship "Concord". He landed and had dealings 
with the natives somewhere on the Maine or Maesachusetts coast. , 
The exact spot is not known. He wrote that the fish were so 
plentiful, in what is now Massachusetts Bay, that "they 
pestered his ship". It is possible that he may have sighted 
Cape Ann before he steered across the bay to the headland 
which he named Cape Cod. The favorable reports carried home 
by the captain and his companions influenced the merchants and 
others of Bristol to send a second expedition to our coast. 
Captain Martin Pring in the ships "Speedwell" and "Dis-
coverer" cruised along the New England shore in the year 1603. 
He was looking for sassafras, a tree which was supposed to be 
a oure for all sickness. He was unsuccessful in his attempt 
to procure sassafras. However, there is strong belief from 
the record of the voyage that Capt. Pring landed on Cape Ann, 
but there is no evidence to fix the precise spot. 
11 
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Gloucester: Proctor Brothers, 1~0:-pp~-~. 
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CHEVALIER DE CHAMPLAIN 
The first visit of a white man to our shores which was 
·recorded was that of Champlain, the French explorer, in the 
' year 1605. With a small company, he cruised along the :new 
England coast and stopped at what is now Rockport. He named 
the land Cape aux Isles from the three islands in the vicinity, 
now Straitsmouth, Thatcher's, and Milk Islands. 
Champlain went ashore and met the Indians. All was 
·friendly and peaceful. The explorer gave the Indians knives 
and some biscuits. They were pleased and did a wild dance for 
.him on the sandy beach. 
Champlain's object was to obtain information of the 
coast. This he accomplished. The Indians were halpfnl and 
. intelligent, Champlain tells in his writings. 
He did not round Eastern Point and explore the harbor 
:on this voyage, but made another excursion this way in 
September 1606. He remained for a while making necessary re-
pairs to his craft and taking on fresh water. On his map he 
named the place Le Beauport which is French for beautiful 
harbor. As far as we have any certain knowledge, Champlain 
was the first white man who walked the shores of Cape Ann. 
At that time Cape Ann was the home of a thrifty 
settlement of Red Men. When Champlain landed the harvest of 
these people had already been gathered. He tells of luscious 
:13 
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grapes growing here, also prumpkins and some good roots which 
the savages cultivated. 
His visit did not continue peaceful. Whether the 
Indians supposed that Champlain, and the white people had 
retQrned to take permanent possession is not known, but they 
ij 
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Forttmately for jl 
i Champlain the plan was discovered, and he and his men got Qnder il 
·, resolved to make an attack on the new comers. 
;, way and sailed from the harbor as soon as possible. 
Pringle, James R. History o:f the Town and fg~l of 
Gloucester. Gloucester: Published-oy~e Author, .--
PP• 14-17. 
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THE RED MEN OF CAPE .AUN 
.At the time of Champlain's visit, the Indian settlement 
was in a :prosperous condition. The Indians were thrifty and i! 
i] 
were clearing land all the time. Their method in securing open !I 
ground, as described by Champlain, was to cut the trees some II 
I' 
II 
three feet from the ground. Then they would burn the branches, il 
t! 
and sow their corn between the stumps. When the roots became 
sufficiently weathered, they were taken from the ground. 
When the first settlers came from Dorchester, England 
in 1623 to set up a fishing stage, in what is now Gloucester, 
there were few traces of the Red Men. It is believed that 
about 1617 the Indians caught some contagious disease. It is 
not certain what. so many of them died that the first 
settlers found almost none here. The only evidences of their 
li 
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Stone ii 
arrowheads, hatchets, spear-heads, sinkers, pestles and many !i 
occupancy were found on the northerly side of the Cape. 
other tools have been dug up in numerous quantities at 
Wheeler's Point. The town was thus spared the terrors of 
Indian warfare, so common an experience with the settlers in 
other sections. 
li 
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Wingaersheek and Annisquam are the only Indian names in /j 
li ;! 
use on Cape .Ann today. There has always been a division of 
opinion of whether the former is an Indian word. But the 
1.6 
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word Annisqnam is Indian and means "a breaking water beach". il ,, 
Pringle, James R. Hieto~ of the Town and ig~~ of 
Glonoester. Glonoeeter: Pnblis~diSy~e-xufhor, .-p. 16. 
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CAPTAIN JOHli SMITH 
Captain John Smith of Virginia fame was the next to 
visit and record his impressions of onr Cape Ann. In 1614 
the good captain set sail for what is now known as the coast 
of Maine in serch of gold and copper. Leaving his ships to 
fish on the coast of Maine; he and a few men, in a small boat, 
crnised along the shore exploring the bays, the rivers and the 
coves of New England. He made a map and attempted to name all 
the prominent featnres of New England. 
Tragibizanda was the name given to onr cape in gratefnl 
memory of the Tnrkish lady who saved his head from the force 
;j 
~ ! 
of a Mohamedan scimetar. !I He snbmi tted the map he had drawn of !I 
!, 
!I 
the coast together with the naming of headlands to the Prince 
of Wales who later became King Charles. The Prince considered 
the name Tragibizanda not snfficiently Christian, so the name 
of the cape was changed to that of Cape Anne in memory of his 
mother. 
q 
II 
!I I, 
Captain John Smith not only made his map, bnt he traded !\ 
with the natives and carried back thonsands of skins of animalsll 
!I 
l! 
as well as a good store of fish. It was he who named this IJ 
:i 
section New England. He nrged the possibilities of this land (l 
as a land where another England might be developed. ii He offered:i 
!. (! 
his services to plant a colony here. He told of the wonderfnl 
---·,;:;:._ __ _ 
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:18 
fishing opportunities, of a climate delightful and pure, of 
fertile soil, of savages mild, --- waiting to trade and to be 
Christianized. He urged that the glory of England and the 
advancement of the faith all required the settlement of New 
England. He also urged upon his English countrymen the 
possibilities of wealth in the fisheries. He spoke from 
experience, but the results were slow in appearing. The 
Pilgrim and the Puritan and the New England of today all owe 
much to him. He was indeed the discoverer o~ New England. He 
was its champion and its promoter. He was entitled not only 
'I 
ii :19 
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i the Fresi aent of Virginia but also the Admiral of New England. ·1 
I Captain John Smith was indeed New England's first publicity 'I 
'I 
agent. 
Babson, John J. History of the Town of Gloucester. 
Gloucester: :Proctor Brothers, l~O::pp:-!rr-~. 
CHAPTER III 
THE COLONIAL PERIOD 
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THE FIRST SETTLEMENT 
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As a result of Captain John Smith's fine report of 
ing along the aoast of New England, English merchants sent 
their vessels over here to fish. In the year 1622, forty 
vessels came to fish and to return, but not to make a 
'I fish- 11 ,, 
settlement. 
Urged on by Rev. John White, the business men of 
Dorchester, England formed a company for the purpose of 
establishing a permanent settlement in Massachusetts. The 
colony to be established on land would give assistance to 
the seamen. Also, they would, if possible, make the 
settlement self-sustaining by raising enough foods for the 
needs of the settlers as well as the men permanently engaged 
in fishing. 
So having assembled sufficient funds and chosen his 
company, Rev. White set sail in the spring of 1623 from Wey-
mouth, England for the New World, in the good ship "Charity". 
It was by accident rather than design that the company landed 
at Cape Ann, as no particular spot in New England had been 
selected. They arrived off the coast of Maine. Finding fish 
scarce, the master "thought it good to pass into Massachusetts 
ii 
,, 
if 
Bay to try whether it would yeild him any". They got underway 1\ 
il 
for Cape .Ann, entered its inviting harbor which they made their1 
~ i 
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base. Here they built fish stages -- raised platforms on '~"!hich 
to dr:r their catch. Also they built a salt manufacturing house 
to extract salt fro~ the sea-water by evaporation. 
Late in the fall the vessel with a full cargo of fish 
sailed back across the Atlantic Ocean to Bilboa, a port in 
northern Spain. This was the first shipoent of any commodity 
frolil Eassachusetts -- the beginning of its great foreign 
commerce. The distance and the dangers were too great to make 
the venture a success. Back on Cape Ann, fourteen brave 
courageous sailors were left to prepare for the work of the 
coming year. There were no comforts and certainly no luxuries. 
Existence here must have been a struggle. Surrounded by a 
wilderness of water and a wilderness of land, these men 
exhibited a conrage that commands our admiration. 
The land around Cape Ann was granted to the Plymouth 
people. The Dorchester Company had to obtain permission from 
them to stay on Cape Ann. They came to an agreement that each 
should have a fish stage here. 
In 1624 two vessels were sent over by the Dorchester 
Company. The season proved unsuccessful as the distance of 
transporting the prodact was so great. The ships returned to 
England, leaving thirty-two men behind. The Rev. r.1r. White 
redoubled his efforts for the next year and dispatched three 
ships to carry on fishing operations on a larger scale. In 
addition to these three ships there was another sent over 
from plymouth, under the command of Captain Pierce. 
23 
24 
An independent company sent a ship under the command of 
Captain John Hewes. He found the Pilgrim stage unoccupied, 
seized it and intended to hold it at all costs. The Pilgrims 
sent Captain Myles Standish to retake the stage by force. 
Hewes did not intend to give up without a fight. When the 
words were hottest, Roger Conant, the governor of the 
settlement arrived and suggested a plan that was fair to both 
sides. Hewes and his men were allowed to remain and finish 
the season. Roger Conant proved an able arbitrator. This 
made a total fleet riding in the harbor at that time of six 
large craft, three of the Dorchester Colony, two of the 
Pilgrims, and one of Captain Hewes, embracing in all some 
250 men. 
These ships were constantly sailing to the fishing 
grounds and returning to discharge their fares. The lands-
men built the drying stages. The surrounding woods echoed 
back the music of the ship carpenter's mallet and adze as he 
fashioned shallops near the shore. The salt man, too, was 
busily engaged in building a shelter for his pots and pans; 
while the farmers sought ground suitable for tillage for 
the season's harvest. 
Success did not follow this fishing venture of the 
Dorchester Company. It became so heavily involved in debt 
that the men decided to give up their stage. Misfortune 
fell upon the Plymouth people. Their salt house was destroyed 
by fire, so they too gave up their fishing base on Cape Ann. 
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n Most of the members of the Do rohester Company went baok p il 
to their homes in England. In the latter part of 1626 the 
farmers of the settlement moved on to where the land was more 
11 
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suitable for farming. Gov. Roger Conant led this group through\/ 
the woods to Salem. The path they used later became the high- !I 
11 
I' 
way from Gloucester to Salem. y !\ 
There is reason to believe that the colony was not 
permanently abandoned but that it has been continuously the 
home of white men since 1623. ~ 
Babson, John J. History of the Town ef Gloucester. 
Gloucester: Proctor Brothers, l~O::Pp~-4b. 
Pringle, James R. The Book of the Three Hundredth 
Anniversarl• Gloucester: Boar~ ~e~ree Hundredth 
Anniversary Executive Committee, 1924. pp. 142-155. 
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THE TOWN OF GLOUCESTER 
In the year 1630 a band of Pilgrims under the leadership 
, of the son of the Rev. John Robinson landed at Annisquam. They 
built stages for drying fish and made provision for accommoda-
tions of their families. Records tell us that in 1633 a num-
ber of people were here, and that they gathered together, 
heard the word of God and sang hymns. From this date the 
First Parish Church of the town begins. 
In the year 1639 the General Court gave a grant of land 
to Mr. Maurice Thomson, a merchant of London, .to engage in a 
fishing venture. A home was built for Mr. Thomson but he 
never came to occupy it. A traveler of those early days 
speaks of sailing by Cape Ann and seeing the lonely house 
standing unoccupied. This same traveler, Thomas Lechford 
wrote that eleven fishermen and their chaplain Master Rashley 
lived on the Cape in 1639. y 
One day in February 1642 another group of settlers 
arrived from Plymouth. They were led by the Rev. Richard 
Blynman. These people had heard wonderful tales of fishing 
and had come to try their fortune on the stormy seas. 
The community had now grown sufficiently for the 
settlers to form a town. A town is made up of a group of 
people who agree to help each other and defend each other 
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against danger. They do all they can to make the place in 
which they live a beautiful place that will be an honor to the 
rest of the country. so it was that in 1642 the General Court 
granted the Charter of Incorporation. 
The name the settlers selected for their town was 
Gloucester, after the peaceful cathedral city where so many of 
them had come. They chose a clerk to keep records of Glouces-
ter. Eight men were chosen to take care of the town business. 
They were called selectmen. The town was now firmly estab-
lished. Y 
New settlers came slowly at first to make their home on 
Cape Ann. They were industrious and thrifty people. 
The center of the town was what is now the rotary of 
Route 128. The meeting house and many of the homes of the 
settlers stood here. A road led down to the landing of what 
is now the foot of Washington Street. A few of the settlers 
lived at Fishermen's Field, known today as Stage Fort Park. 
Others lived at the Neck of Houselots, now Wheeler's Point. 
Living conditions were crude but comfortable on Cape 
Ann in those days. There was sufficient good land to raise 
ample supply or cereals and vegetables. The harbor yielded 
an inexhaustible supply of good fish, while the flocks and 
herds furnished both meat and clothing. 
The timber growing on the Cape, especially the oak 
furnished the best material for ship-building. The greater 
part of the first laws passed were in relation to the cutting 
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of timber. saw mills and corn mills were erected along the 
various brooks and tide-water rivers. These did a thriving 
business in saw~ng timber and grinding corn. The woodland 
became so depleted that in 1667 the town voted restriction 
, in the cutting of cord wood in many sections of Gloucester. 
In their old homes in England, the settlers had not 
been allowed to hold public meetings to discuss their ideas 
about religious and national matters. One of the reasons 
, that brought them to America was the fact that they wished 
to be free to speak what was in their minds on these subjects. 
In order to do this, the settlers held town meetings in which 
the affairs of town and colony were talked over, and every 
man had the right to give his opinion on every subject dis-
cussed. Ever since, American towns have held town meetings 
and enjoyed the same freedom of speech as did the first 
settlers of Gloucester. 
1/ Babson, John J. Historg of the Town of Gloucester. 
Gloucester: Proctor Brothers, 186 .-p.~g;-----
2/ Rust, Abbie F. "Gloucester As a Town." Gloucester: 
Board o7 the Three Hundredth Anniversary Executive Committee, 
1924. 
3/ Pringle, James R. History of the Town and City of 
Gloucester. Gloucester: Published by tne AutEQr7 ~2. P• ~. 
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COLONIAL HOMES 
The first settlers who came to Cape Ann found the soil 
'stony, although tillable, the winters long and cold. Survival 
:meant very hard work. Behind them was the wide ocean and be-
fore them a vast wilderness. 
On the few spots that could be cultivated the early 
settlers built their rude log houses. The chimneys were made 
•· of stone and clay. The doors always faced south because in 
winter that was the warmest side. The windows were covered 
with oiled paper, for glass was a luxury. The roof of each 
. colonial home was covered with thatch. 
These first homes were probably lighted at night with 
;pine knots and were heated by fireplaces. The furniture in-
.. eluded tables, beds, stools and a chest for the household 
linens. Dishes were of pewter or tin. The family cooking 
was done in large brass or copper pots and iron kettles. 
These were big enough to hold fifteen gallons and were very 
heavy. These pots hung in the fiieplaoe. 
The first men, women and children who settled here and 
founded a new country had to work hard. The great wilderness 
could give them wealth, yet the simple everyday living meant 
a great deal of labor. If new clothes were needed, the women 
must comb, card, spin, weave and dye the cloth which was then 
sewn by hand. Beside their daily tasks the women had to make 
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·. soap a.nd cook herbs for medicine. The pine knots used to 
light the log cabins soon gave way to oil from fish which was 
burned in a lamp. Later candles were used. This meant long 
hours of dipping a piece of string over and over in grease and 
._tallow. The children helped make candles. In those days it 
was thought wrong to allow children to spend much time in play • 
. , The boys helped father on the farm or in the fishing boat; the 
girls helped mother in the home. The earliest colonists did 
not celebrate Christmas. Thanksgiving, training and election 
days were the only celebrations, and even on those days not 
··many amusements were permitted. 
It was hard working courageous settlers such as these, 
thousands of miles away from homes and friends, that laid the 
firm foundation of our great nation. 
Rust, Abbie F. "Colonial GlOl10ester.'1 Gloucester: Board 
1of the Three Hundredth Anniversary Executive Committee, 1924. 
;) 
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THE CHURCH IN COLONIAL TIMES 
No one was allowed to do work of any kind on Sunday. 
'The Sabboth, as it was called, began on Saturday at sunset 
,: and ended at sunset on Sunday. During that time, there could 
be no visiting, no heavy eating, not even the smell of cooking 
·and no traveling except to church. 
Everyone went to church. Sometimes the sermons lasted 
;two or three hours. It must have been pleasant to the people 
after a week's hard work to sit still and listen to the 
minister. They had no newspapers at first and very few books. 
The long sermons taught them much, and the news and gossip 
·would be exchanged on the way to and from church. Probably 
' 
1 the children did not care for the long sermons as much as 
' parents, for the pews were too high to look over and the seats 
;; were narrow and uncomfortable. Little girls sat beside their 
· mothers in the gallery. The pews on the floor of the meeting 
house were set aside for the men. The boys sat together 
either in the gallery or on one side of the floor. 
A tithing-man kept order among the boys by means of a 
·long pole with a round knob on the end which he brought down 
smartly on the head of any boy out of order. The other end 
of the pole had a squirrel's tail or a feather on it. This 
end he used to tickle the nose of anyone who fell asleep. 
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In 1688, about one-quarter of the settlers lived in what
1
! 
,: 
'i 
is now l7est Gloucester. They rowed across the river to church.,i 
i 
Although it was against the law to use boats, horses or wagons 
on Sunday; they could be used for church going by those who 
lived a long way from the meeting house. 
The minister was an important person in the town. His 
salary was paid in Indian corn, barley, fish or pork. Although.i 
:! 
there was a mint for coining money in the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony, the settlers of Cape Ann had very little to do with 
:\ 
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gold or silver coins. In addition to his salary, the minister ' 
was allowed a certain amount of firewood from the town land, 
for which he preached a lecture every third week from March 
to September. 
'I Beside preaching, the minister spent much time in visit-·: 
int the sick and dying. The long, cold winters brought much 
illness to the people. Fevers and small-pox were common. It 
was not unusual for the minister to be celled out of bed on a 
bitter winter night to attend the sick and dying. It was his 
duty to pray with the dying to the end. Marriages were not 
performed by the minister, but were done by a magistrate or 
judge. There were no marriages in Gloucester until about 1700. 
People who wished to be married had to journey to Ipswich or 
Salem. 
Rust, Abbie F. "Colonial Gloucester." Gloucester: Board 
of the Three Hundredth Anniversary Executive Committee, 1924. 
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C Qr/.iMOI~ LAUD 
When the first settlers came to Cape Ann, each man chose 
a piece of land on which to build his house. Some chose land 
at the Harbor. some at Riverdale and some in Annisquam. There 
were many acres not used, and this was called common land. 
Most of this land was covered with forests, and for many years 
nothing was done with it. The town decided to give six acres 
to each man who owned a house, and six acres to each young man 
·who had been born here, lived here and paid taxes. On one 
' bright day in 1688 all the men gathered at the Meeting House 
on the Green and drew lots for the common land. 
In 1700 there were still large tracts of common land 
'owned by no one; but as the new settlers were coming all the 
time, the town began to be a little more careful about giving 
• away the land. In 1707 another drawing was held at the Meet-
ing House. At this time each commoner and the minister re-
ceived lots of six, eight and ten acres apiece. 
The first settlers thatched the roofs of their houses 
with reeds. These reeds grew along the banks of the Annis-
' quam River and the river banks were part of the common land. 
I 
· In 1709 the commoners drew lots once more, and divided the 
I 
!I 
thatch banks among themselves. As time went on, the common 
· land was sold and the commoners died. 
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A number of years after Gloucester became a town an 
Indian named Samuel English claimed all of Cape Ann, because 
it had once belonged to his grandfather, the sagamore or chief 
of the :r:raumkeag tribe. After muoh dispute, in 1701, the town 
paid Samuel English about fifty dollars in present day ex-
, change. Then the land was free forever from any Indian claims •. i 
Because of its rocky shores to the east and vast forest 
to the west, Cape Ann was not attacked by Indians. Whenever 
the Indians put on their war paint, danced the war danae and 
attacked other settlements of the Massachusetts Bay Colony; 
brave Gloucester men were always among those who answered the 
oall to arms. In 1676 Indians rose in what is called King 
Phillip's War. Sixteen men, one-quarter of all the men in the 
town went to war. One man was killed. When the brave soldiers! 
; returned at the end of the war, they were given lots of the 
common land at Kettle Cove as a reward for their services. 
Pringle, James R. Histor¥ of the Town and ig~~ of 
Gloucester. Gloucester: Published-oy~e-xlithor, .-p. 30. 
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WITCHCRAFT 
The terrible episode of witchcraft of 1692 extended 
from Salem to Gloucester. This excitement was said to have 
started with pranks of a few small children, who were amused 
II 
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at the tales of witchcraft told to them by an old Negress from ii 
I 
the West Indies. The mischief went too far and the events that !J 
'i 
· followed are written on a very sad and dark page of our history.;i 
Some people were hanged, some pressed to death under 
heavy stones. Everyone was thoroughly frightened. It seemed 
·that the only way to escape being called a witch was to accuse 
someone else first. The excitement in Gloucester caused 
; Abigail Somes to be placed as a witch for seven months in 
'i 
Boston Jail. Another who was accused but not put in prison was II 
· M:rs. Ann Dolliver. The witchcraft scare lasted several months, 
. but when winter was nearly over it died out. Probably the 
;1 
! ,, 
i 
;i 
, people of both Salem and Gloucester came to be very sorry they ·i 
,[ had allowed their feelings to go so far as to put to death 
, helpless, old men and women for something which we know now 
as imagination. 
Pringle, James R. History of the Town ~ ig~l of 
Gloucester. Gloucester: Published-oy-r.he-xufhor, • 
I PP• 31-32. 
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UNJUST TAXES 
Our forefathers had other troubles besides those of 
Indians and witches. They had come to America to have as much 
freedom as possible. They were unwilling to pay the heavy 
taxes which were laid on them by the rulers of England. 
Several towns of Massachusetts refused to pay the heavy taxes 
: imposed by the governor, Sir Edwin Andros. Gloucester was one 
·Of these towns. Because they would not collect such unjust 
. taxes from the townspeople, five of the selectmen and two of 
the settlers of Gloucester were taken before the court of 
Salem and ordered to pay a large fine. The town paid the 
fine rather than submit to such harsh treatment. While Andros 
'was trying to find a way to make the colonists pay the taxes, 
a new king was placed on the throne in England. The king sent 
·over a new man Sir William Phips. With the coming of the new 
governor, the colonists had an easier time, althotlgh all of 
ti their old liberties were not given to them. 
Rust, Abbie F. "Colonial Gloucester·" Gloucester: Board 
i 
• of the Three Hundredth Anniversary Executive Committee, 1924. 
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PARISH DIVISIONS 
Sandy Bay was the early name of the northern part of 
Cape Ann. This included what is now the town of Rockport. 
The land at Sandy Bay was good for farming, the ocean was near, 
the great forests gave protection from the icy blasts of 
; winter. The first settlers were Richard Tarr and John Pool. 
It is said that these men were induced'to live at Sandy Bay 
, by coasters, who wished to carry away wood from the forests. 
In 1695, John Babson received a grant of land at 
·· Straitsmouth for fishing. Babson•s name might not be so well 
remembered, if it were not for his famoQs fight with a bear • 
. : While on his way throQgh the woods one day, he met and was 
attacked by brQin. wx. Babson had nothing but a knife with 
which to defend himself, but after a terrific struggle he 
succeeded in killing the animal. Then he removed the skin 
. and spread it out to dry on the wave-washed rocks of a nearby 
neck of land. Bears~in Neck it is to this very day. 
As the years went by, Sandy Bay became quite a settle-
with a thriving trade in wood. In 1754, a meeting house 
was built, and Sandy Bay became the Fifth Parish of Gloucester. 
·: The Second Parish was at West Gloucester; the Third Parish, at 
Annisquam. 
Meanwhile fishing and commercial interests had grown 
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! so rapidly that the Harbor section took on greater importance. , 
It became known as the First Parish, and the old one at the 
Green became the Fourth Parish. 
Between 1730 and 1740 many fine homes were built in 
Gloucester, some of which are standing today. Furnishings for 
these homes were sometimes sent over from England, sometimes 
brought back from foreign voyages by the captains of Gloucester 
vessels. The three principal streets in the town were Fore 
Street (now r!Iain), Cornhill (Middle Street), and Back Street 
(now Prospect), rising one behind the other along the hill-
sides. Some of the houses on the water side of Cornhill were 
built with their front doors facing Fore Street. Terraces, 
laid out in flower gardens, led from these front doors down 
to the street below. Many pleasant gatherings of the towns-
people were held in these fine homes, and many well known were 
entertained in them. One of the Cornhill houses, the Sargent-
Murray-Gilman house, which is still standing, was the home for 
a number of years of a famous man, the Rev. John Murray. Mr. 
Murray, who came from 3ngland, was the founder of the first 
Universalist society in Gloucester. He married the lovely Mrs. 
Judith Sargent Stevens, who owned the Cornhill house, and who 
was a well-known writer of her day. 
Rust, Abbie F. "Late Colonial Gloucester." Gloucester: 
Board of the Three Hundredth Anniversary Executive Committee, 
1924. 
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~LIE SQUIRP..EL AND THE PIRATES 
When we read of pirates today, we think of southern 
seas and tropic isles; but the dreaded black flag fluttered 
over peaceful l!ew England waters two hundred years ago. 
Among these was the well known pirate Quelch, Samuel 
Bellamy and John Phillips. 
In 1723 and 1724 a band of pirates under the command of 
John Phillips infested the New England waters, seizing vessels 
off our coast. In eight months time 34 craft and f~llen prey 
to his savage gang. The crews, who were not killed outright, 
were beaten and forced to labor for the pirates. Such 
unfortunates were called forced men. 
Meanwhile in Annisquam John Haraden built a sloop, 
"The Squirrel" for his son An drew to skipper. April had come 
and the sloop was not completed. The Haradens feared the 
fishing season would be over before the Squirrel was finished 
off inside to every detail. So it was decided to send the 
craft on her first trip with the carpenters completing the 
work whenever possible. Almost before the startled fishermen 
knew what was happening, the pirate Phillips and his robber 
horde had taken the vessel. Phillips abondoned his own vessel 
and appropriated the fishing craft for his piratical purposes. 
Because the carpentering was not yet completed, Haraden 
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and his crew were spared to work at that. :Now and then they 
contrived to whisper to one another, and made a plan to re-
capture the vessel and to get rid of the pirates. 
At the hour agreed upon and before John Hott, the 
leading pirate, could unsheathe his sword, the strong arms of 
Edward Cheeseman, one of the forced men, had grasped h~s and 
tossed him into the sea without waiting to find a plank for 
him to walk. 
At the same mo~ent the tools came into play. Phillips, 
the master pirate, fell beneath an adze swung by Andrew Harade~l 
Burrell, the boatswain, was killed by a broad-axe. James 
Sparks, the gunner, was thrown overboard to keep Nott company, 
and the rest of the pirates were so cowed that they surrendered 
themselves prisoners to the plucky fishermen. It was a victory 
of the vanquished. dhen the prisoners were tried at Boston, 
some of them were found to be forced men and were set free; 
but two were proved guilty of piracy and were executed at 
Charlestown Ferry. It is supposed that the bodies of Phillips , 
and Burrell were hung from a mock gallows on Hangman's Island, 
an islet in Annisquam River, over which now run the tracks of 
the Boston and Maine Railroad. 
Babson, John J. History of the Town of Gloucester. 
Gloucester: Proctor Brothers, 1860:-pp. 287~89. 
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THE GLOUCESTER C01WANY AT LOUISBURG 
For some years there were rumors of war between England 
and France. England wished to control Canada and drive the 
French out of North America. In such a war Gloucester would 
be easy prey. The shores and the harbor were thickly settled. 
In the harbor, rode a large fleet of vessels, increased at 
times by vessels from other towns along the coast. Such an 
exposed town and fleet would tempt an enemy. In the year 1743 
a breastworks and platform with twelve 8 pounders were erected 
on Watch Hill, today "The Fort". 
In 1744 war had been declared. One of the nearest 
places held by the French was the town of Louisburg, on the 
island of Cape Breton. It was plain that Louisburg must be 
taken from the French, or our fisheries and trade would be 
broken up forever. 
On April 4, 1745, four thousand troops sailed from 
Boston. Among them were 41 Gloucester men, under the command 
of Captain Byles. At Canso, the troops were joined by an 
English naval force. After a three months siege, Louisburg, 
despairing of aid from France, was obliged to surrender. 
I 
No story of Louisburg would be complete without mention-
ing the ridiculous legend of Peg Wesson. Peg was an old woman 
who lived near "the Garrison House" on Back Street. She was 
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, said by the townspeople to be a wi tchl Just before the 
soldiers sailed away to Louisburg, a few of them paid a visit 
to Peg Wesson's house. But their manners and talk were so 
rude, that Peg lost her patience, and threatened to do them 
harm while on their campaign. Of course, the soldiers went 
away laughing and unafraid. One day, while in camp at Louis-
' burg, these same soldiers noticed a crow flying in circles 
above their heads. They fired at the bird, but no one seemed 
able to kill it. A soldier suggested that the crow must be 
Peg Wesson transformed. A silver sleeve button was hastily 
rammed into a gun and discharged at the bird, which fell 
wounded in the leg. \~en the siege of Louisburg was over and 
the soldiers came back to Gloucester, how astonished they were 
to learn that at the very moment the crow dropped, Peg Wesson 
fell near the Garrison House with a broken leg. Furthermore, 
that the doctor, on dressing the limb, extracted a foreign 
substance from the bone that proved to be the same sleeve 
button fired at the crow, Witchcraft? No -- only a legend. 
,, 
I 
Pringle, James R. History of the Town and ~5~Y of 1
1
: 
Gloucester. Gloucester: Published-oy-r.he-xufhor 1 • PP• 60-6~: 
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CHAPTER IV 
THE REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD 
GAT".tiERING WAR CLOUDS 
In the nolitical affairs of the country. trouble was 
, fast approaching. Gloucester was awake to the first signs of 
it. On october 7, 1765 the people crowded into the town meet-
ing to protest against the Stamp Act which was about to be 
thrust upon the colonies. The people ordered the Gloucester 
representative to enter into no measure which might endanger 
their liberties. 
When the cargoes of unwanted tea were waiting for the 
people of Boston to pay duty upon them, our townspeople met on 
December 15, 1773, and unanimously voted, ---
nThis town think it an indispensable duty we owe to 
ourselves, to our countrymen, and to posterity, to declare, 
and we do declare, ---
"That we will use our most strenuous exertions, not 
only that there shall be no teas landed in this town, subject 
to a duty payable in America; but that we will have no commerce 
with any person or persons that have, or shall have, any 
concern in buying or selling that detestable herb. 
"That, if we are compelled to make the last appeal to 
Heaven, we will defend our resolutions and our liberties at 
the expense of all that is dear to us." 
Newburyport merchants agreed not to trade with Great 
50 
Britain nor with the West Indies, Gloucester ~allowed their 
example. It meant making at home what had ~ormerly been 
bought ~rom abroad. Housewives were soon busy ~inding sub-
stitutes ~or the ~oods they would no longer buy. 
A break with England meant great hardships ~or all the 
colonies. But it spelled almost sure ruin to a town like 
Gloucester, where the peo~le depended upon ~ishing and ~oreign 
trade ~or their living. Yet our sturdy ~ore~athers did not 
~linch. They ~aced the coming storm. 
In April, war preparations began in earnest. A company 
o~ minute-men was organized under Nathaniel Warner's command,· 
and the town busied itsel~ with running musket-balls, making 
cartridges and buying small-arms. 
Babson, John J. History o~ the Town o~ Gloucester. 
Gloucester: Proctor Brothers, 1~o:-p.~--
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WAR COMES TO GLOUCESTER 
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Thirty-one of the "most prominent and respectable cit-
izens" were chosen as a Committee of Safety. The day of the 
minute-men was over; the day o£ the real army had oome. More 
fire-arms were ordered. Housekeepers unpacked their precious 
stores of homespun blankets for the newly-enlisted soldiers 
who could not furnish their own. The town paid for these 
supplies, and promised needy soldiers that their families 
would be provided for during their absence. 
One company, enlisted in four days by Capt. Nathaniel 
Warner, marched away to Cambridge in May. June 12th, Capt. 
John Rowe's company left town. This was made up at Sandy Bay 
and the Farms. It contained only six privates who were not 
fishermen or sailors. More than a third of the recruits were 
under twenty-one; the youngest was William Low, a lad of four-
teen, and the Captain's son, John Rowe, Jr., was only sixteen. 
Both these companies fought bravely at Bunker Hill. 
Capt. Warner seemed to have a oharmed life, a musket-barrel 
burst in his hands; the next gun he seized was struck by a 
bullet; another shot split his penknife-handle in his pocket; 
but he won through, unhurt. 
To Cape Ann people, the early days of August, 1775, 
were thrilling indeed. On the 5th, the British sloop-or-war 
"Falcon," commanded by Capt. Linzee, came sailing into 
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Ipswich Bay and almost into Squam Harbor. The grazing sheep 
in the pastures near Coffin's Beach looked very tempting to 
the Captain, so he sent a boat load of men ashore to take the 
sheep. But Major Peter Coffin, who was watching the "Falcon," 
gathered five or six men from the neighboring farms and hid i! i: 
, behind the sandhills, peppering the British as they approached. I! 
!: Thinking a large force of soldiers were stationed behind the 
hills, the sailors, alarmed, retreated to the "Falcon.tt 
Three days later his chance came to punish Gloucester. 
Capt. Linzee had captured a West Indiaman schooner and was 
chasing a second, when she fled into Gloucester Harbor and ran 
,, ashore on the flats. A crowd of indignant citizens gathered 
near the schooner at once. They had no intention of letting 
Linzee carry her off. As soon as bargemen from the nFalcontt 
tried to board the grounded schooner, men on shore fired upon 
them. Linzee was very angry. He sent in his prize schooner, 
with a cutter, all manned with well-armed sailors, to capture 
the stranded vessel. 
Meantime, to make sure of his revenge, he ordered the 
1' 
'I 
town fired upon. To add to his activities, Linzee sent a boat-:; 
li load of men to burn the town. They landed at Fort Point, but, ·1 
in a few minutes, they were all taken prisoners by Gloucester 
men. 
While these things were going on, the party which had 
undertaken to defend the schooner on the flats had succeeded in 
capturing both of the West Indianmen, the cutter and barges. 
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This part of the fi@lt cost Gloucester two lives. One man 
was killed on the spot and one was fatally wounded. But the 
bombardment, which was meant to be so deadly, had butchered 
one lone hog. 
The captured boats were brought on shore and hauled up 
back of the meeting house. TWo years later, the boats were 
sold for the benefit of the poor of the town. 
Babson, John J. History of the Town of Gloucester. 
Gloucester: Proctor Brothers, l~O:-pp~8~96. 
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PRIVATEERIUG 
After the Linzee affair had called the attention to the 
··public to the need of forts in Gloucester, riflemen were sent 
down from Cambridge to protect the town. The citizens threw 
up breastworks, near the Old Battery. Fortifications were also 
, erected at stage Fort, Duncan's point and on a bank near the 
Cut. There was, however, no other attack on the town. 
Before autwmn, privateering had begun on a small scale. 
Fishing boats were used for that purpose. A privateer is an 
; armed vessel, owned and officered by private persons, which 
.cruises about in time of war with the object of seizing the 
,enemy's ships or annoying his commerce. 
A brig from Canada, bound for Boston with coal and iron, 
carrying a deck-load of live-stock for the British troops, was 
. brought in and unloaded at Wheeler's Point. The "Nancy" 
another prize, not taken by Gloucester sailors, was brought in 
here on the 28th of November, 1775 by the armed schooner "Lee." 
The cargo thus secured was of great assistance to General 
·washington, for the "Nancyn had been laden at London with a 
' 
,large quantity of small-arms and ammunition. 
As winter came on, Gloucester could not help but feel 
anxious for the welfare of her citizens. Many of them, in 
peace times, found it hard to make their summer's earnings 
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1 carry them through the winter without debt. Now with the 
fishing gone, and almost no work to be had for the men who were!, 
not fighting or privateering, the poor were very poor indeed. 
To relieve this distress, the town sent two schooners down to 
Virginia to get grain. 
i! 
'I But, before the grain vessels returned,!! 
200 bushels of corn had to be procured elsewhere for the use 
of the people. 
On June lOth, 1776, Sandy Bay people attempted a pri-
vateering expedition. But the experience brought them only 
bitter disappointment and loss. 
I 
]: 
High hopes were set upon the fine new brig "Gloucester,",: 
which was built at Annisquam for that purpose. She sailed in 
the summer of 1777, armed with 18 carriage guns and manned by 
130 men. She sent in two prizes, each having some precious 
salt in its lading. And then she was never heard of again. 
By this one disaster, Gloucester had sixty more widows. 
The "General Starks" was perhaps the most active of 
the Gloucester privateers. She carried 135 men and boys and 
mounted 18 guns. After various exploits she was captured by 
the British ship "Chatham" and taken to Halifax. 
Battles, prison-ships, wrecks, and other results of the 
war claimed nearly 400 victims. One-sixth of the townspeople 
were depending almost wholly upon charity. Paper money was 
worth only one-seventieth of its original value. Salt was so 
scarce that works for making it were set up, as in the early 
days of the settlement. 
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The long years of misery wore away. The people never 
gave up. They raised their quotas of soldiers, although it 
was harder and harder to get men for the army. They fulfilled 
every demand made upon them; it was to them a patriotic duty. 
As the end of the war drew near careful attention was 
paid that articles to preserve the ancient privileges on the 
fishing grounds were contained in the peace treaty. 
october 22, 1783, there was much rejoicing in Gloucester.!: 
:Peace news was brought by the ship "Robin Hood," just in from 
i· 
1 London. Liberty and independence were secure. There were no 
steam whistles to shriek the joyful tidings. The happy 
•· townsfolk illuminated an aged oak tree that grew on the hill 
·at Duncan's :Point. That night, over the harbor where once 
. Linzee's men fought, danced the twinkling lights of peace. 
Babson, John J. History of the Town of Gloucester. 
Gloucester: :Proctor Brothers, 186o:-pp:-4IT8=427. 
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DOGTOWN MAP 
GLOUCESTER'S FAMOUS DESERTED VILLAGE 
A complete ducnptlon of Dogtown, includang its history, nameJa of famihet, 
and many interesting anecdotes, wntten by Roger W . Babson, may be aecured 1.t the 
Histoncal Hou,e, Pleasant Street, Gloucester, Mass. Pnce, l5 cenu prepaid. 
This description u abo found in the 'Toumc's Gutde of Cape Ann which may be 
~«Ured at the OLD BOOK SHOP, lS High St., Rockport, or u 6S M1ddle 
St., Glouce,ter, or at the leading hotels and homes tahng tourius. Price S 1.00 
poupaid. 
The ma1n outlet of Dogtown was once near the 
James Bab.on hop (built in 1658), located on Eastern 
Avenue. The trail running out at this point, passing the 
Old 1\lill, was later used as the railroad roadbed. It is now 
very confusing however to enter from this point. The be·t 
way to enter Dogtown now is from Reynard treet. 
Take a bus or automobile from Gloucester in a 
northerly direction up Washington Street to what is known 
as Riverdale. Directly after passing the Soldier's Monu-
ment, Reynard Street will be found leading easterly to the 
right. After passing through Reynard Street, one should 
bear to the left, and the first Dogtown house site ( J) will 
soon be found. The tourist should follow up Gravel Hill, 
passing the various old cellars in the numerical order indi-
cated on the map in this leaflet 
Directly after passing (20), one comes to Dogtown 
quare. It is well at this point to turn east and visit cellar 
(21), (22) and (23}, then retrace one's steps to Dogtown 
Square, turning then up Wharf Road to the Commons 
Road. When reaching the Commons Road. one can bear 
to the right and go to the Whale's Jaw, a mile or more 
easterly. Most tourists, however, will find it satisfactory 
merely to visit cellars (25), (35), (37), (38), (39), (40), 
and then retrace thci r steps westerly through the Commons 
Road, passing by the Rifle Range to cellar (26), at the 
junction of Stanwood Street and Gee Avenue. 
At this point, one should go southerl on the back 
road, pa sing cellars (6), (5), (4) and (3). brin~ing one 
back to the point of beginning at cellars ( 1) and (2). Al-
tho an automobile can drive in about half-way on the Dog-
town Road or on the Common ~ Road, yet we advi e that an 
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CATHOLIC CEMHARY 
DOG TOWN GLOUCESTER_. MASS. 1650 -1750 
automobile be left at the junction of the Dogtown Road 
and the Back Road, in the vicinity of cellars ( l) and (2). 
Then the circular trip of about three miles can be made on 
foot. Remember that the "Roads" above mentioned are 
now only berry paths. 
INDEX OF THE OLD CELLARS 
BACK ROAD 
(Starting from Cherry Street) 
1. Nathaniel Day 
2. Becky Rich 
8. Molly Millett 
4. Emmons Family 
6. Mussey Family 
6. Smith Family 
DOGTOWN ROAD 
(Starting from Cherry Street) 
7. Benjamin Stanwood 
8. Jeremiah Millett 
9. Clark Family 
10. Arthur Wharf 
11. Philip Priestley 
12. William Wilson 
18. Joseph Winslow 
14. Hannah Stevens 
'16. Easter Carter 
16. James Dennerit 
17. Dorcas Foster 
18. Isaac Dade 
19. Joseph Ingersoll 
20. Widow Day 
(School Houae) 
21. Stephen Robinson 
22. Joseph Riggs 
28. Colonel Pearce 
WHARF ROAD 
(connecting Dogtown Road with 
Commons Road to Whale's Jaw) 
24. Abram Wharf 
25. Peter Lurvey 
COMMONS ROAD 
(Starting from junction of Gee 
Ave. and Stanwood St.) 
26. Stanwood House 
27. "The Castle" 
28. Bennett Fann 
29. Hilton Place 
30. Joseph Hunter and cobbler shop 
T. Liz Tucker 
R. Judy Rhines 
X. Unidentified 
31. Jim White 
32. Ann Davis 
33. Esther Wharf 
S. Nehemiah Stanwood 
W. James Wharf 
a.&. Unidentified 
35. James Wharf, Sr. 
36. Whipple Family 
37. Wither Family 
38. White Family 
39. Benjamin Allen 
40. Unidentified 
NOTE: Other cellars will be found but all are not numbered because 
the owner ia not known. An identifying number is cut into a granite 
boulder near each cellar to help viaitora find the cellars and hence follow 
the trip outlined herein. 
CAPE ANN'S OLDEST BUILDING 
is supposed to be the James Babson Stone Cooperage Shop, located on 
route 127 midway between Glouceatcr and Rockport. It u now owned by 
the City of Gloucester, but is open freely to vuitors Saturday afternoons 
in July and August from 3 :30 to 5 :00 P.M. It contains a very intet"est• 
ing collection of old things. 
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DOGTOWN 
The earliest settlers of Cape Ann looked first for a 
qniet cove in which to anchor. So the first settlements were 
little villages near the heads of bays and inlets. The people 
L 
went across the hills throngh the woods from cove to cove nntil ·~ 
well trodden paths were formed. Later canseways and bridges 
were bnilt across some of the inlets. So it came abont that 
in places Cape Ann had two sets of travelled ways. Almost 
every village had its own paths to villages npon the other 
side of the cape. 
Having no way of traveling thronghont the state, 
Gloncester fishermen were obliged to be farmers as well; not 
' only raising crops bnt having sheep and cattle. Each man had 
his own land to cnltivate, bnt the sheep and cattle were 
pastnred together in a central spot. It was the dnty of the 
old men and the larger boys to drive the cattle to pasture, 
watch them during the day and return with them at night. 
' Since the neighbors used the land in common, such pastures 
were known as the "Commons". 
Popular Street and Cherry Street were the main high-
ways at the time. Also the settlement at Annisquam was for 
many years larger than at Gloucester proper. The ohnrch was 
at "the Green". There was a grist mill at Annisqnam. The 
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people who built on ''Dogtown" were settlers on or near what 
they may have expected to be a sort of main street at that 
time. 
The soil in those days was stronger and better than it 
L 
is now, and for a long time produced good crops. War and pirooJ, 
!i 
were common in those days. There was a certain amount of 
safety for an inland settlement. 
The decline of "Dogtownn began about 1750 when the 
enterprising fsmilies of Gloucester gave up logging and farming!; 
:i ;: 
to enter the fishing and shipping business. The Harbor villageii 
i. 
now became the center of activity. People moved from the H 
1: 
center of the Cape to the land near the water. The eliminationi 
of the Barbary Pirates and the winning of the war with England 
made it safe to live on the shore. No new homes were built on 
"Dogtown". In the course of time only poor people were left 
to occupy the dwellings. The land had lost most of its fertil-: 
i ty. Some of the homes were occupied by the widows of men who 11 ,. 
,' 
!I 
were lost at sea or killed in the Revolutionary War. Ail these1: 
widows had dogs, and this was the reason why it was known as 
nnogtovm". So it gradually ran down until it became the poor-
est quarters of the Cape and was finally deserted. !/ 
No account of Dogtown would be complete without 
mentioning "Tammy" Younger. She lived with her aunt, "Lnce" 
George, at the foot of Fox Hill near the Alewife Brook, on 
the road to Dogtown. The story goes that from the door of 
her house "Tammy", by witchcraft. wonld keep oxen standing 
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with their tongues out. This always happened at the foot of 
the hill until the driver paid toll of woo~ or corn. It was 
also told that she would go down to the wharves when the 
vessels came in, and demand fish from the trip. When she died 
on a winter day in 1829, she had established enough of a 
reputation as a witch that has kept her memory alive for over 
a hundred years. £1 
The last house was torn down in 1845 and since that 
time "Dogtown" has become a subject for poetry and romance. 
Today the geological student and the blueberry picker enjoy 
the scenic beauty of upland and lowland, field and forest, 
brooks and ponds. 
lJ Babson, Roger W. Do§town, Gloucester's Deserted 
Village. Babson Park: Babson vtatistical Organization, 1927. 
£1 Hawes, Charles B. Gloucester ~ Land And Sea. 
Boston: Little, Brown, and Company. 192'3":"" p:-I"l'~r:--
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,. very much opposed to war. In a town meeting they declared it 
"extremely unjust and unwise." The fisheries of Gloucester 
suffered great losses. A few vessels were able to carry goods 
under neutral colors, but this was very dangerous. Often the 
vessels were captured, and the men thrown into English prisons.: 
In the second year of the war, the enemy invaded Cape 
Ann. A British frigate "The l~ymph", cruising along the shore, 
captured quite a number of coasters and fishing vessels. The 
English refused to give them up until the captains paid a ran-
som of $200.00 for each vessel. 
After this, the old forts were repaired, and barracks 
:t 
for the soldiers were built at Stage Fort Park. TWo companies i 
of state militia, and one company of United States regulars 
were stationed here. 
In June 1814, a British frigate entered Ipswich Bay. 
Two barges full of sailors came into Squam Harbor and did much 
damage to the vessels there. They burned one sloop, sunk 
another, and carried off two small schooners loaded with fish. 
A coaster loaded with flour was driven ashore on Eastern Point 
by one of the enemy frigates. Colonel Appleton, in charge of 
the forces here, gathered his artillerymen on the shore. They 
kept the enemy off, and the schooner was saved. 
"The Nymph" soon put in a second appearance, this time 
at Sandy Bay. A few men and three carriage guns had been 
stationed at a fort at Bearskin Neck to protect the village. 
At midnight, a barge landed at Long Cove. The men crept 
----··- ----------- -----·---------------·-- ~----- -------.-- ---
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stealthily up to the fort and took the sentinel by surprise. 
The fort was theirs and, with it, about fourteen prisoners. 
J~other barge made its way to the westerly side of the Neck. 
But the sentinel here had rung the bell in the belfry of the 
"Old Meeting House" to warn the people. The British fired a 
shot in the belfry of the church to stop the bell and struck 
a post in the steeple. The firing of the heavy guns caused 
a leak in the British barge. It began to fill with water. 
The British officer and hi:s men then seized a boat and made 
their escape. 
Babson, John J. History of the Town of Gloucester. 
Gloucester: Proctor Brothers, 18607:Pp~4=olo. 
Pringle, James R. Risto~ of the Town and ig~l of 
Gloucester. Gloucester: Puolis~d-oy~e~or, .--
PP• 9()-98. 
Stevenson, Annabelle .''War of 1812" Gloucester: Board 
of the Three Hundredth Anniversary Executive Committee, 1924. 
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PRIVATEERDJG 
The old privateering spirit was revived, and this was 
the only venture of the town on the seas during the war. 
The first vessels fitted out were two pinkey boats, 
the "Madison1' and "Little Madison." On her first voyage, the 
"Madison" captured two prizes. One was a ship loaded with 
government stores, and the other was a ship with a cargo of 
lumber. The second voyage was unsuccessful. 
The largest vessels fitted out from this town were the 
"Thrasher", the "Orlando", and the "Swordfish." The "Thrasher" 
had a thrilling experience. One day her captain spied a 
British vessel. Some distance ahead was a fleet o~ British 
merchant vessels convoyed by warships. The daring captain 
boarded the ship, and found it was carrying a valuable cargo 
from the East Indies. He astonished the British captain, 
for this seaman did not know the two countries were at war. 
The vessel would be taken to a United States port, and the 
crew would be rewarded for the prize. The bold captain of 
the "Thrashern was unwise. Had he kept on the same course 
as the British warships, he could have finally slipped away 
unnoticed. Instead he steered in another direction. One of 
the men-of-war noticed this change of direction and sent a 
frigate to give chase. The Yankee prize crew was soon 
r·lo I 
overtaken, and the British captain was once more the master of 
his vessel. The "Thrasher" was sent to Gilbralter; the crew, 
to Dartmouth prison. 
The "Orlando" and the "Swordfish were not successful 
in privateering. Both were taken by the British on their 
second trip. 
The "Pickering" was captured by the British who also 
took off all the men except the captain and his son. Then the 
vessel was put in cherge of a prize crew. The "Pickering" was 
a fine new vessel, and her captain and part owner did not in-
tend to lose such a valuable vessel. So he and his son thought 
of a plan. Nobody knows exactly what it was; but they re-
captured the boat, and brought her safely back to Gloucester. 
A few of our small vessels were detained in Virginia 
harbors by the Embargo Act. The men returned home April 25, 
1814, in an open boat after a journey of thirty-four days. 
They had travelled a thousand miles, and for 56 miles had 
hauled their boat across capes and headlands. They had a 
very strange name for their boat. Write embargo backwards 
and you have this peculiar name, "Ograbme." 
Peace came in February 1815. Cape Ann was stirred with 
excitement. Bells rang, and the townspeople were joyful as 
they sang the patriotic songs of the day. Church services 
were held in the First Parish Church in thanksgiving for the 
return of peace. Later a peace ball was held and all people 
of the town joined in the celebration. 
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The privateering ventures were very unsuccessful, and 
the losses effectually crushed out any further desire to em-
bark on this business. The people were eager to return to 
their peace-time occupations, so that Cape Ann might became 
once more a prosperous, thriving port. 
Babson, John J. History of the Town of Gloucester. 
Gloucester: Froctor Brothers, 18607:Pp:-o!l=bl8. 
Fringle, James R. Risto~ of the Town and ig~l of 
Gloucester. Gloucester: Publis~d-oy~e~or, .--
PP• 99-103. 
stevenson, Annabelle. "Frivateering" Gloucester: Board 
of the Three Hundredth Anniversary Executive Committee, 1924. 
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TRANSJ? OR TAT IOIT 
The sea has always been a highway for Gloucester 
vessels. At various times in Gloucester's history, steamboats 
have plied with commerce between Boston and Gloucester. This 
method of transportation was unprofitable, and the last 
venture abondonded around 1920. 
The first regular public transportation between 
Gloucester and Boston by land was established in 1788 by 
Jonathan Lowe. On April 25 of that year, he started operating 
two-horse open carriages between the two places. This vehicle 
left Gloucester twice a week, in the morning and returning the 
next day. Nearly a whole day was occupied in making the jour-
ney. Besides the Gloucester stage, only four other stages ran 
into Boston, one from Salem, one from Portsmouth, one from 
, Providence, and one from new York. 
In about 1805 a daily line was established. Four-horse 
coaches soon replaced the old vehicles, and continued to carry 
passengers once a day for many years. A few years later 
another daily stage was added. This enabled passengers to 
visit Boston, and return the same day. 
upon the completion of the Eastern Railroad in 1844, 
a group of citizens urged the company to extend its services 
to Gloucester. At the time, the company thought it impractical.! 
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However, objections were overcome, and the Eastern Railroad 
Company was induced to undertake the enterprise. !/ 
The road-bed of the railroad crosses the Annisquam River at 
Hangman's Island, remembered for the part it played in the 
pirate stories of Gloucester. 
Regular trips on the Gloucester branoh of the railroad 
started November 2, 1847. Today the Boston and Maine Railroad 
service this city with 15 daily runs. 
1/ Babson, John J. Histort of the Town of Gloucester. 
Gloucester: Proctor Brothers, 18 o:-p~5~5~ 
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Following the Revolution until about 1830 conditions 
were very poor in Gloucester. Low prices paid for fish was 
. one of the contributing causes of the depression at this time. 
The attention of the Gloucester merchants was directed toward 
'I 
i 
'I II 
I 
.I 
:I 
I 
foreign commerce. I There developed a very profitable East India :I 
trading business. The leader in this venture was Daniel 
. Rogers, although the Pearce and Sargent families were very 
active. Gloucester families operated sailing ships to China, 
India and the East Indies. 
In 1790 Col. Pearce who had a sheep farm on Dogtown 
. sent the first vessel to Surinam, the capitol of Dutch Guiana. 
Gloucester almost entirely controlled this trade. The chief 
article of export was hake, al thou.gh other provisions such as 
beef, prok, ham and flour were sent in large quantities. 
The return cargoes consisted almost wholly of molasses and 
sugar. Some coffee and cocoa were also brought back. 
In 1857, this commerce was at its height with twenty 
barques and brigs engaged in foreign trade. Si~een cleared 
for Surinam. The others were used ·by the India Company who 
carried on trade with Calcutta, India. 
Like Salem, ·Newburyport, and other New England 
maritime ports, the foreign commerce was transferred to 
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Boston. Gloucester men turned their attention again to the 
great ocean fisheries. Many of the fine, old houses of 
Gloucester were built during the years of the Surinam trading. 
These were the days of the square rigged ships. 
Babson, John J. History of the Town of Gloucester. 
Gloucester: Proctor Brothers, 1~0:-p.~.--
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CHAPTER VI 
CIVIL WAR PERIOD 
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CIVIL WAR 
In the early days of Gloucester, there were laws of the 
colonies which permitted slavery. Here on Cape Ann, slaves 
were owned as house-servants and field hands. At the time of 
the Revolution, it is said that nearly three hundred were held 
in Gloucester. Many lived at the Coffin Farm in West Glouces-
ter. The slaves were given a day of freedom once a year known 
as "Nigger 'Lection". On this day, they held a joyous celebra-
tion in a tavern which stood on Western Avenue. 
The Constitution of Massachusetts adopted in 1780 be-
gins with these words: "All men are created equal." In 1783 
the Supreme Court of the state decided that these words made 
slavery unconstitutional in Massachusetts. So the slaves in 
Gloucester were freed. :rtost of them seem to have left the 
town soon after. During the next forty years the other north-
ern states followed the example of Massachusetts. 
By 1820, the United States had become divided in two 
sections with very different ideas on slavery. The quarrel 
grew bitter until 1860 the southern states began a movement 
to separate from the United states, and form an independent 
nation. Four years of war followed. 
When President Lincoln, in April 1861, issued his call 
for volunteers, Gloucester was one of the very first places to 
79 
respond. Company G left on the ten o'clock train next morning ' 
for the front. It formed part of the Eighth Regiment, which 
was the second to reach i:il!ashington. The timely arrival of the 
. Eighth in washington was a great relief to Presi aent Lincoln, ,I 
!I 
I' 
who had no news from the north for a week. After Baltimore was i! 
occupied by the Union troops, Company G formed part of its 
garrison. On August 2, a great patriotic celebration was held 
to greet Company G on its return. Its members had enlisted for : 
three months only. All but two of the Company re-enlisted 
for further service. As an organization, Company G went to 
the front on two other occasions, in September, 1862, and in 
July, 1864. 
On April 19, 1861, another company was raised to serve 
for three years. This was known as Company K and formed a 
part of the Twelfth Regiment. From 1862 to 1864 this regiment 
. was in all the heavy fighting which raged during three years 
in Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania. At Antietam, one of 
the greatest and bloodiest battles of the Civil War, it lost 
283 out of 340 men. During the later part of the fight it 
·was commanded by Captain Cook of Gloucester, who was afterwards 
promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel. The Regiment had a share in 
the great battles of Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, 
Gettysburg, the 1.'ifilderness, and Spottsylvania. 
Three other companies were raised in Gloucester during 
the war. Members of tJ: ... ese fought in the expedition to North 
I 
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Carolina in 1862 and 1863, in that to New Orleans in 1862, and 
in the heavy fighting a.roll.nd Washington and Richmond from 1862 
to the end of the war. 
In 1863, the war came close to Glollcester. A Confed-
erate raider, the "Tacony•', appeared on Georges, and began to 
seize and bll.rn our fishing vessels. Six schooners in all were 
thlls destroyed. Fortunately the raiders were soon suppressed. 
Gloucester needed :protection, and immediate action was 
taken to repair and set ll.Jl fortifications. The government 
' bollght land at East Gloucester and built a fort. The older 
forts at stage Fort and Fort Point were repaired, and put in 
readiness. Fortunately they were never needed. 
Gloucester contribllted heavily in money to all causes il 
i• 
connected with the war. The women furnished hospital !I equipment~! 
comforts for soldiers, and help for those left in need of it 
by the enlistment of wage earners. 
II 
r 
,: 
Parsons, Ralph p. "Gloucester's Part in the Civil War" !\ 
Gloucester: Board of the Three Hundredth Anniversary Executive 
Committee, 1924. 
Pringle, James R. History of the Town and igt~ of 
Gloucester. Gloucester: Published-oy-rne-xufhQr7 9 .--
:PP• 67-89. 
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GLOUCESTER AS A CITY 
By 1875, Gloucester had become a prosperous town with a 
population of 15,000. For 231 years the town meeting had been 
the form of government, and town affairs had been administered 
by three selectmen. Many people thought the time had now come 
for Gloucester to take upon itself the dignity of a city. An 
Act was passed by the state legislature allowing this to be 
done, if the city so wished. On May 15, 1873, a special town 
meeting was held, and the Act was accepted by a vote of 689 to 
353. Two leading citizens were at once mentioned as candidates 
for mayor, Mr. Robert R. Fears, one of the selectman, and Mr. 
Addison Gilbert. When election day came, Mr. Fears won by 500 
votes and became the first mayor of Gloucester. 
Under the new city government, two boards were elected: 
A board of eight aldermen, one from each ward in the city; and 
a common council of 24 members, three from each ward. These 
aldermen and councilmen received no salary. The two boards 
then elected the other city officials; such as, the city 
treasurer and collector of taxes, the assessors, city clerk 
and others. 
For 36 years this form of government was in force, the 
two boards being elected by the voters every year, and in turn 
electing the various city officals. 
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As time went on new ideas sprang up. Among them was 
what is called the commission form of government. Under the 
commission form, a smaller number of men compose the board that:: 
looks after city business. In 1909 Gloucester adopted a par-
tial commission form of government, under special charter 
granted by the legislature. We have a mayor and four aldermen, li 
who, together, are called the municipal council. The four 
aldermen are elected at large; that i:s, from the various 
sections of the city, and not from particular wards. 
one of the most important acts of the city is the pro-
viding of money to meet its heavy running expenses. This 
money is raised by taxing property owners and those who do 
business here. 
When Gloucester was a town, the first town hall was 
what is now the American Legion building. Later, another town 
hall was built on Dale Avenue at a cost of $90,000. Some of 
the stone for this building came from Wolf Hill, where it was 
thought a fine quarry had been discovered. Time proved that 
the quarry was worthless, and the stone rusted in the weather. 
In 1869 the town hall was destroyed by fire. The next year a 
new one, costing $102,000. was built on the same site. This 
is our present city hall. The tower clock and bell were given 
the city by Mr. Samuel E. Sawyer, who left the Sawyer Free 
Library, Ravenswood Park, and other splendid gifts, including 
the medals awarded for scholastic standing at the close of 
each school year. 
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On the grounds of City Hall you will see a memorial 
statue to the soldiers and sailors of the Civil War. In the 
rooms and corridors of the City Hall are many pictures and 
objects which will remind us of Gloucester's historic past. 
Rust, Abbie F. "Gloucester As a City." Gloucester: 
Board of the Three Hundredth Anniversary Executive Committee, 
1924. 
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CHAPTER VII 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
EARLY SCHOOLS 
The early settlers of Massachusetts Bay Colony were 
cornmoners, and brought with them an intense zeal for education. 
This resulted in personal freedom of thought, speech, and 
action. These pioneers determined that everyone should recog-
nize the importance of education. In 1642, the Great and 
General Court directed all settlements to provide instruction 
for the children. Gloucester was not prompt in following 
this decree. 
The householders were so scattered over the rangy 
distances of the Cape that but few children could easily be 
gathered in one school. Finally in 1696, the problem of pro-
viding a school occupied public attention. After two years' 
delay, in 1698 a town-meeting voted a schoolmaster. Thomas 
Riggs, who had been town clerk for thirty-three years, was 
chosen. The voters agreed that the master was '•to have one 
shilling and six pence a day during the town's pleasure, and 
said Riggs 1 liking to carry it on." John 1-Tewman and John Ring 
followed Thomas Riggs as schoolmasters. 
We must not believe that teaching was a stranger in 
Gloucester until 1698. If the town followed the usual custom 
in early settlements, a few children attended 11 dame-schools." 
The classes met in the home of the teacher, who geve practi-
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cally all her time to teaching the "three R's - - reading, 
'riting, 'rithmetic." Since pupils paid for these lessons, 
only the sons and daughters of the well-to-do-families could 
attend the "dame-schools." 
The less fortunate boys and girls were not entirely 
forgotten. Although many children, particularly girls, did 
not learn to write, but few were allowed to grow up without 
. knowledge in knowing how to read. The reading of the Holy 
Scripture was a sacred duty in every family. Children took 
turns with their elders in the daily readings. Perhaps the 
ministers, as they made their weekly visits, listened to and 
helped the children. 
In 1708 the first public grammar schoolhouse was built 
on the easterly side of Meeting-House Green. The population 
moved nearer our present center. With it grew discontent be-
cause of the out-of-the-way location of the school. About 
twenty five years after the erection of the schoolhouse, the 
grammar school itself became a "circulating school." The 
school circulated in the seven districts of the town in pro-
portion to the number of families and the amount paid in taxes. 
Gradually the "circulating" school grew into the "parish school.'~ 
A plan followed when later the districts were reduced in number 
and made to follow the parish lines. 
In 1757 the town employed two teachers who divided their 
time among the five parishes. The Harbor Parish maintained one 
teacher during eleven months in the year. School was kept in 
89 
buildings provided by individual families or by the various 
parishes. Generally a hired room served the purpose. 
. Babson, John J. History of the Town of Gloucester. 
•.Gloucester: Proctor Brothers, 1'S6o. pp~l=-2"33. 
Ringer, Wilfred H. "Gloucester Public Schools." 
Gloucester: Board of the Three Hundredth Anniversary Executive 
·Committee, 1924. 
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REV. ELI FORBES, EDUCATOR 
With the coming o~ the Revolutionary War, the public 
schools were closed. During the weary years of the war period, 
all exercises were suspended. The coming of peace opened again 
,the doors, and classes began on the old plan of the parish 
schools. Many good friends of the public schools took renewed 
:interest in education. The outstanding champion was Rev. Eli 
,Forbes, pastor of The First Parish Church. He made a report in 
;1790, which was not favorable. However, Mr. Forbes was a con-
,structive man, and made three proposals for the school's im.-
~provement. 
He urged the town to build a school house, to increase 
the pay of teachers so that "they can devote their whole time 
to their business", and to make provision for the education of 
~females. 
In 1793, the new grammar school building was planned, 
and in 1795 the new school house was dedicated with a pro-
'cession and appropriate religious ceremonies. It stood on 
Granite Street for almost sixty years. Later it was moved to 
Beacon Street, where it stands today, the meeting house of the 
'Spanish War Veterans. 
Babson, John J. History of the Town of Gloucester. 
Gloucester: Proctor Brothers, 1860:-p.~.--
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TEE TOWN TAKES CONTROL OF THE SCHOOLS 
To ease the growing discontent in education in 1849 the 
town took over the management of the schools. Previous to this 
date the management of schools was varied and attendance 
irregular. The later condition was largely due to the fact 
that few schools were widely scattered. There was no contin-
ned interest in public education. "Dame E>chools" and private 
schools claimed the children of prosperous families. Teachers 
were few in number. Money grants were small and free text 
books were unknown. 
In 1850 the town appointed Thomas Baker as the first 
superintendent of schools. The old conditions began to change. 
The longer school term, the employment of more and better 
teachers, the increase in amounts granted for school use, and 
the erection of new buildings all served to raise the standard 
of education in Gloucester. Following this period, many of 
the school houses in use today were built. 
Grammar School gave way in 1850 to the High School, the 
·. old building being located on ~lias on Street. Fire destroying 
the first structure in 1887, a new building was erected on 
Dale Avenue, and dedicated in the year 1889. 
several of the school buildings in use today, were 
constructed during a period following this reconstruct ion. 
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These include: the Lane School built in 1860, the Babson in 
1880, the Hildreth in 1884, the Hovey in 1896, the I~plewood 
in 1899, the Eastern Avenue in 1907. 
In 1884, with the furnishing of free text books to 
pupils, came one of the best reasons for the betterment of 
ou:r schools. 
Pringle, James R. Histo~-of the Town and i@~~ o:f 
Gloucester. Gloucester: Publis~d-oy~e~or, .--
PP• 306-308. 
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SCHOOLS OF TODAY 
In 1922 a three-story wing of classrooms was added to 
the High School on Dale Avenue. Except for that, no construe- 11 
!! 
tion of school bt.lildings occnred until in 1939. Crowded condi- : 
' 
tions and the need for a central junior high school resulted in 1! 
a reorganization of the school system. li The present Gloucester 'i 
1! High School was planned at this time. This was completed at a 
" 
cost of over a million dollars in September 1940. The new 
building was then opened for student use. The old building was il 
put in order and used for seventh and eighth grade classes. 
It became known as Central Grammar School • 
.Interest in improving the elementary schools began in 
194?. The Superintendent, the School Committee and interested 
citizens worked cooperatively in a general program of school 
needs. Plans were made for central community schools in su-
burban areas extending west, east, and north. One was to be 
located in West Gloucester and would provide school facilities 
for all elementary children west of Blynman Bridge. Since the 
:1 
schools of West Gloucester were most inadequate for present day ii 
ij 
needs both were closed. A large, modern school and community !: 
center was contemplated. Another was to be located in East 
Gloucester to provide school facilities for all elementary 
children in East Gloucester, Rocky Neck and Eastern Point. A 
: third school also to serve community needs was to be located 
95 
central to Annisquam, Bay View and Lanesville. 
Plans were completed for two of the buildings. In 
September 1949 the doors of the East Gloucester Elementary 
School and the West Parish were opened for the first time to 
the children of these two sections of the city. The school 
in the Lanesville area is still in the planning stage. ~~ 
These buildings were designed to meet the needs of a 11 il 
II 
changing educational program, with large classrooms, sufficient 1' 
playground area, cafeteria, gynasium and auditorium. The 
buildings were designed to provide a maximum in safety and to 
employ the best and latest in architectural improvements. 
During the next few years excellent progress was made 
in converting the old buildings into ones which contribute to 
the safety, health, and learning activities of the boys and 
girls in Gloucester. 
For the year ending in 1952, $962,645.00 dollars were 
spent maintaining the public schools. The total cost was 
·shared by three groups: the local taxpayer, the towns and 
individuals sending pupils to our schools and the state and 
federal taxes. 
Today there are schools conveniently located in most 
sections, well built, well taught and filled with children of 
families in every station in life. 
104th Annual Retort of the Public Schools. Gloucester: 
City of Gloucester, 19 2. -----
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THE FISHERIES 
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THE ORIGIN OF THE SCHOONER 
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Gloucester il Stories o '! the courage and resourse'fulness of 
fishermen, in their struggle with the sea, have been a thrillmgi! 
;! 
contribution to the American way. For 330 years Gloucester has ;[ 
,· 
been associated with the curing, catching, packing and distri- !i 
ij 
h 
II bution of fish. There was a short period following 1625, when 
fishing fell into decline, and farming was attempted. discour-
aged by poor soil, the majority of the farmers returned to the 
sea and to fishing. 
The early fishermen used small boats open to the sea 
and the elements. These boats had only one mast and a small 
sail. Since fishing grounds were just off shore, the small 
craft proved large enough for use. However, as the supply of 
!I 
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fish near the coast decreased, it became necessary to build ij 
larger and better equiped vessels for venturing farther to sea. II 
This required larger and faster vessels of better de-
sign. A change was made from the accepted style of rigging 
i the sails by Captain Andrew Robinson, who gave a new type of 
craft to the already expanding industry. In 1713 Captain 
Robinson built a vessel embodying the idea of the schooner. 
,. It attracted much attention at the time. During the launching, 
the vessel glided so smoothly over the water that a spectator 
cried, nsee how she scoons." Captain Robinson, on the alert 
for a name for the new style vessel, immediately replie(l "A 
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scooner let her be." The town clerk added the letter h in 
the records. Thus the name so casually spoken had continued 11 
in use to this day. Larger and faster vessels o~ this improved 
design followed. This created Gloucester's fleet of fine 
vessels which became famous throughout the world. The 
development of a salt-fish trade with Spain and the West 
Indies in the middle 17001 s gave further stimulation to 
Gloucester's fisheries, and helped to establish the port 
'as a major fishing center of the :North Atlantic. 
Babson, John J. History of the Town of Gloucester. 
Gloucester: Proctor Brothers, l~O:-pp~l=:r53. 
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HAZARDS OF HALIBUT FISHING 
The 1800's saw many important changes and advances in 
the fisheries. Halibut, which had little or no marked, rose 
, to importance. The trawl line fishing was introduced as an 
. improvement on the hook and line method. ·This trawl was a long 
line with hundreds of hooks on short ganglings at short in-
tervals. Since this line could not properly be used by a large 
· crew from the deck of a vessel, the use of dories came into 
being. Two men worked in a dory, and their equipment consisted 
of several tubs of trawl to a boat. This type of fishing re-
sulted in increased dangers and loss of many lives. One of 
the greatest dangers for a fisherman was the dread fog which 
· sometimes suddenly settles over the fishing grounds and shuts 
out all view. Fishermen in their small dories often became 
separated from the mother vessel and were lost for days. Some 
never returned. 
Howard Blackburn's experience on the fishing banks 
during a storm is one of the most colorful stories in 
. Gloucester 1 s long his tory. Blackburn and his doryma te, Tom 
Welch, went astray on the Grand Banks. It was in the heart 
of winter - early February, 1883. They had left their 
schooner, "Grace L. Fears", to haul trawls. Before they 
could finish their work, a gale had sprung up from the 
Boston Un,Ter$Jty 
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southeast. The wind increased in violence and, with it, swirl-:: 
ing snow. In a few minutes, they could no longer see their 
vessel. All that day, the storm lashed them and the snow fell.:' 
As night came, the snow stopped, and they could see their 
vessel's lights far in the distance. All during that night, 
their dory near capsizing again and again from the heavy seas, 
they put every ounce of their strength into the oars - but it 
was no use. The wind was too strong, and they could make no 
headway. In the morning, their vessel was gone. 
They started then to row where they guessed the Hew-
foundland shore was. It became colder and colder, ice formed 
on their dory. The two men, between rowing, were kept busy 
pounding ice from her, and beiling out the big seas that came 
aboard. On the third night out, Welch froze to death. Black-
burn, fearing that he, too, would freeze - but let him tell 
the story: -
"1v!y fingers were getting whiter and stiffer. Too late 
now to stop 'em freezin', I think. I knew that, if my fingers 
froze straight and stiff, I couldn't keep on rowing after they 
froze. So I made up my mind - there was nothiug else to do -
that if my fingers was found to freeze that they'd freeze in 
such shape that they'd be of some use afterwards. So I curled 
'em around the handles of the oars while they wasn't yet too 
stiff, and I sat there without moving till they froze that way, 
around the handles of the oars." 
For five days and nights, his feet frozen, his hands 
1.03 
frozen to the o&rs, with a dead man as his cargo, and without 
food or water, Blackburn rowed on, finally reaching the coast 
of I;ewfoundland, with the body of his dory mate. Couragel 
The men of the Gloucester fleet ,where they are fearless men, 
think so. He lost all of his fingers and toes and part of 
one foot, and never went fishing again. But no one ever heard 
him complain. It was just a part of fishing life. 
There have been instances where a man has been swept 
from the deck of his vessel by a sudden mountainous sea and 
then miraculously washed aboard again on the receding wave. 
Strange as it may seem, the majority of Gloucester fishermen 
can not swim. They argue in a fatalistic manner, - "Why try 
to swim'? If it's good weather, some one will throw you a 
line; if it's bad, you might as well drown first as last." 
Hart, Lawrence J. The Romance of Gloucester. 
Gloucester: Chamber of Commerce, 1945:-p. 3. 
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THE MAC:KEREL FISHIUG 
The catching of mackerel has been an interesting :part o~ 
the fisheries history. In the year 1800 men in small boats 
carried on this operation. The mackerel were caught mostly on 
the inner Bank, and carried fresh to Boston market through the 
summer. Only the largest were saved, and these sold for five 
or six cents apiece, and sometimes as high as ten cents. Each 
boat was ballasted with :pebbles; on this were :placed hogshead 
tubs, each having a hole with a :plug in it. These tubs were 
filled with salt water, and as soon as the mackerel were 
dressed, they were :put into the tubs. The water was changed 
every hour by drawing the plugs and.allowing it to run off, 
until sufficient fish were caught to start to market. The 
great object after catching the mackerel was to get them to 
market before daylight, in order to have the cool of the morn-
ing in which to sell. 
In the summer of 1818, Capt. Simeon Burnham made a 
trip in the Schooner President to Cashe's for the purpose of 
catching mackerel to salt. This, as far as we can learn, was 
the first trip for the purpose of catching mackerel to salt 
ever made from this port; consequently, to Captain Burnham be-
longs the honor of being the pioneer in this brcnch of the 
fisheries. It was considered quite an important event at the 
time. 
:105 
The first trip to the Bay of St. Lawrence for mackerel, 
from this port, was made in 1830, by Capt. Charles P. Wood, in 
the Schooner Mariner. She was absent four weeks and came in 
full of large, fat mackerel. This created quite an excitement 
among the fishermen, and the next season the Bay fishing 
commenced in earnest. The vessels at first made but one trip, 
and finished up their season's work on this shore. Two hundred 
and fifty barrels was considered a good trip for a vessel of 
forty or fifty tons. As soon as the business was found to be 
profitable, vessels of a larger class were added to the fleet, 
and it has gradually increased from year to year. 
From the dozen jiggers which composed the greater port-
ion of the mackerel fleet in 1821, the fleet grew within 50 
years to two hundred clipper schooners, perfect in all their 
appointments, engaged in this branch of the fisheries. The 
hook and line gave place, to a great extent, to seines. 
The method o~ catching mackerel, that is with the use of 
seines, has not varied much since its first use. The ordinary 
-mackerel seine today is about 225 fathoms long and 18 fathoms 
,, deep. The meshes of the twine being 2 or 3 square inches. 
Mackerel travel in large schools of hundreds of 
thousands and, as they swim very close to the surface of the 
water, they can be seen from great distances. When a school 
of mackerel is sighted, a crew of 13 men put off from the 
mackerel schooner in a seine boat - a large whaleboat of 
distinctive Gloucester design - with the seine piled high in 
:106 
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This mop portrays c ne of the basic facts facing the Gloucester fishing in· 
dustry-the tremendous d istances boats must travel to the fishing grounds and 
the need, therefa~e, of bigger o nd be tter ve~els w ith heavier gear and more 
powerful engines. The first of the series entitled " Gloucester on the March" sets 
forth today how leoders in the Industry hove prepared themselves to meet Co-
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nadion and Iceland competition . The map shows that the distance to the 
Bonk of Newfoundland is nearly 1,200 miles from Gloucester. Other d . 
Georges Bank, 190 miles; Bro.,vn's Bonk., 250 miles; Le Havre Bonk, 300 meles, 
Western Bank, 500 miles; Bank Quereau, 570 miles; St. Pierre Bonk, 840 miles; 
and Green Bonks, 980 miles. 
it perfect order in the aft of the boat. As they reach the school, 
one end of the seine is thrown overboard. This end is picked 
up by one man in a dory who keeps it where it was placed. The 
seine boat crew rows at full speed, or is sometimes towed by 
the vessel, to surround the school. Nine men row, one steers 
and three let out the seine as they go. Thus they make a 
complete circle with the seine and return to the dory which 
which has been holding the fixst end. Both ends o~ the seine, 
or "purse lines" as they are called are then brought into the 
seine boat and attached to a "purser." This is a drum which 
winds the "purse line" from both directions at once to close 
the bottom of the seine. Thus, a great bag is formed from 
which the fish find it difficult to escape. The mackerel 
schooner is then brought alongside and the catch taken aboard. 
Most mackerel fishing is done from purse-seine vessels, 
but there is also a small gill-net fishery. Seiners fish during; 
the dark of the moon; netters on moonlight nights. Mackerel 
feed near the surface in the midst of innumerable small creat-
ures that give off a phosphorescent light when disturbed. The 
effect produced by a large school of mackerel is a diffuse glow 
that can be seen by lookouts on the cruising seiners for a long ' 
distance on a dark night, although it is practically invisible 
when there is a sheen of moonlight on the water. At certain 
seasons and in certain localities mackerel are taken in pound 
nets and floating traps close inshore. 
Records show that the catch may fall as low as about 
1_08 
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6,000,000 pounds or rise as high as 170,000,000 pounds. These 
fluctuations are due to actual changes in the number o~ fish in 
the sea; and these changes in turn, are due to the varying 
survival of the young in various years. A succession of poor 
spawning years may result in a scarcity of mackerel for a 
number of years. On the other hand, with proper conditions for 
the production and survival of young, a brood of such enormous 
size may result that the fishery will be at a high level of 
production for several years. !/ 
At the present time, there has been a decline in the 
amount of mackerel brought into Gloucester. Some o:f this is 
due in part to abundance of other types of fish and to the 
lack of replacements for the schooner type vessel. 
Gloucester Master Mariners 1 Association Year Book. 
Gloucester: Gloucester ~~ster Mariners' Association, 1947. 
pp. 17-27. 
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PRESEliJT DAY FISHERIES 
The otter trawl, the fishermen's contribution to mass 
production, was first used in the New England fisheries in 
1905. This was the beginning of modern fishing and big 
business in the fresh fish industry. It marked Gloucester's 
decline from its position of prominence. The New England 
Fish Exchange was organized and the Boston Fish Pier was 
made ready for occupancy. 
As the fresh fish landings at Boston increased year by 
, year, Gloucester was reduced to a second rate power in New 
England fisheries. The lowest ebb was in 1933. Gloucester's 
salt fish industry was her main support. However at the out-
break of World War I the industry showed decline. Today the 
only salt fish curing is done drying through infra-red rays. 
With the development of rosefish as a food fish, 
Gloucester has shown a constant increase in landings in the 
past twenty years. As fishing for rosefish continued to 
expand, the facilities at Gloucester were inadequate. The 
wharves and buildings were not designed to handle the 
tremendous volume of fish delivered to the port. Filleting 
plants required more space and more modern methods than were 
provided by the existing establishments. To provide the 
additional space, new plants were built and older ones re-
modeled. 
112 
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A Gloure~ter fisherman or{ the banks towlnr the draf. This sketch gives a fl'&phic picture of Gloucester's finest at work. E'en lhrou(h the rugged \\inter \H·atht'r on (ir.&nd 
Bankw, 1000 milt''> from home, thest• hardy Glouct"J''termf'n ply tht'ir haz.udou~ calllnf. In rood flshlnr, many tons of ocean pf'rth ('Oml' up In :1tr drag- "ith I'Hry to\\ , 1\ut thc•y 
aU have their days when Ule pickin ' are mighty 6UJ:Q. Gloucester will cODtinue &.o be on tlle march as loll( as they cou.tlnue to reap the harvest or the l'ta. 
• 
At present, the processing plants practically cover the 
:shoreline of Gloucester's entire inner harbor, with some 23 
1 companies occupying 22 wharves. Almost every firm has its own 
ji 
.wharf or wharves. One exception, however, is the state Fish 
Pier, on which five companies are operating. 
The State Fish Pier was built in 1938, at a cost of 
$1,200,000. It is 1,156 feet long and 300 feet wide and 
supports a cold-storage plant and a store building containing 
seven stalls. The entire project is leased to the City, which 
dn turn rents stalls and storage space to individual companies. 
Th~ major building on the Pier is the public freezer. In 
addition, two rendering companies operate establishments on 
the southern side of the Fish Pier. These companies process 
all the waste fish into fish meal and oil. Ample mooring 
facilities are provided on two sides of the Fish Pier. !/ 
During 1952 226,000,000 pounds of fish were landed in 
Gloucester, valued at $10,000,000. These figures place 
i; Gloucester as second in the total production of fish landed. 
San Pedro, California was placed first with landings of 
,385,000,000 pounds. Gloucester was rated as fourth in value 
'of its total human and animal food fish production. In order 
·of their importance of value of fish landed were San Pedro, 
California, Boston, Massachusetts, San Diego, California and 
Gloucester. 
1952 was the fourth biggest year in Gloucester's 
·.fisheries over more than three centuries. 1951 was the all-
:1:15 
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time high year for Gloucester to date when the food fish total 
reached 248,091,400 pounds. 
During 1952 the record was broken for the amount of 
1; trash fish landed in Gloucester and delivered to the 
dehydrating plants. This consisted mostly of porgies from 
along the shore caught by a small fleet of local seiners. In 
1952, trash fish totals amounted to 27,047,000 pounds. Since 
the dehydrating plants have been operating here only the past 
four years, appreciable amounts of trash fish have been enter-
ing this port for only that time. ~ 
The majority of families in Gloucester are directly or 
indirectly dependent upon the success of the fishermen for a 
livelihood. There are between 180 and 190 vessels operating 
out of the port with crews ranging from 4 to 14 men. The 23 
plants engaged in processing and packaging fish employ about 
2, 400 persons. Other industries in the city, which are closely.; 
associated with the fisheries, are a branch factory of one of 
the largest net and twine manufacturers in the country, two 
marine railway companies, three major trucking concerns, two 
fish meal plants, two glue factories, several ship chandlers, 
three ice plants, two canvas goods houses, a cod liver oil 
plant, and a manufacturer of oil clothes. 
y Haberland, Homer. "Gloucester - Three Centuries A 
Fishing Port," Commercial Fisheries Review, 8, No. 6, (June 
1946) 
2 I Clark, James. "Gloucester on the March," Gloucester 
Eaily Times, January 12, 1953. 
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QUICK FREEZING 
"Quick-freezing" or freezing at temperatures as low as 
30° below zero has opened vast fields of distribution to the 
fisheries. 
The fresh fish are landed at the processing plants, then 
scaled and washed. The "fillets," are boneless strips of solid 
flesh cut from the sides of the fish. Immediately after the 
fillets are cut~ they are washed, wrapped in bright, attractive 
cellophane, foil or vegetable parchment paper wrappers, and 
packed in waxed paper or cartons containing 1, 5 or 10 pounds. 
These packages are then placed in freezers and subjected 1i 
to temperatures of minus 30° for several hours until frozen 
solidly. Removed to storage rooms where temperatures of minus 
5° prevail, the fish will remain in perfect edible condition 
for over a year. 
These fine packaged fish are shipped in refrigerated 
trucks all over the country. Housewives on the Pacific 
:, may purchase fine fillets of haddock, rosefish, codfish, sole, 
f' 
flounder, pollock and whiting, fresh from the waters of the 
North Atlantic in their neighborhood market. 
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PSALM 107 
. . . . . 
"They that go down to the sea in ships, 
that do business in great waters; 
These see the works of the Lord, and 
his wonders in the deep. 
For he commandeth, and raiseth the 
stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof. 
They mount up to heaven, they go down 
again to the depth: their soul is melted 
because of trouble. 
They reel to and. fro, and stagger 
about and are at their wits end. 
Then they cry unto the Lord in their 
trouble, and he bringeth them out of their 
distresses. 
He maketh the storm a calm, so that 
the waves thereof are still. 
Then are they glad because they be 
quiet; so he bringeth them unto their 
desired haven. 
Oh that men would praise the Lord 
for his goodness, and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men." 
i.2i 
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THE GLOUCESTER FISHERr~~'S MEWORIAL SERVICE 
Gloucester re~embers its fishermen dead and pays tribute 
to them. In mid-August each year, on a Sunday afternoon when 
the tide "serves" right so that the flow will be outward to the 
sea, the people gather at the harbor edge. Prayers are offered,' 
and there are musical selections in keeping with the ceremony. 
The Roll of Honor of those fishermen lost at sea during the 
preceding year is read. Then e..s taps are sounded, wreaths and 
garlands of flowers are cast upon the outgoing tide. 
The origin of this beautiful service is an interesting 
page in the Gloucester story. It is difficult to determine just 1 
when the first memorial service was held for fishermen lost at 
sea. In the many years of Gloucester's history as a fishing 
port, memorial services doubtless were held from time to time 
as the community, overwhelmed by some great tragedy of the sea, 
,felt the need to express its sorrow in a public ceremony of 
some kind. Rev. Frank B. Makepiece, who was Pastor of Trinity 
;Congregational Church from 1873-76, held a memorial service 
for fishermen lost at sea. Apparently this service was one 
of those occasional tributes by which the community gave ex-
pression to its sorrow. In the 90's, the Rev. William H. Byder, 
·of the Independent Christian Church conducted a number of 
services as memorials for fishermen lost while engaged in fish-
ing. 
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On Tuesday, June 15, 1909, at 4.30 in the afternoon, 
the first Fishermen 1 s Memorial Service was held under the 
auspices of the Gloucester Fishermen's Institute. The service 
was conducted on the parkway near Blynma.n Bridge on the city 
side of the canal, and the flowers were strewn on the water 
from the bridge. 
In the following year, the service was held on sunday, 
Augl1St 8. The decision to hold the service on Sunday was a 
:wise one and has been followed ever since. not only is Sunday 
·.an appropriate day for the ceremony, but it is a day when 
people are free to attend the service. The service held on 
Sunday, August 13, 1911, shows considerable change. The parade 
formed at the Forbes School (now Legion Hall) and marched to 
the bandstand at Stage Fort Park where part of' the e:xeroieee 
were held, retuming to Blynman Bridge for the flower ceremony. 
In the service held Sunday, August 18, 1912, the hymn 
"Scatter Flowers on the Waves", written by Miss Mary Brooks, 
was used for the first time. It was set to the music of 
Pleyel's Hymn and sung by assembled people just before the 
floY:ers were strewn upon the water. This beautiful hymn be-
came a fixed part of the ceremony. 
nscatter flowers on the waves; 
There our fathers found their graves. 
Brothers, sons and husbands sleep; 
strew your garlands o'er the deep. 
Ebbing tides of summer day, 
Bear these blossoms on their way, 
North and east to bank and coast, 
Where they lie whom we love most. 
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Christ, who shared the fisher's lot, 
lliarks each grave a sacred spot; 
He will guard each wave-washed bed 
Till the sea gives up its dead." 
The service held on Sunday, August 26, 1923 was conduct-
ed in connection with the Gloucester Tercentenary Exercises. 
The flower ceremony adopted end used for the first time in this 
service consisted of an individual tribute to each fisherman 
lost at sea during the preceding year. A Girl Scout tossed a 
bouquet of flowers into the water as the name of a fisherman 
was called by the chaplain. After the individual tributes, a 
tribute to all seamen lost at sea was read by the chaplain. 
Then the participants, assembled along the canal, cast their 
flowers on the outgoing tide. 
Later it was decided to pay tribute to the men lost at 
sea du.ring the year beginning with the preceding memorial 
service and the lines read at the service in the year 1930, 
for instance, were: 
"In loving tribute to the fishermen who lost their 
lives on the great waters since Au.gu.st 1929, we 
strew these flowers on the waves." 
• On Sunday, Au.gu.st 23, 1925, the statue of the Gloucester 
Fisherman was unveiled as a part of the Memorial Service. 
The custom of stopping at the statue of the Gloucester 
Fisherman began in the service held in August 1926. The 
parade marched to the statue where a selection was played by 
the band. Wreaths were then placed by representatives of the 
· :Master Mariners 1 As so cia tion and the Fishing Master's Pro-
1.24 
ducers Association, followed by another selection by the band. 
The parade then formed and preceded by Blynman Bridge for the 
usual memorial service. 
In the memorial service held in August of 1932, Mayor 
John E. Parker. feeling that the City of Gloucester should be 
represented in some distinctive way, had a large wreath made 
which he personally cast upon the water in that part o£ the 
ceremony in which all the participants join in the floral trib-
ute. This tribute by the City of Glouaester·has become a part 
of the flower ceremony, the City being represented by the Mayor.' 
The area beside the canal at Blynman Bridge was chosen 
for the memorial service because the ebbing tide runs rapidly, 
and flowers strewn upon the water are carried out into the 
, harbor. The Fishermen's Memorial Service has been gradually 
developed into the beautiful ceremony of today. It was under 
the auspices of the Gloucester Fishermen's Institute, that the 
first Fishermen's Memorial Service was held on Tuesday, June 
15, 1909, and every service since that time has been held under. 
the direction o-f thi:s institution. This simple and beautiful 
tribute is paid each year to the fishermen of Gloucester who 
have found their last resting place in the ocean that breaks 
on the nearby shore. 
Russell, George E. The Story of the Gloucester 
Fishermen's Memorial Serviae7 Gloucester:-Gioucester 
Chamber of Commerce, 1945. 
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DISASTERS 
Never a storm lashes the waters of North Atlantic into 
a f~ry, b~t some of the men of Glo~cester m~st fight for life. 
Uot a year :passes when the great sea does not take its toll of 
men and ships. Every man, woman, and child knows what it means 
to see a vessel of the fleet ret~rning home with its flag at 
half mast. Fishing has always been a hazardous occ~pation and 
especially was this so when schooners depended wholly upon sail 
for :power. Going hundreds of miles from land in their st~rdy 
craft, scouring the seas from Virginia Capes to the shores of 
Greenland, these hardy fishermen always have been at the mercy 
of the elements. 
Georges Banks off the New England coast, is one of the 
ro~ghest places on which to fish. It is here and on the Grand 
Banks off the dreaded shoals of Sable Island that many a 
Glo~cester vessel with all of its crew have gone to a watery 
grave. These fishing gro~nds have well been called the "Grave-
yard of the Atlantic." 
In a storm on the night of Febr~ary 24, 1826, fifteen 
Glo~cester vessels, and their crews of one hundred and twenty 
men were lost. In Glo~cester, seventy widows and one hundred 
forty children mo~rned their dead. Terrific gales d~ring the 
winters of 1873, 1876 and again in 1879 wrought dreadful havoc 
1.27 
among the fishing fleet. 
Today vessels are equipped with diesel engines which 
make them independent of tide and wind, and enable them sene-
times to escape impending dangers. However, they are not 
always successful for in 1952, five vessels went down with 
the loss o:f one life. In the few months of 1953 the sea has 
already claimed the life of one mariner. 
During Gloucester's history as a :fishing port since 
1623, a thousand of her vessels were lost; and with them were 
snuffed out, in the waves o~ the sea, the lives of more than 
8000 men. 
Hart, Lawrence J. The Romance of Gloucester. 
Gloucester: Chamber of Comm-erce, 1945.-p. 2. 
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SAFETY AT SEA 
Safety has become the watchword of the Gloucester fish-
eries. TWo outstanding governmental agenoies are responsible 
. for this program. The United States Fish & Wildlife gives aid 
in the gathering of valuable statistics and helpful research. 
To the United States Coast Guard goes high praise for heroic 
service through the years in saving life and property. Hun-
dreds of Gloucester men have lived their natural days because 
of the timely arrival of a Coast Guard craft. 
The modern fishing vessel of Gloucester today can hard-
ly be called a schooner. The lines aren't that graceful, nor 
does she "scoon" as she slips from her cradle into the briny. 
However, she has many other features that tend toward 
the preservation of the lives o~ those who serve aboard her. 
The rails of the modern dragger are anywhere from 36 to 42· 
inches high. The purpose is that the rail be high enough so 
. that, if a man is thrown by the lurching vessel to the rail, 
that rail will hit him just above the waist, and prevent him, 
in most oases, from going overboard to his death. 
There are Gloucester boats which have dories to port 
and starboard, so that, no matter from which side the elements 
are belting the boat, then the crew can work from the less 
troubled side to launch a dory in comparative safety. These 
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The Gloucester draner Mother Ann, a splendid uample of a Jftat producer of ocean perch ror the Gloacester flshJnc lnda.tq. 'The drq-
,er bas a capacity or 270,000 pounds oeeaa pereb a& least. ADd many's the knnu trtp Khe has brourM around the polllt. Tbll per1 baa aeveral 
Jarp draJcen that add ma~rtaUy &o the port's wealth. Saeb a craft provides for the linllboocl or many. many people bolucUnr htr OWD crew, 
aDd &bose alb ore. :Sbe aad ber eon&eaaporariea are moat J.mponant &o "Giouces&er on the Marcb." 
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dories are painted an orange color so they can be seen at a 
li 
greater distance, and thus quicken the chance of another vessel' 
picking up the survivors. Life jackets, as well, are dyed an 
International orange, so they, too, can be seen a long distance 
away and especially by rescue planes. 
Safety extends to the engine room. Gloucester vessels 
today have duplicating pumps for standby purposes to combat 
fire or leaks. It also provides for circulation of water 
around the engine if the main engine water pumps should fail. 
Voice communication aboard ship is a "must" these days 
in the Gloucester fleet. By this means, the skipper can warn 
the men in the engine room or the after part of the boat to get :: 
on deck in event of danger. By the same token, all vessels 
must be equipped with an electric alarm, so the skipper can 
warn the men in the fo'c'stle. 
There are Gloucester draggers today which continue 
their safety precautions on deck. All blocks and tackles are 
taken down once a year and checked, examined and overhauled in 
, an effort to prevent needless accidents aboard. 
Clark, Jares p. "Gloucester on the M:arch". 
'Gloucester Daily Times, Saturday, February 7, 1953. 
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T'l:IE FISHERI,i.EH' S RACES 
In the days when schooners depended wholly on sail for 
power, rivalry was keen among skippers to have the best and the 
swiftest vessel in the fleet. It was always a race to land a 
cargo before the other fellow. Often several vessels would 
leave the banks for the "run home" about the same time. There 
I 1_32 
were wagers who would be first in port. Then, it was a game of· 
seamanship, of skill and of daring - hard driving all the way 
with every foot of canvas the vessel could carry. 
The first fishermen's race was held back in 1892, and 
was won by the Schooner Harry L. Belden, skippered by Captain 
Maurice Whalen. The Belden was far to the south'ard, I!lackerel 
seining. The race was to be held on Friday. Feeling sure 
they could land a catch of mackerel, Captain Welch and his 
crew remained on the banks fishing. The Belden was so late 
in returning to port from the banks that there was no time 
1 to unload and "trim ship". The story has been told many 
times - how the Belden sailed out of Glo!Jcester with the 
mackerel catch still on board as ballast, and "showed her 
heels" to the fastest in the fleet. 
Captain "Marty" \'/elch was a gree~t sailing skipper. 
His vessel was the Esperanto, a smart, able "sailer" that 
won the first International Fishermen's Races off Halifax 
SCHOONER GERTRUDE L. THE:=B:.:.A:.U:.:D:;_ ___ ~-~-----~-----P-"" .... t' .... d_•"_u_._s_. _~._-J 
against the Lunenberg "salt banker", the Delawanna. 
Captain Clayton Morrissey sailed the Henry Ford, a 
proud, stately craft that "showed her heels" to the best of 
the fleet in the 300th Anniversary Races off Gloucester in 1923.' 
The Elizabeth Howard, "The \lhite Ghost of the Atlantic", 
·was a beautiful ship with graceful, speedy lines, and she had 
; many a tilt with vessels of the fishing fleet. Then, there 
was the Columbia, a staunch, sturdy vessel that took the 
,, measure of the Canadian contender, the Bluenose, in the races 
off Halifax. This was her first and her last International 
Race. She went down with all hands - twenty-three men- in 
the furious gale of 1927, on the dreaded shoals off Sable 
Island. 
The last vessel to contend in the International 
Fishermen's Races off Gloucester and Halifax was the Gertrude 
1. Thebaud. Captain Ben Pine launched her in 1930. The 
launching was a notable affair, because she was intended to 
, uphold the prestige of the Gloucester fleet. She was beau-
•. tiful and as graceful as a swan. The races between the Thebaud 
~and the Bluenose were exciting. Although a series of races 
were waged between the two schooners, it was never satisfac-
torily settled which one was the champion. !/ 
The Thebaud although one of the best known vessels, was 
not considered successful as a fisherman. However, this was 
made tlp in her spreading of Gloucester's fame as a floating 
ambassador to various parts of the country. The Thebaud 
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· represented the Gloacester fishing indastry in April 1933 when 
she sailed with a large delegation to Washington, D. c. to em-
phasize the plight of the fishing indastry, then at a low ebb. 
Later that year she was ased as Massachasetts' exhibition in 
the World's Fair at Chicago. 
The end came to the Gertrade L. Thebaud in February 1948 
:; when she was smashed to pieces on the breakwater at La Guaira, 
Venezaela, daring a storm. Her great rival, the Bluenose went 
1 
to her doom on the coast of Haiti in Janaary 1946. ~ 
Hart, Lawrence J. The Romance of Gloucester • 
. · Gloacester: Chamber of Commerce, 1945-.-P. 4. 
Thomas, Gordon W. Builders of Gloacester's Pro~erity. 
Gloacester: Published by the Author-in association wit 
Gloucester Fishermen's Institute, 1952. 
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LOCAL HfDUSTRIES 
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1\I.A.HUF.ACTtJRI:JG .AHD LOCAL IITDUSTRIES 
Gloucester has many other industries aside from the 
fisheries but one directly connected with these is the man-
ufacture of liquid fish glue. The ancient Greeks and Romans 
knew that a strong adhesive could be extracted from the skins 
of certain fish, and used this adhesive for such delicate 
purposes as fastening precious stones in their setting. Fish 
glue, however was made in very small quantities and had to be 
used immediately. It was not until the last century, sometime 
between 1870 ana. 1875 that liquid glue was made a corr;merci3.1 
possibility by the discovery of means whereby it might be 
'permanently preserved in liquid form. 
Formerly quarrying of granite was a very important 
'industry. In recent years, quarries at Rockport have been 
closed, and the industry there is concerned principally at 
the present time in the cu.tting of gra.ni te pavement blocks • 
Many and varied are the manufactured prodncts of 
Gloucester. These include: awnings, barrels, boats, boy's 
·jackets, box shooks, castings of iron and brass, children's 
clothing, codliver oil, cookies, copper pain~, crackers, dip 
nets, drop forgings, fishlines, fish meal, fishing tackle, 
fish-traps, flags, foghorns, glue, granite, hammocks, 
hawsepipes. house paints, inks, iron forgings, iron-work 
1_39 
for vessels, masts, men's clothing, mucilage, nets, overalls, 
pants, paste, pastry, :patent bits, patent steering wheels, 
plant bo~s, printing, rudder braces, sails, seines, sheeplined 
,coats, ships' blocks, showcases, smokestacks, spars, steel 
forgings, tanning oils, tents, traffic signs~ trawl nets, 
ventilators, windlasses for vessels, women's clothing, wooden 
boxes, wooden drums. 
Gloucester City Directory. Boston: R. L. Polk & co., 
1952. p. 261. 
GLOUCESTER, AU ART CE!.JTER 
It was William Morris, Hunt, Winslow HomerJand Frank 
Bicknell who introduced Cape Ann to the world of art more than 
a half century ago. As the visitor enters Gloucester at the 
I 
,I 
i 
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:I 
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'! harbor, he will see the handiwork of Leonard Craske in the form ' 
of the Fishermen's Memorial. Joan of Arc monument, standing in 
'Legion Square, was the work of Anna Vaught Hyatt. 
Today artists from all over the world come to 
Gloucester during the months of summer. Some make their homes 
here the year 'round. They find in the romance of this ancient 
fishing port and the glamor of its waterfront a wealth of 
material from which to paint and to draw. You may see them 
sitting on the capsill of some wharf, or perched on the rocks 
along the shore, or along the busy thoroughfare. All are busy 
with paint and brush transferring to canvas some scene in 
which they find unusual interest. The works of these painter-
. folk have spread the charm and beauty of Gloucester the world 
over. They have their own art associations where exhibitions 
are held daily during the summer and to which all are invited. 
Many private exhibitions are open to the public as well. Some 
of the artists conduct summer art schools. 
Ambler, Edward v. Know Cape Ann. Gloucester: 
north Shore Press, Inc., 'I9!"1. P• se.-
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GLOUCESTER AS A StThiMER RESORT 
While the sea often has been unkind, nature has blessed 
this famous fishing port in many ways. All Gloucester and Cape 
Ann is a delightful summer resort. Thousands come each year to 
rest and to enjoy themselves. Every recreation and pastime of 
summer is available - bathing, boating, golfing, fishing, 
horseback riding, motoring over good roads, and pleasant walks. 
There are the fashionable estates of summer residents. 
"Cottages close to the beaches or the river may be rented for 
:the entire season, or for a month, or a week. Many summer 
hotels are situated here, and they provide for every want. 
Also, there are delightful old Colonial homes and many other 
iplaces of historic interest to visit. 
Gloucester provides scenic beauty and invigorating 
summer climate. The friendliness and hospitality of its 
people add to the charm of the old city. The romance of the 
:I 
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sea and the fascination of the picturesque harbor and waterfront :J 
furnish interest to the summer visitor. These are the reasons ij 
II 
i! why so many return year after year to this famous old fishing 
'port. 
Hart, Lawrence J. The Romance of Gloucester. 
Gloucester: Chamber of Commerce, 1945.-p. 6 
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OCEAN COOLED 
CAPE ANN 
FOR A SEASHORE 
ON THE PICTURESQ VACATION 
o f M A s s UE NORTH SHORE 
A C H U S E T T S 
less ocean in memory of Gloucester men 
who have gone down to the sea in ships. 
' 
GLOUCESTER • • • 
the name brings thoughts of the sea, bountiful in 
its harvest, majestic in its fury. Still the greatest fishing 
port in the world, this old seaport today is equally 
The whole family enjoys o stimulating dip in the blue 
Atlantic - and o sun-soaking rest on clean white sands. 
A sport for every taste - be it lazy soiling, 
golf, tennis, hiking, or bottling o 900-pound tuna. 
.... ANNISQUAM INN <01111 
ANNISQUAM 30 rooms GLOUCESTER, MASS. 
Over/oolei11g Ipswich Bay a/ mouth of Annisq11am River 
Fine sandy bathing beach- Fishing - Boating 
Booklet on Request Josephine A. Kraft, Ma11aging Owner 
.... T HE BR YNMERE <01111 
ANN ISQUAM GLOUCESTER, MASS. 
100 feel from samly beach. Near yacht cbtb. All u ·a/" sports 
American Plan 35 rooms Booklet on Request 
Mrs. J . A. Manion, Own" Mrs. Helen M. Voorduyn, MaiUIRer 
.... THE DELPHINE HOTEL <01111 
51 EASTERN POINT ROAD EAST GLOUCESTER 
OceaiJ View- 2-minute walk to Beach 
Coffee Shop- Nautical Cocktail Lounge - Television Lobby 
European Plan - Most reasonable rates 
Telephone 3400 C. J. Christ, Manager 
.... THE GABLES <01111 
MAGNOLIA Accommodates 40 MASSACHU SETI'S 
An Oil/standing small hotel i11 the most pict11resq1u sect io11 of the 
North Shore, and 11earesl hea11li/11f Magrrolia Beach 
European Plan - Breakfast Booklet on Request 
Mihon and Clifton Munroe, Management 
.... GOOD HARBOR BEACH INN <01111 
BRIER NECK DirectlY o n the beach GLOUCESTER 
Accommodates 70 g11es1s American Plan 
Rates from $49 weekly Booklet on Request 
Dorothy S. Fuller, Own" William C. Fuller, Ma11ag" 
.... HARBO R VIEW HOTEL 
OVERLOOKING OUTER HARBOR EAST GLOUCESTER 
One of the oldest houus 011 CApe Ann 
Broad paarus - Boating -Bathing 
Modified American Plan Booklet on Request 
E. J. Swinson, Ou:n"·Manag" 
.... T HE HAWTHORNE INN <01111 
ON THE OCEAN'S EDGE EAST GLOUCESTER 
Ent«tflinmlfll D"y 11nd Night - Finest Cuisine 
Ameracan Sl I - $15 European $5.50- S9.50 
Maxwell Arnold, President 
CAPE ANN'S LARGEST RESORT HOTEL 
GLOUCESTER 
MASSA CHUSETT S 
.... THE HESPERUS LODGE <01111 
MAGNOLIA Accommodations for 150 MASS. 
Americfln a11d European Plan- Smsible Rates 
Cocktail Lounge - Sparkling Entertainment - Television 
Private Beach - Booklet on Request 
Peter Silversmith, Owner Tel. A1agnolia 1458 or 1553 
.... MOORLAND HOTEL <01111 
ON-THE-OCEAN BASS ROCKS, GLOUCESTER 
Sup"b Cuisine- Surf Ba:Jhing- Tennis Courts - D~~t~cing 
Golf - CDcletail Lounge - u jjee Shop - Elet•ator S""ice -
Daily Rate, $7.50 ro $14.00, Modified American Plan 
Daily Rate, $2.50 to S9.00, European Plan 
Booklet on Request 125 Rooms Harold E. Seder, Mgr . 
.... THE ROCKAW AY ~ 
ROCKY NECK Tel. 622 EAST GLOUCESTER 
"Ov"/ooleit1g Glouctster's 011ter Bay" 
Swimming- Tennis - Boating 
Modilied Amer ican Plan 112 rooms Booklet on Request 
Mrs. W. A. Publicover Mr. & Mrs. W. A. Publicover, J r . 
.... THE TAVERN <01111 
30 WESTERN A VENUE Tel. 4200 GLOUCESTER 
A dtall modern hm catering lo lht tollri51 
Dine at the water's edge overlooking Gloucester harbor 
Euro pean Plan Accommodates 35 Eold W . Carlson, Mgr. 
.... HOT EL THORW ALD ~ 
BASS ROCKS GLOUCESTER 
"Tht select hotel of old GkJucester" 
200 yards to line bathing beach - ovedooks golf course -
Elevator service - Spacious lobby - Parlors - Sun porches 
American Plan 12 5 rooms Booklet on Request 
.... TURK'S HEAD INN <01111 
ROCKPORT MASSACHUSETTS 
l1tjormal - Restj11/ - Sa11dy beach 
S9-S 12 daily with meals 
3 miles from Gloucester Seashore and country 
Booltlet on Request 
The hotels o f Glo ucester and Cape Ann 
will be pleased to furnish booklets and 
further information-and will enter-
tain you with tr-.tditional hospitality 
during your stay. 
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1T&lSP APERS 
The first newspaper was the Gloucester Telegraph, issued 
on the first of January, 1827. It was published weekly until 
it went out of existence in October, 1876. 
The Gloucester Democrat was a semi-weekly, first pub-
lished in 1834, and merged into Salem Advertiser in Feb., 1838. 
The Gloucester News, a semi-weekly, was first issued in 
1848 and 1851 was merged into the Gloucester Telegraph. 
~:e Care Ann Advertiser was first a monthly, from 1856 
to 1857, then semi-monthly to November, 1858. It was publish-
ed weekly until 1900. 
The Gloucester Bulletin was a weekly paper from 
november, 1877, to the 30th of April 1888. 
The Gloucester Hews, daily, published its first number 
the 28th of June, 1884, and its last on February 4, 1886. 
The Cape Ann Breeze, daily, was first issued on 
August 29, 1884, and its last in 1901. 
The Gloucester Daily Times commenced publication 
June 16, 1888, and continues to the present informing the 
people of Gloucester of the news of today. 
Pringle, James R. History of the Town and f~~I of 
Gloucester. Gloucester: PL1blishedoy-=the Author, • p. 325. 
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CHAPTER X 
CHURCHES OU CAPE AlJ!J 
TE!llPLE AHAVATH AC HIM 
The oldest established church in Gloucester was the 
• Unitarian. The original church was built in 1738. The town 
meetings and all important public gatherings vvere held in this 
building during the later part of the eighteenth and early 
. part of the nineteenth centuries. The present building was 
built in 1828. !/ Due to a dwindling congregation, the 
society disbanded in 1951 and sold the church property. 
In July 1951, the church was rededicated as Temple 
·' Ah~vath Achim by the Jewish people of Gloucester. 
Around 1900, the first Jewish religious meetings 
were held in Gloucester by the fifteen families living 
here at that time. These first services were held in a 
basement of a house on Liberty Street. A quorum of 10 
•; men must be present at a Jewish service before the fervent, 
religious prayers may be recited. Later, the congregation 
conducted their services in a three room house on Addison 
street. Increased membership resulted in the purchasing 
of a larger building on Prospect Street, and here they 
';continued holding services until 1951. 
When the community transferred to the present head-
·quarters~ formerly the Unitarian Church, a change was made 
in the form of service. Originally, the organization was 
• • 
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orthodox, all services being conducted in He brew. Today the il 
I 
I 
:; Temple is conservative, a combination of Hebrew and English. ' 
90 Jewish families of Gloncester support and maintain Temple 
Ahavath Achim. §) 
1/ Pringle, James R. History of the Town and City of 
Gloucester. Gloncester: Publishea by tne Autnor; ~2. p. TIJ3. 
§) Courtesy Sol H. Block. 
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UlTIVERSALIST CHURCH 
Today Gloucester enjoys the distinction o~ being the 
birthplace o~ Universalism in America. This First Universalist 
Society was the scene of the trials and triumphs of Rev. John 
Murry. 
The Principles appear to have been introduced by an 
English sailor who came here about 1770, in a ship owned by 
Winthrop Sargent. With him, he brought a book written by Rev. 
James Relly, which advocated the principles which are the 
corner stones of Universalism today. The book was read by 
many in Gloucester, which resulted in the forming of a society. 
The believers met quietly among themselves until 1774 when they 
invited Rev. John Murry to labor among them. 
The ~ulpit of the Unitarian Society was open to him, 
but in a short time this was denied him; because of opposition 
which the preaching of his doctrine arroused. 
In 1779 a group o-f 61 persons drew up the ".Articles of 
Association" as an Independent Christian Church of Christ. 
·More trouble followed for the minister and the members, but 
throughout the years, the society continued to grow. 
In 1805, a subscription for a new meeting house was 
opened, and, in that year, a lot of land from Middle to 
Prospect streets was purchased. The present house of worship 
1.50 
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was dedicated october 9, 1806. With its fine gravelled 
approach, shaded by beautiful elms, and its symmetrically 
designed spire, this church is one of the many attractions 
of the city. Within the church are many objects of historic 
interest. The clear-toned bell was cast by Paul Revere. 
Other societies of Universalists were established 
in Lanesville and East Gloucester. 
Pringle, Janes R. History of the Town and i§~I of 
Gloucester. Gloucester: Published-oy~e Author, .--
1.52 
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BAPTIST CHURCH 
The Baptist Church on Cape Ann was first established 
·.at Rockport through the efforts of Capt. Benjamin Hale. He 
was a native of Sandy Bay, and at an early age went to sea. At II 
ij 
, the age of 28, he was captain of an English brig sailing betweenjJ 
1 I~ew York and Me de ira. 
I 
During one of these voyages he "exper-
.ienced religion", and on returning to New York he was baptized 
and received as a member of one of the Baptist Churches there. 
·• Not long after he returned to his native Rockport, and labored 
I 
:! zealously for conversion of the people. In 1808, the First 
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· ings were held in the house of Captain Hale, who was a licensed ii 
Baptist Church was organized with 18 members. The :first meet-
·preacher. 
Among those in Capt. Hale's congregation was~~. John 
·smith of Gloucester proper. Through his efforts and interest, 
I 
::a group started in Gloucester. The first pulpit was supplied 
by Rev. Rufus Babcock of Salem, and Brother Benson, a blind 
;preacher • The first regular preacher was Rev. w~. Boswell. 
. The group resolved to form a church called the First Baptist 
Church in December 1830. 
The society grew in membership and influence and the 
'present structure was erected on the corner of Middle and 
Pleasant Streets. This was dedicated in March 1871. So from 
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hQmble beginnings the church has grown to be among the foremost !i lj 
in the city. The East Gloucester Baptist Church was establish- ·, 
ed in 1863. 
!\ 
:i 
" li 
Pringle, James R. Histo~ o£ the Town and f§~l of 
Gloucester. Gloucester: Publis~d-oy~e-xu-thor, .--
il 
!\ 
pp. 297-3oo. 
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l!IETHODIST CHURCH 
In 1805, John Edney, an English Wesleyan, became a 
resident of GlouceEter at Riverdale and held meetings in his 
house. By his efforts the first Methodist sermon was preached 
in 1806 by Rev. George Pickering. A few converts was the re-
sult of his early labors. 
In 1826 a society was organized composed of about 20 
persons. Rev. Aaron Wait was the first minister appointed. 
, Services were held in the old meeting house in the Fourth 
Parish. In the fall of 1828 a new building was erected on 
Prospect Street, at the harbor. 
In 1830 a second Methodist society and church was or-
ganized at Riverdale. Rev. 1tt. ~ait divided his labors be-
tween this and the town parish. 
October 31, 1883, the present structure on Prospect 
and Pleasant Streets was dedicated. 
Other Methodist societies were formed in Rockport, 
,' 1831; Bay View, 1871; and East Gloucester, 1885. 
Pringle, James R. History of the Town and i@~~ of 
Gloucester. Gloucester: Published-oy~e Author, .--
PP• 300-302. 
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TIUITITY COHGREGATIOITAL CHURCH 
On November 17. 1829. the Council of Churches unanimous-
ly granted the request of seven former members of the First 
Parish Church to establish a religious society of their own 
liking. The group selected the name of Evangelical Congrega-
tional Church of Gloucester. It was nearly two years old before 
its first meeting house was dedicated, and well into its third 
year before it settled a pastor. In 1831, the meeting house on 
the corner of r~:iddle and School Streets was dedicated. The 
·numbers had grown to 14. 
Under the leadership of Rev. Dr. Christopher M. Nickels 
(1835 to 1848). there was marked improvement. The church paid 
off its debt. and became independent of Home ~tissionary assis-
tance. A total of one hundred and twenty people united with 
the church under Dr. nickels. As the congregation increased, 
it became necessary to build a new ch~rch edifice and this 
was accomplished on March 22, 1855. 
In 1892, the name of the church was changed to the 
Trinity Congregational Church of Gloucester. During the years 
of the ministry of Rev. Dr. Charles H. Williams, the church ed-
ifice was renovated throughout. Property to the north and west 
of the church was acquired in anticipation of the needs of the 
growing church and sunday school. In 1922, the edifice was 
:! 
I 
!/ 
il 
.I 
1_56 
i57 
Cono rc. oa..1iono.\ C,hu \c ~ (..) <.) 
~58 
I 
. ·-----·-- ___ . _ ~~-"C~C-c.c..=--=.~-~---"-'-=---- _ ---'--'==="--=---+-: --,:-=c=-== 
completely remodled, and a parish house erected. :1 
Throughout the years, the congregation has grown in 
numbers and influence upon the community. Today the church 
numbers 886 members. Trinity has been from the beginning a 
, church of ardent lay men and lay women. 
Three Hundredth Anniversary, Gloucester: Trinity 
congregational Church, 1929. p. 1-20. 
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ROMAIJ CATHOLIC 
Until 1840 only one or two families of catholic faith 
. resided on Cape Ann. After this date, Irish and Portuguese 
families became more numerous. With'their advent begins the 
• hi:story of Roman Catholic church on Cape Ann. The first mass 
was celebrated in Gloucester January 1849, in the room of a 
ii 
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ll Rev. John McCabe of Salem was the officiating i: ~ I 
Catholic family. 
.: priest. After that, mass was celebrated in the Town Hall, at 
;intervals, until 1855. 
il 
·: 
• At this time a building was purchased from the Baptists 
and removed to the site o~ the present stone church on Pleasant 
.Street. It was converted into a Catholic Chapel and dedicated 
September 1855. A few months afterwards, Rev. Luigi Acquarone 
was settled as the parish priest and continued as such until 
1871. Parish matters went on quietly, the congregation in-
1creasing in numbers during this time. 
In September 5, 1871, Rev. J. J. Healy took charge of 
the parish. A change of methods was at once noticed. In five 
years this latest of the Cape Ann churches had changed its 
home from a small wooden building to a magnificent stone 
':edifice, which far excelled any structure in the town. 
The corner stone was laid in 1876, and the completion 
o= the church followed in the same year. It was consecrated 
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to St. Ann in 1886 with appropriate ceremonies. The handsome 
;/ 
·• brick parochial house fronting on Dale Avenue was built in 
1880, and the- school and convent were completed in 1886. 
The church cost $100,000 and the entire group of buildings 
' involved an expenditure of $14o.ooo. 
Since that time several additions have been made to 
both the school and convent. Today the school has an enroll-
ment of more than 700 students from grade one through senior 
high, taught by twenty Sisters of Mercy. 
Other Catholic churches established on Cape Ann are 
St. Anthony by the Sea, St. Peter's in East Glouoeste~, St. 
Joachim's in Rockport, and the Sacred Heart in Lanesville. 
Pringle, James R. Histor~ of the Town and g~~y of 
Gloucester. Gloucester: Publishe oy the IUr.nor:-1 • --
; pp. 302-366. 
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OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE 
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The congregation of this church is of Portuguese descent !i , ., 
1: i;many 
I' ,, 
of them having come from the Azores. 
!I 
In 1893, the original II 
was erected. This was destroyed by fire in 1914. i 
'I 
I' 
church 
The present church is in the style of the Azores. The n q 
·i 
twin towers, topped by their golden crosses, can be seen far out! 
! 
to sea. 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church has the distinction of 
li 
ii having the first set of Carillon bells in .America. These were 
., 
n 
ii installed in one of the twin towers in 1922. Many and varied 
if il !\were the benefits conducted by these good people in order to 
i! raise the money to purchase the Carillon bells. 
p 
Interesting customs and religious services are solem-n il 
ll 
li nized at variou.s seasons of the year. The Crowning service on 
h 
11 Pentecost Sunday is one of the beautiful ceremonies. This old 
~world custom is offered every year by various members o£ the 
I' 
I/ congregation in grateful thanksgiving for favors received. In 
II 
II 
l! mid-June, another religious event, the Blessing of the Fleet, 
" !i ii takes place. Banquets, street parades, carillon concerts, and 
,, 
li special church services mark a week end of religious exercises. 
!\ 
" ·i 
· The events are brought to a close by the solemn blessing of the 
':Portuguese Fishing Fleet by a dignitary of the Roman Catholic 
li 
lj Church of the Archdiocese of Boston. 
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FOREWORD 
Cape Ann d1d not appeal so 
mur.h to "them damned literary 
1&'..Jers", to quote an old Glouces-
ter !!.sherman In "The Rockport 
Anchor" lar 1952. Herein old Sal-
ty doffs his sou'wester to proof 
positive 91 the volumtcity of 
"them literary tellers." 
The hundreds of titles listen In 
Part 1 include literature about; 
cape Ann and references to Cape 
Ann. The..~ titles do not include 
all of those historical and valu-
able articles and poems found 
wtthln the listed newspapers and 
magaztnes. 
i 
the Mountain and Old Mother Ann, ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• . ..... ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••-••••••••••••••,.•••••••••• Gloucester, 1872 to 1885; Report of public, July, 1929. 
h the Number of Men Furnished by Walnwrt.rht, Richard A.-Log of (poem),lS92. , Cape Ann Bz.blz·o~nurp theTownofRockPortfortheArmY, u. a. Gunb0at "Gloucester,"l899. Bradford, W11llam-History of and Navy durin& the rebellion, 1861- Waite, Rev. Josl.nh K.-Discourse Plymouth Plantation, 1856. Delivered in Fl.rst. Parish Ch\irch, I Bray, Maria Herrick-Aunt Hitty, 1865, 1866. Gloucester c. .. - ~ay Dec 22 1•"9 
1908. · Rope Maker, The-Out of Glou- • Q\.U... • • • "" • 
Brayley, Arthur W.-Hlstory of cester, (article), June, 1944. 1MWO.alf rd Li 1 A Fishery ae 
------------------··------- n-~-. Grace Norton-Por•· Of the 0 • one .- -the Granite Industry ot New E:ng- ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ "'Q sources of the U ited States. 194:'7. 
land, 1913. Daniels, Walter M.-American The Mayor's Committee for the 1952 Literature and Nattl, Lee Kin Past, 1941. Walshe, Edward-The AnnlsqUam 
Owing to the limited Ume allot-
ted to the preparation of this list, 
there are undoubtedly many 
omisslonR and mL~takes. In the 
hope of maintaining a complete 
tile of Cape Ann literature, it is 
requested that omlc;.~Jons and 
corrections be mailed to Robert F. 
Brown at the W1lliam G. Brown 
company. 
Partlcu.I1r credit goes 1.0 Hyde 
Cox, chairman of the Literature 
committee of t.he Festival or the 
Arts .and to Miss D. Marjorie 
Taylor and Mrs. Alan G. Hl11 of 
tbe Sawyer 1"ree Library who as-
stated ln \be compUaUon, and 
many th&Db an olf.-ed to ta.o.e 
who provldM 0 
Uon, inclucUng Thomas Babson. 
Al!red M. Brooks, s . .Foster Da-
mon, Elllott C. Rogers, and Wil-
liam J. Macinnis. !Reproduction 
righta restrved)-R. F . B. 
PART I 
.t'bbott, J(atherlne 1\f.-Qld Paths 
&ltd Legends of New England, 1903. 
Ackerman, Edward A.-New Eng-
land's }l'i,;hing Industry, 1941 . . 
,Achtenhagen, o-They That Go 
Down to the Sea tn Ships <article> 
1n Scholastic, Apr. 1947. 
AdiUns, \Vllllam Taylor-<same as 
011Y"er OptiC). 
Agaasiz, Elizabeth C .and Alex-
ander-&asldo Studies In Natural 
Hiatory, 1865. 
Alcott, Louisa May-LttUe Wom-
en, 1868. 
Aldrich, Thomas Bailey-Alec 
Yeaton's Son <poem): Gloucester 
(poem.> 
Alllng, RObert Babson-Babson 
and Allled F'amtlles ln America., 
1930. 
Ambler, Edward v .-cape Ann 
TraU !descrlpllvo map), 1930; 
Know Cape Ann, 1931 , 1037. 
American School of the Air-New 
Horizons, Fight for Food <radio 
script), 1040. 
Anderson-The Rigging of Ships 
Jn the Days o! the Sprit.aa.ll Top-
lna.st, 1600-1720, 1927. 
Andrew, Abram Piatt.-M~orial 
Address Delivered in Congress, 1938. 
Annlsquam Scwtng Ctrcle--A.nnl-
squam Village Cook Book, 1940. 
Appleton, D. nnd Co.-Appleton's 
Handbook of American Summer 
Resorts, 1897. 
Archer, Oa\..,:~1-'I'he Relation of 
Captain Gosnold's Voyage to the 
North Part of Virginia, 1602, In Col-
lections of Mus. Hl.st, Soc .. vol. 8, 
31-d 1843. 
I Brereton, M. John-Brief and I Fishermen's Race Classic for 1929 . th. Background for s Rose, JaCk M., and Grac&-North- Willows (poem); The Mermaid of True Relation of the Discovery of . . • Drama Festival takes great pleasure in presentmg on lS Hornbook, Jan., 19 ~- east from BostoHn, 194.1. oa AwaJ CaPe Ann <poem>. 
the North Part of Viz"ilnia Made 1 (article I in Pishmsz. Aug., 1929. l>age, with the cooperation of the Gloucester Daily Tim~, Rose, Marc>- appy ys ~ n Walton, Muon A.-Hermit's WUd 
1602 by Captain Bartholomew Gos- Darcy, Jacq-.. aJil.E:--The Treasure Naylor, Blanch .,....,.?!oucester Ra- at Gloucester <article> 1n The Ro- Friends, 1so3. , the most Complete list of books, poems and articles about cers <article> 1n "~!'"·g. Aug., 1929. t · J 943 nold .. 1602. Chest, 1948. Gl arl81l, an., 1 · Walton, Skinner, and Tracy-Aw-
Bnce John J A. Manu I of Fish Cape Ann, and Cape Ann n•n"ters, ever published. Nelson, L. H. Co.-VIews of ou- Rose-Troup, Frances--John White ful Calamities, or The Shipwrecks of 
Culture' 1897 .- a Davis, James-Pleac;ant Water, A .. cester and Vlcinlt¥, est. 1900; Views The Patriarch of Dorchester and the December, 1839, 1840. 
Brooks Allred Mansfield-The Song of the Sea and Shore (poetry), The list, including more than 600 titles, is the result of Gloucester, M .. and Vicinity, founder of Massachusetts, 1930. Ward, Elizabeth Stuart Phelps-
1N909ewall Thrtune, 1906; Somes House, 
18
D
77
e.metrlos. George-When Greek of a number ef years of enthusiastic and painstaking re- est. 1901. Rosier, James-A TrUe Relation Among the Gloucester Fishermen 
h h 1 New England Co neil-New Eng- of the Most Prosperous Voyage (article) in McClure's Ma.,.a.zlne, · Meets Gree" 1947 .<~earch by Robert F. Brown, w o, more t an anyone e se, it statist! 1 Ab • Brooks, Mary-The Fierce Porcu- ... · land Commun Y ca. - Made This Present Year, 1605, by Sept., 1896; Beyond the Oates, 1883; 
pine (poem); Through Old Glou- ~emetria&, Virginia Lec-(sce Vir- IS responsible for its scope and accuracy. stracw, 1942. Capt. George Weymouth, 1605. Burglars in Paradise; Chapters 
oester 1923 glma Lee Burton). The Committee and the Times !eel that this Bibliography Newhall, James R.-The .asex Rothery, Agnes Edwards-The RO- From A Life. 1896; A Chariot of Fire Bro~ks. "vanWyck-The Flower- Dcmmler, Fred A. - Immortal Memorial For 1836. 1836. mantle Shore, 1915. 1905; Oates Between, 1887; Olou-
l.ug of New England 19:ffi· New Youth, A Memoir, 1919· constitutes a real public service to the people of Cape Ann. Niemi, Tyyne-For Those Hours Sabine, Loren:ro-PrinciPal Fish- cester <poem>; Jack the Fisherman, 
' ' Dexter Ralph W.- The Annis- L 1 1 1 'T'P<• Sto"" 
England Indian -Summer, 1940. quam S~a-S!de Laboratory Of AI- Its appearance here is one of th~ principal events of the In His Arms, art c 4J n ...... e •.z erics of the American Seas.. 1887; The Madonna of the 1\Jbs, 
Brown, C. Emerson-Mammals of pheus Hyatt <article! in The Scien- Magazine, March, 1Q36. Sandy Bay Full Moon-The Real 1886; An Old Maid's Paradl.se, 1878; 
Eastern Massachusetts, 1913. ·u· M thly Feb 1952. Ecological Festival. Niles, Rev. Samutl-A summary B11ly Barlow cpamphletl, eat. 1932. A Singular I;lfe, 1896. 
.Brown, Charles D.-GloucC£ter ~ lc !ron 'r the.'Disappearance of Particular effort has .been taken to present the Bibli- Historical Nnrratlve of the wars In Sart;ent. Emma Worcester-Epes Ward, .Belen F.-Pee Weaaon PI~tr'::'~ue~~ Chouteau-cape .e~ G~:aXU::t° Cape Ann <article> ln ography in convenient form for reading and reference. It is ~cfta:.g~~~ "'1th Pte French and ~;~~r:f 1~uce!ter and HJs De- <~: WJWam-Hew Bnc••nct'a Ann: sOme Earlier Colonial Dwell- {fu~leoof w~~~~e ::~~-dat~~~ hoped that the page will be torn out and saved in hundreds Noble, T. Sargent" ~ApPeal to the llD· Prolpect, 1134. • ·- __ 
ingc; in and About Annl.squam (ar- • 2.uuc mm t!S <hymn) , 1938: partial Publlc b)' the Soclety ot Webber .JObn a. .,r .. - -tlcle) In Pencil Points. 1933. ' let at Cape Ann (article> In Ecolog- of homes. AtOUDd 
IkOwn w 0 1947: The Rein- 1941, "'""'·"'un, ~:;f1!!JMIIJ~ud OhrWJao IJadependmt. Coll8nP&-GlicNc..- · Features to the And i1c,1,IEOl/IMII&c~T .. '~~r:~==~~~:~~~- the ~a~ Wav:· ~ ~): ~!n1ng ~~~~~ ii'iiaaAiijinr,na. ~lllj~:ii~M;iiiifi-'!.iillii .... C.aJM· ........,. H..:...OloucPl<ter in Gloucester Harbor <poem>. 
Summer Haunts cal -~-. •• --.. ---~. In B...... ~--- ....... -. =--ta P'1lbers Cartlcle) In The Century Sargent, Judith-The Gleaner Car-Portland, 1912. ..,.,_. - ~· .. -. - &_...... ....,....,.... aztn Oct 886 ett& For Tourist, e&t. lel1. 
I Burton, Virgin in. Lee-choo, Choo, Dodge, J.-Bchoes ftc1al PrOtrram. -: ~ Annlwr- etc .. urn. Mag e, .• 1 • ticlea). 
l937; Katy and the Big Snow 1943; Cape Ann (poetry), 1889. sary~ftcial Program, 18f2. K_.e, Gwendollne-Bullt In 1700; North Shore B~Cmagazine) , Sargent Murray Gilman Hough 
The Little House, 1942; Mike Mulll- Dow George Francis-Domeatlc Gloucester BuUetln-(newspaper>- Inspiration For Today (article> in 1002 t.o 1938; Who's Who Along the House Assoclatlon-1941. 
Wentworth, Ruth EUen-"Cap-
tain's Couraseous" Still Go Fi!lhlng 
OUt of Gloucester (article) In Amer-
ican Cookery, Nov., 1940. 
gan and His Steamshovel, 1939. Life ~ New England in the 17th urn to 1888. American Cookery. Oct., 1~. North Shore, 1939 to date. Saturday Evening Post--Cod and 
Cadman, Pa.ul F.-lsec Allan Century, 1925: Two Centuries of Gloucester Dally T\mes-(news- Keyes, Claflin-cape Ann Like A Nutting, Wallac:e.-Masaachusetts Canvas !article>, AUg., 5, 1939. 
Wheatland, Henry-Standard His-
tory of ~ex County, Mass., 1878. 
Forbes). Travel in Essex County, 1605-1799, paper)-1888 to date; Illustrated Jewel Lies (poetry), 1945. Beautiful, 1923. savllle, Foster H.-Fishlng Maru 
Cape Ann Advertiser <newspaper>, 1921; <see John Robinson> Survey Of Gloueester, Mass., 1925. Klcrman, Irma. C.-The ~a Ser- Oakley, ThorntoD-CecUta Beaux, otr Sandy Bay (mS), 18f0; (see Roir· 
18s6 to 1900. Dow, ~rge Francis, and Ed- Gloucester Democrat.-(newspap- pent. Of Cape Ann <pamphlet). 1950 1943. er w. Babson). 
Cape Ann Breeze <newspaper>. lllltnds, John Henry-Pirates of the er>-1834 to 1838. King, Philip B.-Memorial To Ober. Charles K.-Out of the Saville, l\!Iar.hall H.-champlain 
1884 to 1901. New England coast, 1630-1730, 1923. Olouce5ter Fisheries As&oCiatlon- George Rogers Mansfield lartlcle> Fog, 1911. and His Landln~s at Cape Ann, 
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•"""-".-v Procter Gotherlng, 1868; Nora Y. z 1 1903 
As It was 100 Years Ago <ms>. 1887. The Child Medium. Co~~ior~vima.m· R-Milrine Alpe 
Marsters, Ann- The House less Procter, George H.-The Fisher- o! the Northeut. Co!Uit of North 
Homes of Dogtown. men's Memorial and Record Book, America, 1937. 
MarUn, Sadie E.-Ll!e and Pro- 1873. Tenney, Ed\ltord P.-Coronat.lon, 
!e.c;sional Career or Emma. Abbott. Recchia, KJUT parsuns-Aftlsts or A Story of For t and Sea. 1871. 
1891. tbe Rockport ...... AsSOciation• 1940: Th G d n w ......... and MaAM'b..nt.. sate Of--A A&~ .., omas, or o .-....... . 
W7 ot die ••A't;m of tobe and Legends ot Able (Builders of Glouccster'a Pros-
Work& progress Admtnlstratlon-
Here·s New En1land, 1939; Massa· 
chusetUi, A Guide to Ita Placea 
and People, 1937. 
Wright, Mary Tappan-A TrUce 
<article) In Scribner's, 1895. • 
Wright & Potter Prtntlng Oo.- , 
Laws Relating to Inland Fl."'heries 
In Massachusetts, 1823-1888-, 188'7. 
Youn&', Dr. A.lnaoder-Chron-
icles of the Firat Planters of the 
Colony or Maa&achuaetta Bay, 1823-
1836. 1846. 
Younr women's Club-Old cape 
Ann, 1907. 
PART II 
CAPE ANN AUTHORS 
In !ODle c!U'es it. IJ dit!lcult to de-
cide who t~hould be 1i6t.ed u a real-
dt>nt. writer. The authors lilted be-
low belong to cape Ann ln the sense 
that each o! them has Uved here 
for at least a abort Ume. 'rbelr 
books, however. are not concerned 
with Cape Ann except tn the case, 
of those whose namea also appear 
ln Part I. . 
Abbe, Georgei Adams, Lelia: 
Adalna, R.Ryn~: .Arnell, Oakes: Am-
bler, Edward V.; Andrew., A. Platt. 
m. · ~ , 
Babson, Jo..-eph E. <Tom ~!lo): 
Babson, N&Dml Lane: B&*n, R.Oter 
W.; Barhe1er, Albert W.; B&ld111n, 
Emma v.: Be-attj, Hetty Burlin-
game; Bechdolt, Jack: Benet, LAu-
ra; Benet, WilliAm Rose; B~ye, 
Clarence and Eleanor; Bov:en. Ca-
therine. Drinker; Brooks, Alfred 
Brooks, Ruth S.: Bryant, Sarah 
Cone <Mrs. Theodore P'raru Borst): 
Bryant, WUllam Cullen: Burton, 
VillWlta Lee <Mra. George De:me-
trlos) ; Buswell, Lealie; BuUer, Oen. in ~ Hal or the$ • 1944; l. 1952. 
sentahves, 1895; Massachusetts on Gloucester Sea J 
~IIIUPitj BeQja.min F,,.~_....,...._.._..c::. 
Oia4J. HarrJtoa. Oawetn . .Madl· 
son: Chamberlain, Allen; Churchill. 
Alfred Vance; Coe, Lloyd; Connol-
ly, James B.: copeiiUld, Melvin T.; 
Crouse, RU~I; CUl\'Cr, Henry B~ 
th Cape Ann. lJH. e Sco, 1630-1930, 1930; Statistics 1046; The saga Tibbets. Pred w.-The story of 
ot the condition and Products or burn, 1945; story o! the Ctlaroh •C Gloucester, Mus., 1917. 
Certain Branches of Industry In our Lady of Good Voyage, 1945. Time Magazlno-Portugu8110 Fish-
Mass., 1846. Rees, Irene carrow-The Comer ermen's Boats Blessed Anew <arU-
Mather, Cotton-MagnaUa, 1855. stone, 1915. cJeJ June 4, 1945. 
M. C. T.- The Shore at Magnolia, Reporter, The-Oioucester, City Topsf!P.Id Historical Society -
(poetry>. with a Past (arUcle), June '7, 1M9. GlouccsLCr, MaS&., VJLal Reco~ <3 
McFarland, Raymond-B.lstory or Rcynolda, J., M.D.-Peter Got.t, \'Ols>, 1917. 
the New England Fisheries, 1911: The cape Ann Ftsh6Dlan, 1858. Towle Manufacturing Co.-Colon-
The Mast.s or Gloucester, 1937; The Reynolds, J. F.-Paradl.ae Clll.f. ial Book, 1898. 
Sea PMther, 1928; Skipper John or 1005. Townsend, Charles Wendell 
the Nimbus: Son, o! the Sea, 1921. Rice. Howard o . ...-Rudyard Kip- Birds of Essex County, Mass .. 1906: 
Mcintire, Edwin c.-Picturesque ling In New Englanc!. 1936. Sand Dunes and Salt Marshes. 1113 
Cape Ann, 1909, 1910. Rice. William G.--'Cnrlllon Music Tou'sley. Lena-All Around the 
McKenzie, F. S. & A. H.-McKen- and Singing Towers of the Old Clock: At. the Betlch, 1938; Sally 
zle"s Hand Book. Gloucester and world and New, 19H. ond Her Friends. 
Cape Ann, 1905, 1908, 1910, 1912. Rich, Htrurn-Lea\CS of the Tide Tressler, Donald K .-Marlne Pro-
Mercantile IIJw.trating Co.-Oiou- and Other paeDIS, 1913. ducts o! Commerce, 1023, Wealth o1 
.-Jl' 1J ch 1 the Sen, 1927. ces"-'r and Its Pomt of Interest, Riverdale Method'ft. Chur -D - Trott, Harlnn-Out From G!ouces-
1896. re-ctory, October, 1~. ter (pOem). 
Moody. William Vaugbn-Glou- Robinson, F. J. ~Tragablgzan- Tnlstecs ot llo.rne tor Cape Ann 
cestcr Moors and Other Poems, 1901; da or Oape Ann, 19 · Fishermen-nome !or Capo Ann 
Poems ond Plays, 1900. Robinson, John- ora of Essex FiEhcrrncn, 1014, 
Moore, Joseph-Navigation Im- County, 1880. Ti"UStA'cs of Public Reservations-
proved, 1815. Robinson, John, Dow, George Annual Reports, 18tH to date. 
~4:::.~ :::a~:.::r~ =~~~~. ;,;::r.~;.:=~ ~i~~;~; nH~:: ;:,:·: 
Town by the Sen, 1924. Rockport Board f Trade-The \ 'ohersalist ('hurt"h-One of Free-
Morse, Grace A.llen-Drl!tv.-ood RoCkpOrt Anchor, 950 to date; dom's BatU (pnmphlet.>. 1917; Pro-
Ftre a.nd other Poems, 1946. Rockport, Mll6S., 193 cccdlngs at the Universalist Cen-
Moustache, Vleux-Tbat Good Roscrs, Clara K. -The StorY o1 tennlal, 1870. 
Old Time, 1867. Two Ltvo 1932. • \"anOoren, r .. uMI 0., a.nc1 Claril", 
Murray Press-The Stoq• or an Rogers. HClll) Mioe-Memorie.s ·amuel c.--Fish of Ule Bast At-
Interestlng and Historic Old House I or Ninety Yean. 1 lnntic Coast.. 1884. 
tn Gloucester, Mass .. 1917. Rogers, John 8. List or Ves- variNatte.r, F . M.-Gioue ter. The 
Murray, Re\', John-Lite O!, 1869. sels Belonatna to re DlsUicL of FiSh City <article> ln Nat.lon's Re-
Daltln, Roger o.: Damon, 8 . .Foa-
ter; de Ia Roche. MaM; Demetrio~. 
Georie: Dellntm, Or. Edward: De-
Voto, Bernard: Doner, Mary Francia 
(Mrs. Claude P&)-zant>. 
Eveleth, Allte Towne. 
Fay, Charles E.: Ferrini , VIncent; 
Flack, )larjorie (Mrs. wtlliun Role 
Benet). 
Gaae, Harry L.; Gllllgan, Ed-
mund; Gilman, Samuel, Grant, 
Gordon, 
Hale, Nancy <Mrs. Fredson Bow· 
crs>: Hammond, Mra. John HaY': 
Hammond, Natalie: Harrt.s, Hortense 
L.: Hawes, Charles Boardman: Hol-
berg, Ruth Lenaland; Howe, Mark 
.-.nthony dtWolfe;' Howell, WUUam 
Dean: Hutt, Frank walcott. 
Inga.ll~:, JerE>my. 
JohnSOn, IrvlniJ. 
Kautz.ky, Theodore: KlnJ, Beu· 
lab: Klngmon, Lee <Mrs. Rober11 
Natt.l) . 
t..anencP, Iubelle; Lowe, Ralph. 
Mand, Rev. Ewald; MllW!fleld, 
Geor;e Raters; Mo.rcus, Wtlltam B.; 
McCrossen, VIncent A.; .McFarland. 
Raymond: .MeUen, \V. R . 0.; Mll-
ler, warren Hasttnrs; Mi1lett, AT• 
thur; Mit.cb~lJ, Stewart: Moore, Jo-
~tph A.: Morton, Charle:~ W.; MU%-
Davld Sin me. 
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ODE TO GLOUCESTER 
Hail, Beloved City, standing by the sea 
With arms outstretched beyond the shore 
To welcome all who seek a lea, 
And shelter from the tempest's roar. 
Thy rugged rocks and peaceful lanes, 
Symbols of strength and harmony, 
Bring to the people and their aims 
The spirit of the One Almighty. 
1\Iay a sweet spirit o:f content 
Forever shed a healthful glow 
On every pleasure and event 
So long as tides shall ebb and flow. 
Lelia French 
Pringle, James R. Three Hundredth Anniversary Book -
li Glon.cester, Mass. Gloucester: Board of the Three Hunrreiith 
!; Anniversary Executive Committee, 1924. 
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CHAPTER XI 
·LITERATURE AND POETRY 
OF 
CAPE ANN 
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GR.AI:ITE MIST 
I pause by the vacant quarry pit 
To look down over the edge. 
Sheer rock slants down a hundred feet 
From pine and thorny hedge. 
Only the tropical blue of the sky 
Reflects in the watery deeps, 
Only the call of a lonesome gull 
Disturbs, as the cavern sleeps. 
. . . . . . . . . . 
Renowned grey stone that shines like silver 
When polished and cut with care, 
stand in timeless monuments 
Regardless of the wear 
Of the elements that created you -
Of your glacial paternity 
'Till the sinking earth might again reclaim 
You for eternity. 
!i j!------
11 
1: 1946. 
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Clerk, Lora IF.. Land Ho. Gloucester: The Curhan Company, 
p. 12. 
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"SQU.Al,?' ROCK 
Now many thousand years have passed 
Since glacial ice and snow 
Roared down from Artie waste-lands fast 
And covered our lands so low. 
'Mid awful thunder of splitting ice, 
With force to move an ton, 
God's hand, a mighty vice, 
Defied the heat of many suns. 
'Til gouging on, the sea was reached, 
The crushing power ebbed, 
Pushed on and on and nearly beached 
Caught - held close - be webbed -
t'Squam Rock." withstood the final push, 
Set high on the brow of the hill. 
Settled in earth and fragrant bush, 
Deep purpose to fulfill. 
What good all this productive sail 
To fall to the despot's hand? 
What gain the curse of war to spoil 
our lives - our homes - our land, 
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Guard us well and long, 0 Rock, 
Fearless, invincible One. 
Crouch low, Be ready for the shock, 
Our cause is not yet won. 
Rear your head and slumber notl 
Your village is not sleeping. 
Should our turn come, we'll not be caught 
Unaware, our watch, unkeeping. 
Cle.rk, Lora M. Land Ho. Gloucester: The Curhan Company, 
1946. P• 24. 
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RAFE I s CH.AS:hl 
0 Iti ghty chasm of' the deep! 
Whos murmuring echoes never sleep, 
But ceaseless moan in mono tone, 
Till roused by ocean's gloomy frown. 
Ah~ then thy thunders break and roll 
Beneath the heaven's dark'ning scroll, 
Ancl angry waves come dashing in 
With foaming crest, and 'mid the din 
Isoheard the sea-gull's piercing scream. 
All nature bows beneath the shock: 
The lofty tree-tops bend and rock; 
And e'en the grass, each slender blade, 
Close to its mother-earth is laid. 
But lo a hush comes o'er the storm, 
The sun brings forth a rosy morn, 
And on each rough and ragged seam 
The drops of spray like diamonds gleam. 
And thro' thy cavern dark and deep, 
Once more the echoes moan and weep. 
Dodge, r1Iaria J. Echoes From Cape Ann. Boston: 
The Algonquin Press, 1889. p. ~ ---
:l72 
:; 
THE W::1:ISTLDJ G BUOY 
Rocked in the cradle of the deep, 
The whistling buoy is lulled to sleep; 
And high above old ocean's roar 
Is heard its loud, melodious snore. 
It warns the mariners away 
from treacherous rocks in Sandy Bay; 
It tells them of the dangerous reef 
1Thich brings our noble ships to grief. 
It warns them from our rock-bound shore, 
Beyond the breaker's sullen roar; 
And the pilot, standing at the wheel, 
As it voice a thrill of joy doth feel. 
As the vessel slowly wears around, 
He lists to catch the welcome sound. 
'Tis thus we know the whistling buoy, 
~hough a landman's pest, is a sailor's joy. 
Dodge, J\laria J. Echoes From Cape .Ann. Boston: 
The Algonquin Press, 1889. p. ~ ---
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Th~ ~ffiECK OF THE HESPERUS 
It was the schooner Hesperus, 
That sailed the wintry see; 
.And the skipper had taken his little daughter, 
To bear him company. 
Blue were her eyes as the fairy-flax, 
Her cheeks like the dawn of day, 
And her bosom white as the hawthorn buds, 
That ope in the month of May. 
The skipper he stood beside the helm, 
His pipe was in his mouth, 
And he watched how the veering flaw did blow 
The smoke now West, now South. 
Then up and spake an old Sailor, 
Had sailed to the Spanish Main, 
"I pray thee, put into yonder port, 
For I fear a hurricane. 
"Last night, the moon had a golden ring, 
And to-night no moon we seet" 
~he skipper, he blew a whiff from his pipe, 
And a scornful laugh laughed he. 
• 
• 
Colder and louder blew the wind, 
A gale from the Eortheast, 
The snow fell hissing in the brine, 
.And the billows frothed like yeast. 
Doun came the storm, and s~ote amain 
The vessel in its strength; 
She shuddered and paused, like a frighted steed, 
Then leaped her cable's length. 
lfCome hither~ come hithert my little daughter 
And do not tre~ble so; 
For I can weather the roughest gale 
That ever wind did blow." 
He wrap~ed her warm in his seaman's coat 
Against the stinging blast; 
He cut a rope from a broken spar, 
~~d bound her to the mast. 
"0 fa thert I hear the chnrch- bells ring·, 
Oh say, what may it be?" 
"'Tis a fog-bell on a rock-bound coast!"-
~u:d he steered for the open sea. 
"O father! I hear tLu sound of guns, 
Oh say, what rna;y- it be ?n 
nsome ship in distress, that cannot live 
In such an angry sea!" 
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"0 fatherl I see a gleaming light !! 
, i! 
Oh say, what may it be?" 
Eut the father answered never a word, 
A frozen corpse was he. 
Lashed to the helm, all stiff and stark, 
With his fa-ce turned to the skies, 
The lantern gleamed through the gleaming snow 
On his fixed and glassy eyes. 
Then the maiden clasped her hands and prayed 
That saved she might be; 
And she thought of Christ, who stilled the wave, 
On the Lake of Galilee. 
And fast through the midnight dark and drear, 
Through the whistling sleet and snow, 
Like a sheeted ghost, the vessel swept 
Tow'rds the reef of :rorman's Woe. 
And ever the fitful gust between 
A sound came from the land; 
It was the sound of the trampling surf 
On the rocks and the hard sea-sand. 
The breakers were right beneath her bows, 
She drifted a dreary wreck, 
And a whooping billow swept the crew 
Like icicles from her deck. 
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She struck where the white and fleecy waves 
Looked soft as carded wool, 
But the cruel rocks, they gored her side 
Like the horns of an angry bull. 
Her rattling shrouds, all sheathed in ice, 
With the masts went by the board; 
Like a vessel of glass, she stove and sank, 
rio~ ho~ the breakers roaredl 
At daybreak, on the bleak sea-beach, 
A fisherman stood aghast, 
To see the form of a maiden fair, 
Lashed close to a drifting mast. 
The salt sea was frozen on her breast, 
The salt tears in her eyes; 
And he saw her hair, like the brown sea-weed, 
On the billows fall and rise. 
Such was the wreck of the Hesperus, 
In the midnight, and the snowl 
Christ save us all from a death like this, 
On the reef of Uorman' s :Yoe ~ 
Long·fellow, Henry ':!. Favorite Poems of Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow. ITew York: Doubleday & Corr.pany, Ir:c., 1947 
., P'P• 388-391. 
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FOG 
The still, gray fog lies on the sea 
And all the world may lie beyond, 
Deep hid, it matters not to me. 
The tide laps softly on the shore, 
The gulls fly close, the fishes leap, 
And, from calm de~ths, the weed-grown rocks 
Like dripping spaniels raise their heads 
And seem to wait a master's call. 
:I ., _____ _ 
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II Iv!orse, Grace A. The Driftwood 
11 :Published by the Author :--I"949. p. 9. 
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TEE ELUS 
~llierever the eyes may turn from the sea 
They meet the arch of some old elm tree, 
":Thich lifts its spreading branches high 
Towards the soft white clouds in the far blue sky, 
And birds nest safely and twitter low 
~men the skies are filled with sunset glow. 
I passed them oft when the winds were cold, 
When the sky was gray and the weves were bold, 
Hurling their might at the rocky shore; 
And the old elms stood as in days of yore 
Breasting the gale wit~ their massive girth, 
Their gnarled roots grappling the stony eartht 
The men who planted these brave old trees 
Were not a people of wealth or ease; 
They cast their nets in the teeming sea 
Or quarried granite that homes might be, 
Eat they left us the ·elms, by road and farm, 
To guard and protect from careless harmt 
il r.~orse, Grace A. The Driftwood Fire. Glances ter: 
!i Published by the .Author:-I949. p. 12.--
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HALF-]Ul.ST HIGH 
Half-mast high the signal flo&tst 
She 1 s coming in from sea, 
Some sailor of her crew is gone, 
Who may the lost one be? 
The landsmen gaze as she draws nigh, 
With trembling, sad concern, 
The vessels name to learn, 
That comes with colors half-mast high. 
Half-mast high the signal floats, 
\Tho shall the mourners be, 
That soon must weep sad tears for him 
They never more shall see? 
Aht many may heave the anxious sigh, 
For fear that it may prove, 
To be the one they love, 
:B'or whom the flag floats hs.lf-mast high. 
Half-mast high the signal floats 
Oht can it be 'tis he? 
It speaks relief to other hearts, 
But it is a knell to me, 
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The word that names him who doth lie 
Low in his watery urn, 
And shall never return; 
For mine the flag floats half-mast high. 
Half-mast high the signal floats, 
Thus honored let them be, 
Who perish thus that we may live 
On treasures of the sea. 
For them the hardy brs.ve who die, 
And find no other grave 
But the deep ocean wave 
~Ve' 11 raise the colors half-mast high. 
James Davis 
Proctor, George. The Fishermen's Memorial and Record 
il Book. Gloucester: Proctor Brothers, 1873. p. 98. 
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CHAPTER XII 
POINTS OF I1TTEREST 
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" THE CAPE ANN TRAIL" I 
By EDWARD VASSAR AMBLER 
"ANYONE who bas owned a car and has not taken 
that wonderful run along what used to be called 
Cape Ann Side has missed the immense reason !or · 
owning an automobile in America, and somethmg 
should be done about it." - Excerpt from "Old Sea-
port Towns" by Hildegarde Hawthorne, niece of our 
beloved Nathaniel Hawthorne. 
Famous writers and artists have used Cape Ann as a 
background. Thousands of tourists from all quarters 
of the globe have traveled "The Cape A~n Trail" an.d 
marvelled. A treat is in store if you w1ll follow th1s 
wonder journey which we have laid out for you. 
WAGNOLJA 
On the famed North Shore of Massachusetts, af~r 
passing through Beverly and Manchester, you are. m-
troduced to Magnolia where Gloucester really begms. 
Here we would suggest you turn off the main highway 
which leads you to Magnolia - Magnolia the spot of 
many charms which back in the days when it was 
called "Kettle Cove" gave rise to a story of witchery 
which is yours for the hearing. First you will pass by 
"Crescent," the first of the many beaches on the Cape 
Ann Trail. Here you can look seaward to old Kettle 
Island or backward towards Salem and Marblehead. 
A turn to the left will carry you past the Oceanside, to 
Lexington Avenue, past the Fifth Avenue summer 
shopping center. 
NORMAN•s WOE 
From here a tum to the right will carry you to two 
of the most famous spots on the whole North Shore-
Rafe's Chasm and Norman's Woe. To see these, follow 
along Hesperus Avenue until you come to the sign of 
the Casino. To the right of this a public path leads you 
back to Rafe's Chasm, a scene of romance and tragedy. 
real and filmed. Here you may marvel at this great 
fissure and then look outward to the sea for your first 
glimpse of East Gloucester, Eastern Point Light and 
the great Government breakwater, while close at hand 
to your left, as you climb to a high spot on the rocks, 
you will thrill at your first glimpse of Norman's Woe, 
setting of Longfellow's famous poem, "The Wreck of 
the Hesperus." 
Reluctantly you will leave this spot behind, but 
ahead of you are many things to see. On Hesperus 
A venue, you will pass the Castle of John Hays Ham-
mond, Jr., which contains historic treasures and mas-
terpieces from every part of the world and depicts 
three centuries of architectural development. In this 
1 
castle are found priceless treasures of every age and 
medium of art. Further along, on Hesperus Avenue, 
you will coine to Dolliver's Neck. Here, if you wish, 
you can park your car ncar the roadside and take a 
narrow boardwalk over the marsh to the first of Cape 
Ann's Coast Guard and Life Sa,·ing Stations. From 
here walks the beach patrol, and here you will find the 
lifelines that have been shot out over many a stormy 
sea to rescue the mariner. Fourteen different types of 
TEN POUNll 
ISLAND 
service the Coast Guard is called upo~ to perform. 
These include the perilous work of the 1ce patrol, the 
vigilant lookout for wrecks and derelicts, the spotting 
of schools of fish, and the watchful eye of the law. 
Next on your journey, you will come to .Western 
Avenue. A short drive back towards ,Magnolia on the 
main highway takes you to Gloucester s largest park-
Ravenswood. Three hundred acres of forest land, 
shady walks and drives you will find in Ravenswood 
Park and here are fine overlooks over the sea and hid-
den spots in the wildwood but you must leave. y~ur 
car and walk along its trails for a full appreciation 
of them. 
Now you turn backward towards the ce.nter of lhe 
city and, as you pass Hesperus Avenue 3:ga1.n, get your 
first glimpse of Freshwater Cove. Th1s 1s the spot 
where Champlain landed for his fresh water supply; 
here many men were washed ashore in the "Lord's Day 
Gale" and from here Master Moore, the schoolmaster, 
was kidnaped to serve under the British_ ft~g. On the 
left, over the picturesque lake, stands Sblhngton ~all, 
scene of many operas and plays; and to the nght. 
"Hammond Hall," former home of the late John Hay!' 
Hammond, famed mining engineer, and gift to the 
Archdiocese of Boston. 
Before you know it you will find yourself looking 
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over historic Stage Fort Park itself; Stage Fort, where 
the Massachusetts Bay Colony made its start: Stage 
Fort, where the troops of every war have marched: 
Stage Fort, where Miles Standish and Miles Hughel' 
had their historic fight and the Stage Fort of pictur-
esque rocks and beaches. Tarry here for a while and 
read its memorial rock, see the breastworks of the old 
fort and stop to imagine the days when the pirates 
found their way onto Half Moon Beach which nestle~ 
among its rocks. 
From Stage Fort you pass along the Western A venue 
Esplanade and the road that branches in from Essex 
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and West Gloucester. Here you will find the C~amber 
of Commerce Information Booth at your serv1ce and 
Gloucester Harbor stretches uut before you. Ten Pound 
Island named because of its purchase price from the 
Indian's lies in the center of the harbor. Here you will 
find a Government Fi:>h Hatchery Station started in 
1887 as well as a lighthouse which for more than a 
centw-y now has sent out its rays to guard the mariner. 
Another glimpse of Eastern Point Light and the break-
water may be seen just beyond. To your left, as you 
motor over the drawbridge onto the island on which 
much of Cape Ann is located, you will see Gloucester's 
new modern high school which provides educational 
facilities for over 1100 students. Beneath the bridge is 
the "cut" through which the waters of the Annisquam 
River flow. Historic is this bridge which started from 
the labours of the Reverend Richard Blynman as far 
back as 1643. The real beauty of the Annisquam River 
cannot be appreciated unless you see the upper reaches 
of it as it flows again into the sea through Ipswich Bay. 
It is a real treat to sail up this scenic stretch of water, 
over the spot where old Hangman's Island and an an-
cient enemy destroyer lies buried in the sands and into 
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the realm of green islands and great sand dunes w 
the seals sometimes bask. 
On Western Avenue you will want to stop awhile to 
see the Fishermen's Memorial, a silent testimonial to 
Gloucester fishermen who have lost their lives at sea. 
Designed by Leonard P. Craske, it was planned by the 
citizens of Gloucester as a permanent memorial of the 
300th Anniversary observance of the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony. Three hundred year!t of Gloucester's his-
tory was passed as far back as 1923 and ere this 300 
years, thousands of fishermen had lost their lives at 
sea. It is at this point that the Fishe1·man's Memorial 
exercises are held each year, an impressive service for 
lhe many who silently watch the triuute of flowers 
flow outward on the waves in memory of those who 
have gone out to the sea in ships never to return. This 
whole Esplanade, constructed since 1922, follows a his-
toric piece of waterfront. Here, a century or so ago, 
East Indian merchant sea captains used to land in 
small boats; here stretched the old rope walk and here 
were old taverns and homes. 
Continue along Western Avenue and you come to the 
"Fort," now an important part of Gloucester's indus-
trial waterfront, once the site of a historic fort back in 
the days when stately trees graced its banks. In early 
days the home of Irish and American fishermen, it is 
now occupied by Italian residents and is one of the 
principal sections of the fresh fish business. Here you 
may view fishing boats of the type you would have see11 
on the Sea of Galilee during Biblical times. 
Returning, and as you come into Rogers Street, you 
pass the old Town Landing from which once ran the 
principal thoroughfare up to the "Green." 
From trus point on, continuing through Rogers 
Street into Duncan Street and then along Wharf 
Street, you will follow close to the harbor's edlle. Ju~t 
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ing left around the monument, has fully a dozen homes 
erected before the year 1776. On your left, under a 
venerable white spire. stands the Universalist Church, 
built in 1806 and the oldest bouse of worship in the 
city. Here preached the Reverend John Murray who 
organized the first Universalist Society in America. 
The church bell was cast in the foundry of Paul Revere. 
Nearly opposite is the Sargent-Murray-Gilman-Hough 
House. Here lived Reverend John Murray, father of 
American Universalism, and here was born the Rever-
end Samuel Gilman, author of "Fair Harvard." It is 
open to the public in summer and here you may enjoy 
the wonderful wood carvings and balustrades that are 
well worth going far to see. 
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A little further along on the left is the former First 
Church (Unitarian). Here hangs the cannon-ball sh3t 
through its spire when it was tired upon by the British 
ship "Falcon." Just a step beyond is the Sawyer Free 
Library where you will find the best in books, mag-
azines, newspapers, and a wealth of reference material. 
Here, too, you may view famous Gloucester mural 
paintings by the late Frederick L. Stoddard. For over 
110 years this library has given free service to all. It 
is open daily from 9 A.M. to 8 P.M. except Sundays 
and holidays. Summer guests are welcome to borrow 
material from its collection. Opposite is the Young 
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Men's Christian Association, site of the original whip-
ping post. Rest rooms ar.d other facilities are open to 
visitors. 
Through Dale Avenue, leading off to the left, you 
can catch a glimpse of City Hall, Central Grammar 
School and Gloucester's new Post Office. Continuing 
aloni Middle Street, and turning left onto Pleasant 
Street, you come to the home of the Cape Ann Scien-
tific, Literary and Historical Association. Continue up 
Pleasant Street, pas!'ing the Spanish War Veterans' 
Memorial on the left. Here you are near St. Ann's 
Catholic and the Prospect Street Methodist Churche~. 
Further along Prospect Street you pac;s the State Ar-
mory on your right ar.d ahead of you on your left is the 
Carillon Church of Our Lady of Good Voyage. The 
congregation is of Portuguese descent, for the most 
part fishing folk from the Azores. The original church 
was erected in 1893, and was destroyed by fire in 1914 
The present church is in the style of the Azores. It 
contains the first Carillon installed in this country back 
in 1922. 
You can continue along Prospect and into Main 
Street. Your left turn will take you back to Ea~t 
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general information headquarters. This organization 
is at vour service to help make your visit here a pleas-
ant one. Along Main Steet, back towards the Western 
A venue Esplanade, you will pass Angle Street where 
the Cape Ann Community League has its home and 
will be glad to extend the hand of hospitality to lhe 
visitor. 
Continue now along the Western Avenue Esplanade 
across Blynman Bridge and take the road bearing 
right to West Gloucester. Crossing the caus<'way, you 
will pass on your right the plant of the Russia Cement 
Company, makers of LePage's Glue, and ahead of you 
on your left is the historic Freeman House, roads that 
lead to real wilderness trails, and the scenic overlook!'~ 
of Mts. Ann, Hardy, and Lawrence, sylvan retreats 
which hide picturesque ponds that are part of Cape 
Ann's water supply and charmed picnic spots. 
Your route now leads you past restful summer homes 
on the river's edge and finally, at Concord Street. you 
can motor to Atlantic Street. This leads you past the 
DePew Profile and to Wingaersheek and Coffin's 
Beaches. Of these we have already told you much, bul 
there is much more to be said. At Coffin's, where you 
find a city reservation for public use, you will P"r-
chance tarry awhile, cook an outdoor luncheon on one 
of the prepared fireplaces, and rest your eyes on its 
great sand stretches. You will see the broad expanse 
of the river and bay stretching over to the Annisquam 
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and Rockport shores, sails and sea birds, all parts of 
the glorious scenery here on the sand dunes that cover 
this historic old Coffin Farr 1. 
After you retur~ to the malll roa? again, turning 
right and continmng ahead, you Will first come to 
Essex where are built many of the sturdy "fishermen" 
that sail from the port of Gloucester. From. here the 
main highway will carry you on through Ipswich, Row-
lev to Newburyport, where branch r~ads to almost any 
section of New England you may WISh to travel. 
You will be reluctant to turn yo_ur eyes away_ from 
Cape Ann if you have followed this route as la1d out 
for you. There are many things that we cannot tell 
you within the limit of this Hi nerary and. eve_~ minute 
of your stay will amply repay you for th1s VISit to Old 
Cape Ann, the Garden Spot of the Atlantic. 
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see the place where, during the War of 1812, the tower 
'"'as hit by shot fired from a Br1tish cannon. In the 
Town Hall yard you may see this cannon. Next you 
will pa8s fine beaches and come to the Granite Quar-
ries. From Rockport quarries has come stone for the 
world's largest buildings and it will interest you to 
gaze down into the deep pits of the quarry or wander 
about this region where 11 miles of railroad track ha,·e 
carried out tons of fine Cape Ann stone. You will pass, 
further on your left, a road which leads to Pigeon 
Hill's top. Here, on historic ground, you will have one 
of the finest views in the State east of the Blue Hills 
with the Maine and New Hamp::,hire shore line clearly 
visible. · 
Next, on the main highway, you will come to the ~ilent policeman. A sign here points you to the "House 
uf Paper" which is open for a paid admission and at 
the point where you turn, you will see the ancient 
wooden house known as "The Castle." When you re-
turn from the Paper House to the main highway you 
will see just beyond you the Cape Ann Tool Company 
where a part of Lindbergh's famous plane, "The Spirit 
of St. Louis," was made. A turn to the right at the top 
of the hill carries you past Emerson Point where a fine 
wooded road and a shore view await you. Follow 
around to the main highway again and then continue 
toward Halibut Point. Here you can stop to inspect 
quarry pits or turn to the right off Phillips Avenue 
where you will find a pretty, pine picnic grove. 
ANNISQUAM 
Your journey now along the highway leads you past 
Folly Cove and a view of Newburyport. Soon you are 
on Ipswich Bay, which joins the Annisquam River on 
the great waterway that surrounds the Cape. Then 
comes Lanesville where lives a large Finnish and 
Swedish population. Back from the main higaway, in 
many hidden spots are fine summer homes. At Bay 
View you will see on your right the plant of the Con-
so!idated Lobster Company, the largest lobster distrib· 
utmg company in the world. Visitors are welcome. In 
Bay View, too, you may see the old Ben Butler place 
and residences of many people of note. 
When you approach Annisquam you will find a his-
toric old church at the crossroads. Here you can turn 
right to the village itself. Quaint beauty, rustic over-
looks, beautiful summer homes, views of rock and sa~d 
dunes. await you in this historic spot. At the library I.n 
the VJl!age hall, you will find much written on th1~ c~arm.~d .~pot; but we will briefly refer you to "Squ~m 
L1ght, Squam Rock," picturesque beaches which 
overlook the Annisquam River and Ipswich Bay and 
the Annisquam Yacht Club. 
And you will find historic old homes. The Hyatt 
House, now known as "Seven Acres," was built in 1664 
by Francis Norwood. Here back in the days of the 
Revolut.ion, one of his desce~dants kept a fleet of ves-
sels wh1ch were tied up to the wharf until they rotted. 
Here .~laves were kept and here still is an old slav~. bell. 
At V11lage Hall, near the end of "Squam Bridge, you 
will find the library, post office and center of rnmmu· 
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nity life. The first schoolhouse at Annisquam is now 
known as "Bunny Cottage." This was built about 1800. 
What is now a summer boarding house and gift shop 
at the corner of Leonard and River Streets used to be 
the "Old Tavern." built \\'ay back in 1700. During the 
War of 1812 this was used as barracks for soldierR. 
"Old Castle"' on Leonard Street, just before reaching 
Castle Square, was built about 1720. At the entrance 
to Nashua Avenue on the left at the head of the Cove 
is the old Ricker House, built in 1730, once the home of 
several ministers, among them being "Father Leon-
ard," beloved pastor of the village in 1804, who 
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changed the parish from Orthodox to Universal be-
cause his people loved him enough to follow where-
C\'cr he led. 
The Village Church, located at the head of Lob~!er 
Cove, was originally built in 1728. ~e prese~t edifice 
was built in 1830. Across the Anmsquam R1ver you 
will gaze with wonder at the great sand dunes of Cof-
lln's and Wingaersheek Beaches. Here lies covered the 
old Coffin Farm where many slaves were once em-
ployed and where Major Coffin called out his men to 
repel the enemy invader, intent on stealing his sheep. 
Hard it is to realize that under these great sand dun~s, 
apple trees lie buried and on the banks of the Anms-
quam relics of the old Indian days are still being 
brought to light. 
Leaving Annisquam, you cross the bridge which 
brings you past the old tide mill on the road to River-
dale. On your left you will see Goose Cove and farth~r 
over part of the bony ridge of Dogto,.,.'Tl Common. If 
you wish to see one of Cape Ann's most ancient houses. 
turn ri!-!ht just a little beyond, down Vine Street to the 
Riggs House, built in 1660. 
You are now in Riverdale, where once stood the ~ld 
grist mill. On the left are the nurseries of Corhs~ 
Bros., Inc., one of New England's largest perennial 
producers. From here you can turn into old Dogtown 
DOGTOWN 
COMMON 
Common (or a point farther on which we. will .short).'' . 
describe). On the river banks from R1vers1de aJ e 
Wheeler's and Thurston's Points and to get to. them. 
bear right across Riverdale BriJ~e. Here you will fi~d 
the ancient Wheeler House which felt the lead of t ~ 
Falcon's cannon-ball when it was fired upon. restfu 
spots along the river's edge where many people ma~e 
their summer homes, spots where a~cient fishermen: 
houses once ~tood, islands on the Anmsouam wher\v~f 
Indians made their winter quarters. Then cofes th 
Rill and Riverview, a little further along rom e 
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main road and attractive ~pots they are for the summer 
resident and the visitor who will find something to in-
terest him along every inch of the ~nnisquam's han~s. 
Back on Washington Street (the mam roadway) agam, 
vou will pass the Yete_rans' ~ousing dev~lopment on 
vour left and the Add1son G1lbert Hosp1tal on your 
right. A short distance beyond is the roadway through 
'vhich many visitors approach Do~w~. Turn .to the 
left at the old drinking trough which 1s opposite the 
old Town Green. Volumes have been written about old 
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Dogtown, called by Roger Babson "Glouceste~'s De-
serted Village." Here ancient cellar holes remmd the 
visitor of the race of men who have gone before. Here 
once stood a thriving village, but time and war took its 
toll more than a century ago to make Dogtown what it 
is today. Here, in the course of time. Glouc~stermen 
left their families to go to the wars from whtch many 
never returned. Dogs were left to guard tho~e w~o 
remained behind and so Dogtown probably der1ved 1ts 
name; but old Dogtown can furnish you with stories of 
witchcraft, stories of a gradually decaying village, and 
a changing population, stories even back of that to the 
day when the Indians whet their battle axes on a spot 
which can be pointed out to you today. Geologists have 
studied Dogtown and placed its history on college files; 
for here is the end of the terminal moraine and great. 
boulders stand there today as mute testimony of the 
time the great Glacier approached this spot and then 
started to recede, leaving these great rocks in tumbled 
confusion. "The Whale's Jaw" and other great rock 
formations are yours to see here and distant views of 
sea and land as well. 
Coming back to Washington Street again. you will 
find the old Town Green at the intersection of the road 
which was the site of the first meeting house. the center 
of the town life, a spot where much of Gloucester's his-
tory was made. Nearby is the old Ellerv House. built 
in 1704, once a tavern, and the old Babso·n House, built 
in 17 40. Here begins Route 128 the new double-lane 
highway which passes high over the Annisquam River 
and when completed will connect Gloucester with Route 
9, thence on to New York and points beyond. 
UNIVERSALIST 
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Your journey through Wa~hington Street carries 
vou through a residential ~cction and over the railroad 
tracks of the Boston & Maine Railroad to Legion 
S'luare and Joan of Arc Monument, the work of Anne 
Vaughn Hyatt Iluntinpton. The Legion building itRelf, 
now remodeled, was erected as the Town Hall in 1884. 
Historic Middle Stre~t. which you approach by bear-
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stop for a while! Wander down onto some of the 
wharves and see for yourself why 1t is that artists have 
used this as a background for :.cenes that will be found 
in galleries the world OYer. \. ou will wonder at the 
varied and uU!>Y actiVIty-trim and sturdy "Glo'ster-
fishermen" unloading their catches at some of the 
wharves; others fitting out for another trip, the crew 
cutting bait, overhauling nets and gear and busy with 
a hundred and one dutie8 that are a part only of the 
waterfront of a seaport town. You will see nets, tarred 
and hung up on large racks to dry - miles of them; 
ships hauled out on the railways for repairs or re-
grooming. Here and there you will see an artist busy 
with paint and brush transferring to canvas some 
scene in which he find~ unusual interest. It may be 
that of a schooner coming in deeply laden from the 
"Banks" to tie up at some one of the wharves or of 
another slipping quietly away to head for the open sea. 
Varied and colorful scenes indeed that just seem to 
conjure up all of the romance and traditions that have 
surrounded this old seaport town since its early begin-
nings back in 1623! 
If you are interested, you will enjoy a visit to some 
one of the fish canning, lish packing and filleting plants 
that are located along the waterfront. Visitors arc 
welcome! You will pass the home of the Frank E. 
Davis Fi.sh Company, largest direct mail order fishing 
concern m the world . The Gorton Pew Fisheries Com-
p~ny, ~td., farther alo.n~ on Main Street, provides spe-
cial gu1des to show YISitorR through their curing and 
packing plant and they will invite you to sample prod-
ucts prepared in their ~pE'cial kitchens. 
c;LnUCF.STER 
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Soon after you turn right onto Main Street and past 
the former home of Howard Blackburn whose ex-
periences at sea are a testimonial to the hardihood and 
bravery of Gloucester fishermen, you will come to the 
entrance road of Gloucester's new Fi:>h Pier. Contin-
uing along Main Street over the hill toward East 
Gloucester, you will pass more l18h packing plants on 
your way. Continue through Ea:>t Gloucester Square 
and a few steps will carry you to the home of the North 
Shore Arts Association where daily exhibits of paint-
ings are held during the summer with someone always 
in attendance to welcome the visitor. 
Rocky Neck is ahead of you. Less than a century ago 
this picturesque spot was an hiland that could be 
reached only by stepping stones but now is approached 
by a causeway which leads from East Main Street on 
the right. Rocky Neck Avenue carries you into the 
realm of the artist, the School of the Little Theatre, a 
homelike hotel or two, a marine railway and a superb 
Harbor view. It ha..q been said that 5000 artists visit 
Cape Ann every year and that fully 500 make their 
summer homes here. Certain it is that many of them 
will be found in the picturesque little studios and the 
art schools at Rocky Neck. Here, every week, the lover 
of good drama will visit the dramatic productions, 
staged in a picturesque theatre which rests on its rocky 
shore. 
Return through Rocky Neck Avenue and turn right 
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again onto East Main Street. Now you are passing 
homelike hotels with piazzas overlooking a scene which 
urges you to forget your onward journey and tarry 
awhile. Certain it is that here have stopped great writ-
ers, great artists, great statesmen, and discriminate 
travelers. You are soon passing the Eastern Point 
Yacht Club which promises to rank among the yacht 
cluus of the North Atlantic. If the day is fair you will 
see the flutter of sail and an expanse of blue that few 
artists can do justice to, as you pass t hrough the Gate 
Lodge and across Niles Beach. 
Your journey will now carry you past beautiful 
homes and expanses of green. You probably will ue 
slopped by a policeman at the further end of this jour-
nev towards the tip of Eastern Point. Purk your car 
he~e and walk beyond. You will be rewarded by an 
opportunity to see the stone face of "Mother Ann," the 
massive Dog Bar Breakwater and Eastern Point Light 
which for a century has guided the mariner back to 
Gloucestertown. As you walk out on this great break-
·water and gaze shoreward you will probably see gro-
tesque Monk fish nosing their way along its rocky sides, 
bobbing lobster floats, ships rounding the breakwater 
and a great expam:;e of open sea where sea gulls join 
the cry of a buoy which is moaning off the coast. 
Retracing your steps, you will make a sharp turn at 
the entrance to "Blighty." This road leads you around 
Niles Pond, a remarkable fresh water pond nestling in 
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the arms of the sea, and finally your journey brings you 
past Brace's Cove and to the famed Bass Rocks shore. 
lf, perchance you strike ~his spot of i~describable 
beauty after a storm, you Wlll see great wh1te washing 
waves breaking over rocks that have spelled the doom 
of many ships. Ahead of you is the first glimpse of the 
Twin Lights nf Thatcher's Island. Deautiful garden::;, 
~!'latE's, sailing ships, rugged cliffs, touches of green, 
and a broad expanse of blue reward you for this jour-
n!'y along the Bass Rocks Rhore. The Bass Rocks Golf 
Club, several ftne hotels, and Good Harbor Beach be-
yond are just a few of the attractions that bring thou-
sands from north, east, south and west to this point 
yearly. 
This journey through Bass Rocks carries you along 
Atlantic Road. Side roads to the right lead you to Good 
Harbor Beach. From this beautiful stretch of sands 
you see Brier Neck :~'lead of you, another glimpse of 
Thatcher's and old Salt Island, famed as a setting for 
several WP.ll-known moving pictures of the sea. 
After you leave Good Harbor Beach, turn back and 
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along Thatcher Road. Brier Neck you will find at the 
other end of Good llarbor Beach and here are comfort-
able surr.'mer homes and hotels. Then comes Long 
Beach with a great stretch of sand, a casino, summer 
cottages and a superb dew which shows you Milk, Salt 
and Thatcher Islands near at hand. Great wrecks and 
rescues of the sea have been recorded here in the annals 
THATCHER·s 
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of those who have gone down to the sea in ships. These 
famed lights of Thatcher's have ceased to function but 
once in more than two centuries of service and that 
was when a party of minute men marched out lo the 
Island and arre~ted the keeper for patriotic reasons. 
An island of 80 acres is this and it houses a U. S 
~aval Radio Compass Station where operatol's stand 
duty night and day to furnish directions to ships lost 
in the fogs of the Atlantic. Centuries before the 
thought of lighthouses and compass stations, the H.ev-
crend Thatcher and his crew lost their lives on the 
treacherous rocks. From this disaster the island got 
its name. Milk Island, held as a bird sanctuary, light-
buoys, and hidden reefs meet the constant onslaught of 
the Atlantic waves and present a marine view that 
once seen is never forgotten. 
Continue along Thatcher Road past Turk's Head to 
Marmion Way, which leads ofi from the right. Directly 
across, you will see the home of the Rockport Golf 
Club, a splendid nine-hole well-laid-out course. Motor 
down Marmion Way to Gap Head where you will get a 
close view of Thatcher's, p.qst Straib<mouth Light, the 
Straitsmouth Life Saving Station and on around this 
curving road which leads you to the main Rockport 
road again. 
Many things there are to see in Rockport and many 
roads lead to them. Straight off the l\lain Stn?ct is 
Bearskin Neck, named from the time an early settler 
hung a bearflkin to dry on its rocks. Here you will find 
another center of Cape Ann art - picturesque artists' 
studios that once were used by fish~rmen to store their 
nets and gear. You can walk out mto the very ocean 
itself, past lobster houses where you will see the loh-
nf::ARSKIN NECK 
sters being unloaded from weather-beaten boats. En-
ticing tea house.c:;, antique shops, nets out to dry on th<' 
rocks, and a wonderful view of the Rockport and 
Pigeon Cove shore will be seen from the end of the 
~eck. Sandy Bay Breakwater, which, if ever com-
pleted would make this the second largest harbor of 
the w~rld, meets your view. Pigeon Hill and Rockport 
Granite is seen to the left. 
Now you turn back and through Rockport streets. 
on the left you will pa:>s the historic "Old Sloop" - the 
first Congregational church - and high above you will 
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· ~AD sc~c, ti'IERARY.ARD It1sititle.Ai.'isSocbYibtr\,. 
25 and 27 Pleasant. Street, Gloucester .· 
Founded in 187.3. Occupies a typical Federal ~1: ·(*>:aid ~· ·.· 
museum. $~o~ls1 ear]¥ :domestic implements, paintfnP'4~'·<f~al i'lll"''li-
ture1 sU-jf >China, glass and textiles. Large collect!Pris ot ·~ets and 
shells. 
4eek-day$ 11 ·to 4. Admission 2$ cents. 
Hesperus A~nue Gloucester : ,:··>.J'·' · 
. ·. ·5. ~ Museum, a castle containing . the .oollectiqrt·(,rc-~}~~~: ·:·t 
H amnond, Jr. which captures the spirit of medieval ·t~ ·iit·lt.D-opJ. ~f 
of sculpture, :fUrniture, painting and other arts as well as ar'Cb:itec~ai: ····· 
portions taken from dwell~s and churches abroad. Romantic Art, Gothic · 
an4 R~is$ance. · " '··-' --· 
Week-days - Guided Totirs at 10, 11, and 12 a.m. Admisai0r1~' .• :¥o. .. 
90 een'ts. 
If liM ltlUUI ~ 
JAMES BABSON COOPERAGE SHOP, 1658 ~ 
-·~-~-;1 ; -· Route 127, MidrlCIY between Ploucester ·an_d ltc)ckport 
. H~lie~ the q]4est building, not hou$e, ,on. ~>Ann. ··~ ... ~"': .. ... 
by ~~~'?14;L:\)Eion, first male Jitelltl)er. ot'tam±1J?tn ~ea,.~·to)t:~]jpel.a ·, . 
itt, tibt~ to ship dried fish to Englam!10- Vttrt ~lt ~~·~s'jtil turni.• 
t~e· .. Small, one-story stone buil.dinl OJl bank~ north ~~ 0:: ' . . ·~:} ... . 
Open Saturdays, ltJO to 5t.30 p.m. Free. · · ·· ,~· · · 
THE HAMMOND M USEU M 
He ·perus Avenue 
G LOU CESTER 
M.t -achu~t~ 
Open July I to Sept. I 
Cloocu Sunday• and Hohdiys 
Hourly Tour~ at 10, 11 and ll noon 
,\J)\11"'-"'10~ ::.75 plu~ Ta:-. 9Ct 
:i8() 
THE HAMMOND MUSEUM 
Surrounded by tall pine trees the Ham-
mond Museum stands like a grey stone castle 
rugh above the rocky shore. The building 
itself captures the spmt of medieval times in 
Europe tn order to serve as a setting for the 
objects of art, most of which are of the 
Middle Ages. These works are of great 
variety; there are examples of sculpture, 
paintmg and the minor arts as well as ardu· 
tectural portions taken from dwellings and 
churches abroad. 
In a courtyard arc exhibited such objects 
of large scale as Gothic house facades, a portal 
of a chateau, an archway from a church. All 
are decorated w1th elaborate reliefs. some 
carved in wood, othert' in stone. In contrast 
to the neutrals of these works are the deep 
greens and warm colors of flowering plants 
wruch grow around the quiet pool. 
The Great Hall 1s proportioned like the tran-
sept of a church; the scale, the ardutectural 
detail and the brilhance of stained glass g1ve 
it the beauty of a Gothic interior. The ob-
Jects are examples, largely, of sculpture and 
furniture, carved to give a n ch variety of 
light and shadow. In this secluded Hall thr 
appeal of the visual arts is augmented by the 
color of music; the sound of voices singing the 
early hymns and Gregorian chants brings the 
past into the present. 
18{) 
THE GREAT HALL 
JOHN HAYS HAMMOND, JUNIOR 
The Hammond Museum compnses the col 
lection of Mr. John Hays Hammond, Jumor. 
Although an inventor by profess1on, Mr 
Hammond has been keenly interested in the 
arts smce early childhood when the taste walt 
developed by travel abroad. For some umt: 
he hved in one of the oldest manor houses in 
Kent, and he spent many years in [ngland. 
Scotland and France. He returned to rhe 
Unned States in order to prepare for collegr 
and graduated from Yale in 1910. Since that 
time he has made frequent trips to Europe, 
traveling in his own ship to out of the wa}' 
places where objects of art are sti ll to he 
found. Recently he spent several years work· 
ing for the Italian government in Rome and 
there was able to collect many of the finest 
pieces in the Museum. 
In the Museum Mr. Hammond planncu 
the juxtaposition of various periods and styles 
in order to simulate Europe as It IS toda}' 
Due to the early Roman Conquests, one na· 
turally finds Romanic art, the Gothic and the Rcnai~sancc all in the same locality, and 
~metimes even constituting the vanous part~ 
of the same structure. It is undoubtedly th1s 
~ntermixing of the arts which gives Europe 
Its great beauty, and the idea of the present Mu~um is to carry one's imagination to 
European ~ccnes 
1.8{) 
• • 
• • 
l>I'ORMAN' S WOE 
Throughout the years Norman's Woe, in spite of its 
beauty, has typefied tragedy of the sea. Back-in the days 
.of 1682, a Richard Horman sailed out of Manchester and never 
I returned. Historians tell us other Normans have entered 
into the early history of this intriguing stretch of waters 
i[ to possibly lend their name. A British cruiser bent on a 
journey of destruction in the year 1814 drove a panic stricken 
, fishing schooner on the rocky edge of ~Tarman 1 s Woe. Although 
men from Gloucester hastened to assit, it proved to be a 
' useless endeavor. 
The most famous attention was given by Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow in 1839 when he wrote the poem "The Wreck of the 
,Hesperus." His literary contribution has helped to imprint 
in the memory of the, reading world the name of this speck of 
!: solid rook called :Norman 1 s Woe. 
I 
Today its wave washed reef is the picturesque home of 
sea gulls. 
Pringle, James R. History of the Town and i~~K of 
Gloucester. Gloucester: Published~y-rhe-xufhor, .-p. 289. 
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RAFE' S CHASI( 
Centuries ago, Father neptune sought a spot to quarry 
the shore-line. He found it on the IL:agnolia shore where the 
Flume and Rafe's Chasm now stand. Once these great fissures 
were filled in with rock softer than granite. Bands of coarse 
crystal traversed the rock running into sharp straight lines to 
1 the sea. These wedges have been gnawed by the sea until the 
strange filling has been loosened and has slipped into the sea. 
Two hundred feet into solid rock is the great Chasm. There is 
a sheer drop of siA~Y feet to the roaring sea below. 
Many stories relate to this charmed spot and some of 
· them are tragic. Like many other spots in Gloucester the 
, reason for its name is only a matter of conjecture. Legend 
has it that a man named Ralph is the origin of the name Rafe. 
From the massive cliffs in the background, the visitor 
has a wonderfnl view of the sea, the breakwater at East 
Gloucester, and cr~1:e .Ann's harbor. All the wh:'1e the waves 
roa~ an unending song of the restless sea. 
Babson, Roger w. Cape Ann Tourist' Guide. Wellesley 
Hills: Business Statistics Organization, Incorporat~d, 1945. 
p. 79. 
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STAGE FORT PA..lfle 
No spot in all Cape Ann is more popular than Stage 
. Fort Park and perhaps no spot has felt the imprint of more 
··• footprints than this :famed park. 
Here in 1623 the Rev. John White and his band of 
:fishermen landed to build their fishing stages, which was 
to be the :foundation of American fisheries. This park 
. heard the lively strains of "Yankee Doodle" as the men 
:i prepared for their part in the Revolutionary War. It was 
at this time that a fort made its appearance to give "Stage 
Fort" a name. 
Then a century later, to the call of the bugle, the 
,blue coated soldiers of the northern army marched under the 
;j 
ltowering rocks of Stage Fort. From this spot went the boys 
:of '65 to give their all for the union and free the slave. 
' 
It was in 1898 that Stage Fort became a public park. 
The thousands who enjoyed it have reason to thank the Fou.rth 
of Ju.ly Committee who brought it about. 
On warmt carefree, Sundays during the su.mmer thousands 
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of visitors enjoy the beauty and restfulness of the park. With I 
its two bathing beaches, shaded nooks and its historic fort, 
.: many hours of enjoyment are afforded to the visitor. 
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TEN POIDJD ISLAND 
In colonial times this island of three acres in 
! Gloucester Harbor was used as a grazing place for sheep. 
; The island received its name from the amount of money that 
was paid for it to an Indian. 
First in the march of progress came the light which 
has sent its cheerful glow from the islands shore for many 
· stormy winters. Then came the Fish Hatchery in 1896, and 
~ i 
:started their great work in helping to insure the world's 
.; 
food supply. From the hatchery have gone finny messengers 
: into the farthest seas of the world. Truly this is a 
wonder story for from the time the finny water folk are 
sent out into the Atlantic, 692,000 of them to a quart, 
:I l to the time they reach the size told of in the big fish 
,, stories of 240 pound cod. 
•l 
Its light by night, its cheery glow by day, and its 
, moaning horn in fog guides the voyager, in safety, in and 
out of Gloucester's harbor. It is ever a watchful guardian 
of Gloucester's fisher folk. 
! .Ambler, Edward V • .Know Cape ~· Gloucester: 
''North Shore Press, Inc., ~. p. 22. 
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MOTHER AlTN 
Near Eastern Point Lighthouse is Mother .Ann, a perfect 
contour of the face of a woman in the bounders. Mother Ann 
has stood for centuries on the tip of Eastern Point welcoming 
back her fishermen sons from the stormy sea. Such stirring 
tales she would tell if stone could speak. 
Perhaps she could tell us the truth about the great 
sea serpent that was said to have coiled itself on the rocks 
at her feet over 300 years ago., She has gazed at the wreck-
age of many ships which have come ashore at her feet since 
the days of the Norsemen. She could also tell of her first 
bewilderment several centuries ago when a beacon light first 
cast its rays over her rocky bed. 
The early beacon flares were replaced by a lighthouse 
:i 
I jl 
li 
1/ 
i 
in 1831, and with it came more security for mariners who ij 
wished to shelter behind the arms of Mother Ann. :1 
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DOG BAR BRE.AKWATER 
It was after the gale of 1898 that the great breakwater 
,_.made its appearance at the end of Eastern Point. This great 
structure was constructed by the Federal Government of granite 
from Rockport quarries. Great was the opposition when this 
breakwater project was introduced. However since 1910 its 
:great granite blocks, one-fourth of a mile long have offered 
'!comforting presence to the ships which have come to anchor in 
' :1 
!iGloucester•s harbor. This great granite wall has lessened 
1 the power of the beating, relentless sea along the shore 
line of the inner harbor as well. 
At the breakwater, rugged beauty awaits the visitor 
as he walks out along great stone slabs, listening to the 
:moaning, bobbing buoys, hearing the squawking of seabirds, 
::and feeling the spell of J:Te:ptune. 
Ambler, Edward v. Know Cape Ann. Gloucester: 
'north Shore Press, .Inc., !9W7. P• 3~ 
.O.N lt.O.RLY VIEW OF ROCKY NE:CK 
ARTIST COLONY 
EAST GLOUCESTER, MASS. 
SHOPS • RESTAURANTS • ARTISTS STUDIOS 
rl~ttta &Jue s~ 
Specializes in hand wrought jewelry, costume jewelry, im-
portations and gifts. 
~~·4 ~tJat Se~Wtee 
Here visitors to Rocky Neck may hire sail boats for trips a-
round Gloucester Harbor. Power boats are also available for 
deep sea fishing. The floats where the boats tie up are a land-
mn~k in Smith Cove and subjects for many paintings by the 
artists. 
Galle~y ~:~howi~g her enamels, Kubinyi mobiles, paintings by 
pr~I!unent artists and art classes for children. Coffee shop ad-
JOmmg. 
e~ St««u, - 7k s~ s~ 
Interior Decorators. Features choice American and Scan-
dinavian Arts and Crafts. 
~P~S~ 
Studio shop featuring the pottery of Clement and Fern Giorgi. 
Outdoor classes. Free potters wheel demonstrations daily. 
IJ'm«ut:u s~ ~ P~ 
Outdoor clas eR, weekly painting demonstration and gallery 
open to the public by Emile Gruppe. 
~s~~~7~ 
No\\ in its 28th season the school gives young men and women 
comprehensive experience by actual production of plays in its 
theatre for the public every Friday and Saturday. 
La Pettee~ 
One of the larger .shops on ~~cky ~eck. Interesting decor and 
complete line of g1fts. Spec1ahzes m china, glass and imports. 
For many years visitors have enjoyed shore dinners on this 
old fish wharf on the "Neck." Splendid view of the water. Open 
for lunch and dinner. Lobster and steaks a specialty. 
;e~~~ ~otd 
In its 50th season. Largest hotel on Rocky Neck, beautifully 
located overlooking the harbor. Has been host to many famous 
artists. 
ie~?Ud~ 
Its large gallery features the paintings of Mary and Alden 
Bryan. The shop in connection specializes in antiques, arts 
and crafts, enamels. 
;e~ ?Ud ~ iealtw4if4 
Here for nearly a century the fishing schooners and yachts 
of Gloucester have been hauled out for paint and repairs. 
ie~?UdS~ 
In the heart of the artist colony on Rocky Neck, the.~e studios 
for artists and others are located on the old fish wharves, 
many of them overlooking the harbor. 
Gift cards, china, figurines and antiques. 
This restaurant takes its name from the building which was 
once the gtudio and art school of the late Henry Breckenridge. 
You may dine in the painter's studio or outside overlooking 
the ha1·bor. Cocktail Bar. 
2<0 
Rocky Neck, the thriving artist colony nnd resort, wuR first visited by white 
men when Champlain, the French explorer, landed on its shore to caulk his 
boat in 1606. He named the harbor "LeBeau Port." It was on Rocky Neck that 
he und his party were surprised by snva~cs while wa!lhing their linen. He de-
IICribes the harbor as being surrounded by wi)Cwams. "We perceived a canoe,·• 
he says, "containing five or six l'avages who came near our bark and then went 
away to dance upon the shore. 1 went ashore to ~ee them and gave to each a 
knife and some biscuit which caused them to dance again better than before.'' 
It wa~ in 1722 that fishing was establi!<hed 8!< a permanent industry and the 
famous fleet of schooners was begun. In 16!13 the Heet had consisted of six 
sloop , one boat and one shallop but by 1~82 the port had nearly five hundred 
ve . el!l under sail and Gloucester was the largest fbhing port of the land. It 
wa~ durin~ this time that fishin~ was such a hazardous venture, 281 vessels 
and 1!!5~ men being lost at sen in a period of about 40 years. 
In the Wur of 1812 the vessel "Ann and Mary" was scuttled inside Rock-y Neck 
to pre. erve her from the English. 
It wus because of the fascination which artists found in these craft and the 
picturesque harbor that an artist colony was founded at Rocky Neck. Any list 
of the painters who came here in the pallt is re~plendent with the names of the 
great artists whose works fill the museums of Amel'ica. We know that Winslow 
Homer painted here as did John Singer· Sar·gcnt whose father was born in 
Gloucester. Childe Hassam, Twnchtman, Char·les P. Gruppc, Paul Connoyer, 
Frederick Mulhaupt, J. Valenkamp, Walter Palmer, DeCamp, Louis Bernecker, 
Henry Breckenridge, Frank Duveneck and Joseph Pennell are only a partial 
li~t of the painters whose visits have made the art history of Rocky ~eck long 
and interesting. 
Here on Rocky Neck the schooner ''Yankee" which circumnavigates the globe 
with ita amateur crew of young men and women has its berth when in its home 
port of Gloucester. 
Toda), a~ in Lhe past. there arc man) artist~ \\ ho come to 
Rocky ~eek for a o;ummer of work liUCh a., 'lar) Bryan. 
lr>geborg Chrisleru en, Harry De 'laiM, Eli7abeth de Vicq, 
Ita) mond H. Frn er, Gordon Grant, Emile Gruppe, 1\alman 
1\ ubinyi and Alden Bonn. Rcore~ more including many art 
s tudents take studios here for 1.horter JH•riods to "ork and 
study. 
2(0 
ROCKY :NECK 
Less than a century ago this picturesque spot was an 
,island that could be reached only by dory at high tide and by 
stepping stones at low tide. Today it is a thriving summer 
art colony and artists have captured its quaint beauty on can-
nvasas that have traveled far and wide. 
Bobbing floats, weather beaten wharves, gaily colored 
d 
:1 studios, a1·t schools, fascine.ting shops, and comfortable 
; 
1! hotels offer much to please the traveler who visits this spot. 
Stirring events of the past occured here at Rocky :neck. 
For it was here that Knowlton and his crew of disguised seamen 
'brought back the recaptured E. A. Horton with a Canadian 
revenue cutter fairly on his stern end. This happened after 
'his unlucky attempt at fishing at the Bay of Chaleur. y 
' Pringle, James R. History of the Town and f~~~ of 
;i Gloucester. Gloucester: Publishedoy""""fhe-:Ati'rhor, • -
1:p. 230. 
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THE ~H!I ~U.AI.: RIVER 
Early in 1638, the matter of the "cutn, which opens the 
Annisquam River to the sea, was considered a matter of such 
!I importance that the Colonial government sent a commission of 
three men to study the situation. It was the Rev. Richard 
~ ; 
i! Blynman who finally brought 
:I 
:I 
about a free passage to the sea 
'! and a bridge over it. 
r: 
That was only a small beginning o~ its 
!i varied history. Twice this cut filled with gravel following 
;i 
'I 
d severe 
:I 
storms, and several times it was abandoned back in the 
H 
:: early 1700's. 
It changed hands several times, and owners gave 
disgust, because the collection o~ tolls would not pay for its 
' :i keep. Even under town ownership it seemed a hopeless burden. 
II ;! 
In the course of history, state and federal government stepped 
in to help finance it. The little neck of water proved too 
important to stay closed forever, and so in time it was opened 
up. Today it has proved its value to the small fishing craft 
that chug their way along the Annisquam banks to Ipswich Bay. 
Along the river's banks nestle many charming spots 
that have endeared themselves to summer residents. These in-
I 
II 
II elude Wheeler's Point, Thurston's Point, Wolf Hill, Riverview, :l 
Riverdale and finally Annisquam where the river meets the 
waters of Ipswich Bay. 
;I I, 
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J Uot the loo.st of historic things is the 'Squam Light 
;!i tsel:f for since 1801 has the beacon burned at the spot where 
!I 
!ithe river joines the sea. 
At Wolf Hill, the great modern arch of concrete and 
,I 
;l 
ijsteel spans the ever moving river to the West Gloucester side. 
:; 
:1Thi s bridge was named for one of Gloucester's famous soldiers, 
:I 
ilcol. A. Piatt Andrew, and is the Gloucester link with the 
'I 
'I jjstate highway, Route 128. 
:i ' 
\i Cruising along the river, there is the spot where a 
!; 
:!canadian cruiser has long been swallowed up within its sands. 
d 
:jThe river passed the old tide mill at Riverdale. In the dis-
J 
itance the sand dunes of Coffin's Beach loom like white senti-
! 
ilnels guarding secrets o:f the past hurried deep within their 
:I 
11ever changing hills. II 
;I Ancient and modern homes dot the banks o:f the river. 
II 
liThe old Wheeler house stands in di :rect contrast to the modern 
II !!yacht club. The old house bares the patch where an English 
H !lman-of-war shot its ball through the staunchly built walls. 
" tl 
ljrv.:.any river craft ripple their way along as well as the 
~~ather beaten fishing vessels. 
II !I Other signs of life are seen such as an occasional seal 
!; 
:!will show up at times. Always there are the gulls and sea 
,birds that honk and· squawk and quite o:ften swoop down to ride 
.I 
.i ,, 
Hthe waves behind the moving craft. 
II ;! 
:i 
:1-----
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q Ambler, Edward v. Know Cape Ann. Gloucester: 
-=co~'--~0.-=-- ~-~~~r,~h S~ore~ P~!~e~~--! Inc. 19'3'7." pp. 51-b2. 
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RAVEHS\100D PARK 
Three hnndred acres of forest shady walks, tiny brooks, 
In the year 
!I gave Gloucester this great forest paradise. 
•; 
The old Salem Turnpike over which Governor Roger Conant 
and his followers went to join the colony at Salem in 1626 
'· 
'i runs through the park. 
For many years Mason Walton, the "Hermit", made his 
home in the forest. It was here that he wrote his book, A 
'Hermit's Tiild Friends. The forest folk sought his friendship 
, undistuTbed by the hunter's gun. Unusual is the magnolia 
1 growth of Ravenswood. It is believed that the sea captains 
:; 
':of years ago brought these plants back from their journeying. 
Vfuen the autumn turns the forest leaves to red and 
:i 
.i gold, it is pleasant to visit this forest. Here the squawking 
'! 
' of gulls can be replaced for the quietness of squirrels in 
:I 
1; the woodland. 
Ambler, Edward V. Know Cape Ann. Gloucester: 
North Shore Press, Inc., ~. PP• 26-27. 
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LITTLE GOOD HARBOR 
This beautiful stretch o£ sandy beach received its 
name from early history. It was spoken of as little good as 
a harbor. Today, on any summer day, it presents an animated 
picture with visitors from north, south, east, and west en-
. joying its beauty. 
E&rly in the history of Cape Ann this beach is 
mentioned. It was here that the honest-to-goodness sea 
. serpent was captured, that smaller grandson of the serpent 
'that was said to have wiggled his course through Gloucester 
,i harbor. This small sea serpent lay stuffed in the custody 
! of the New England Linne an Society to prove that it was 
no myth. y 
Like many a spot on the shores of the sea, Good Harbor 
, is ever-changing. However, unlike many a beach it does not 
:I 
·lose its beauty when the tide goes out. Its great stretch 
of white sand is scrubbed clean by the sea. At low tide it 
: is possible to wade out to Salt Island, but when the tide is 
high, only the hardiest of swimmers would dare venture to 
the island. 
A wonder picture it is, when the sea is at its bluest, 
'with Thatcher's far back on the sky-line, Salt Island resting 
almost under the shelter of Brier neck, and Bass Rocks on the 
i l! 
il 
c~=-*==---=cc===-- . ==~= 
!i il other side to balance the picture. 
iJ 
II 
II 
I
ii A.. Gould, L. The Case for the Sea-Serpent. liew York: ~-- I G. P. Putnam's Sons, 'I9'3'4. :p;p. ~-'5"7. 
' j .Ambler, Edward V. Know Cape .Ann. Gloucester: J ! Uorth Shore Press, Inc., m'f. p. 3.,-;-
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WILLIAM M. FRANCIS 
Bookseller, Newsdealer and Stationer 
1 H Main Street Gloucester, Mass. 
WHAT TO SEB ON YOUR TRIP TO CAPE ANN 
MAGNOLIA: On entering from Kan-
cbester and the south. one abould take 
time to swing around on Hesperus Ave-
nue through .Y.agnolia. formerly ca.Ued 
KetUe Cove. It la a aectlon ot summer 
homes and fine estates. The ahore Is 
rugged and picturesque. 
SAFE'S CHASM: Juat eut ot Mag-
nolia la a alde path leading to the moat 
dramatic piece of rock bound coaat In 
Cape Ann. It is a deep gorge cutting 
Into aolld ledge tor 200 feet and reach-
ing a depth ot 60 feet. At all Umea the 
ocean aurging into the cut seta up a 
steady roar. 
NORMAN'S WOE: Just ott Rafe'a 
Chum Ia the tamoua rcet of rock im-
mortalized by Longfellow's "Wreck ol 
the Heaperua." 
STAGE FOKT PAKKz Here on & rock 
tablet la commemorated the landlna ot 
the lirat coloru.ta. a croup trom bor-
cbeater, England, who arrived In 1623. 
FIVE AND TEN POVND ISLANDS: 
OJi&1n&llY these la1&Dda were bought 
rrom the Jndl&Da tor the amount. atated 
ID the n.am... and were used tor graz. 
inC grouod. Today there la a ataUoo 
bere ot the U. 8. a1U h&tcberieL Tbere 
1a &laO a lJ&hthou.ae and an &vi&Uoa baM 
tor Lbe U. 8. Cout Guard. 
FJS!IJ:KMEN'S PEIUI.A."ti:NT IIEMO.. 
BJAL: On the edge ot the dt,y just 
atter croeaiDg the Blynman Bride• La a 
remarkable mooumeut dedicated to the 
AabenDen who have lost their Uve~~ at 
..... 
TJ1J: FORT: Origln&1ly kDOWD u W&tcb 
H11l Neck, 1a a prlDclpal MCUoa or the 
fruh Gab bualneu and u aucb pnMDta 
the uau&l water front scene. 
THE GLOUCESTER WATEU'RONTz 
The whole 1~ of the Oloucuter wat-
erfrOnt la lined with alah wbarvea. Here 
au use ac:enea accompanying the 1lab1ng 
llldUatry are a dally occurrence, the flab 
and oeta out to dry, ah.lpe unloel'flng 
a.h. maa1De rallW8..Y' and auch lhlnp. 
ROCKY NECK: ~ an la1&nd ~ to the  on)J by step-
~ 8&011-. It Ia DOW CODDeCted by &D 
auto road. It la tbe awnmer &rtlat and 
pUitiDC ceater ot Gaouce.ter. It ia al8o 
u. hOme ot tbe Glouce.t.er 8cbool of 
Ule LIWe ~JlOI- I Of CID tbe far Up ol 
...... Pelat ........ tea • ._ of 
- .... tbat .... tM ....,. - u. 
face and figure of an old woman. ~ 
she has stood there to welcome boma 
rcturrung fishermen from th lr tripe to 
sea. In the same vicinity la the Doc Bar 
Brealtwater and Eaatem Point l.J&Ilt. 
BASS ROCKS: Almost exclu.lively a 
summer section. it presents a be&UW'IIl 
scene of flowering gardtu111 and rock1 
coast. 
BE.o.\.RSKL.'I; NEOK: Here, aceorc1iq to 
legend, an early setUer fought and kll1ed 
a bear with only a knlto tor a w•JIODo 
Then be laid the akin out to dry Oil Ula 
rocks, and ln thia way pve the .P 
Ule name Ulat exlats to lhla day. 
t.mANJrE QUAJUUES: AU the W&'1 
from Rockport to Bay VIew can be aea 
vast dcprcsz;lons In the rock ledi .. 
wbete granJlc has been qu&rrled tor 
years. Prior to the Civil War practlcall7 
all the forWlcallo.ns along the Atlalltic 
Coast were made of Cape Ann ~t& 
ANNISQUAM: llere fa a au.mm r col-
ony ol conalderable importance loc:&ted 
on a bill that jull out into A.nniaqU&m 
River. lt Is the home ot the AnDiaQUAIIl 
Yacht Club. 
Rl\ EIWALE: Here one enten liD old 
aecUon ot Cape Ann Here the old 
Rigp House buut In the ldxteen ~ 
dreda aWl atanda, and here wu I~= 
the firat griat and aaw mWa ot the _.., 
aetUement. 
1:)06T0"N: A viall to Cape Ann could 
bardly be called complete wtt.hoUt a 
viait to the ancient vllla&e of ~
Once the center ot the vUiace. tt II DOW 
only a tumbled rnau ol buge bctU1den 
and ancient cellar holea conn ted bJ 
toot paths th&l mark the old vWaP 
streets. 
SAUGENT • MUKR.U - GILIIAK 
HOUSE: Thla bouse, now open to tbe 
publlc during tho aumuter, was bullt tD 
1768. It waa here that Rev. John Mur-
ray, father of Amertc:an Unl~ 
once UYed. It wu &lao the b&rtla~ ol 
Rev. Samuel Oll.m&D, aut.bor ot ' J'a1r 
Jjaryard.'' 
CAPE ANN 8CD!NTIFIC. U'I'E&AJlY 
A."aJ BISTORICAL A880CIATIOMa 
Here may be found IDOde1a ot ..,..,. lab-
lng cratt IU1d ou.er reJJoa of u. dQ8 
before modem IDYeDUoll ~ 1M 
eomplexlon ol G.louceater a.IMrte& 
BA ~"ENSWOOD PAII&t Ben .. ....a 
bunclred acre. or MauUftal ..........,_, 
made aCCN~~~a.a. ., ..u .... a.& ..... 
and ruUa ...... 
1)-4 
,.,_J 
ANN 
according to 
and kUled 
a weapon. 
to dry on the 
gave the spot 
this day. 
: All the way 
VIew can be see.n 
the rock ledges 
been Quarried tor 
\\ ar practically 
along the Atlantic 
Cape Ann granite. 
1a a summer col-
located 
Annlaquam 
of the Annlaquam 
one entera an old 
Here the old 
the alxteen hun-
here was located 
mi1la ot the early 
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PLACE AiTD STREET IT.AI.:ES 
On Cape Ann the environment has influenced the choice 
" j! of many names used. 
·' 
It would be expected that marine life 
II II would furnish many names, but this is not so. The following 
I· 
1: six are the only ones used: Lobster Cove, r;::ussel Point, Bass 
;! 
\i 
·Rocks, Halibut Point, Alewife Brook and Whale Cove. There are 
;! 
i! 
twice as many names derived from non-marine names. These are 
Goose Cove, Pigeon Hill, Dogba.r Breakwater, Dogtown Common, 
[i Bear Skin Neck, Wolf Hill, Beaver Dam, Cow Island, Ledge Lane, 
I 
ii 
11 Le dgemont Avenue, :Moorland Road, Mt. Ann Road, Quarry Street, 
i! 
I! Rocky Pasture Road, Spring street and stone Court. 
I; ii An equal number of names has been based upon plant life 
i! !: and vegetation. Such are as follows: Plum Cove, Grapevine j; 
1l Cove, Lily Pond, Fernwood Lake, Brier :Neck, Magnolia, River-
i! 
!1 dale Willows, Cedar Point, Mayflower Ledge. 
n 
I! 
i! Topographic and physical features of the region are 
responsible for more than a third of the geographic names on 
,, 
.. il 
II Cape Ann. These are nearly equally divided between those of 
" [! marine and non-marine origin. From marine sources have come 
Ocean View, Bay View, Riverdale, Riverview, Sandy Bay, Harbor 
\i Cove, Stony Cove, Pebble Cove, Good Harbor Beach and Salt 
I! 
J\ Island. Non-marine place names are: Freshwater Cove, Rocky 
li 
II ll Neck, High Popples, Land's End, and Gully Point. The animal 
II 
I 
H 
.\I 
I• 
!l 
'• 
il 
,I 
·.I 
2:1-l 
II 
i 
' 
;I 
., 
·! 
\\ 2:15 
q 
+=-"-"'--' 
I, 
I 
I 
~~~--~,~~~ii-~e-,- plant=-{~;::'-'=~~ oc;~;~~-;~{~;:~~~~;es have influenced the 
II :place names about equally. 
!I Many of Gloucester's streets and 
!j 
!t 
l! 
v, 
roadways came into ex- :! 
:: 
il II istence as conditions and circumstances directed, rather than 
I' 
1l directly planned. 
,, 
Very few streets have been named after 
1'
1 
marine life. Plant names and vegetation have been used often 
\ in providing street names. Topographic and physical features 
!; ,, 
have been drawn upon for the greater part of street names that 
have been derived from the natural environment. 
\ Place names have been drawn from features of the 
<I ,, 
!I 
•I 
,, 
i! 
' 
\I 
I' 
lj 
d 
II 
1: 
" 
\. natural environment to a considerable extent. Street names 
I/ s-uggested from the physical features have been used more often i\ 
I, ·; 
lj :1 
\1 than plant or marine names. \) 
I Dexter, Ralph w. "The Relationship of !!atural Features !I 
i: to the Place Names of Cape Ann, Massachusetts", Gloucester ~Daily Times, Odtober 23, 1952. 
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SUMMARY 
The aim of this paper was to suggest a basic course of 
study in Gloucester history for the slow learner. All child-
ren like stories, and the preceeding ones offer much material 
relating to their own community. Children should be taught 
a love of home, family, city, state, and nation. History has 
a permanent appeal when it is made a part of life. These 
pictures and stories, gathered from many sources, aim to en-
rich the curriculum of the retarded group both socially and 
morally. 
The purpose of this work was to collect, organize and 
present material concerning Gloucester for teacher use on 
those subjects which she thinks will interest a group of slow 
learning children. 
There are certain general objectives for retarded 
children, and these concern the education for achievement 
in the world of knowledge, in occupational life, in social 
relations, and in leisure time. It is the function of the 
school to formulate for the mentally retarded specific ob-
jectives that are of a much simpler and more practical 
nature than those which can be used by normal pupils. 
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